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When the work^ of a great Writer, who 
has bequeathed to pofterity a lading legacy, 
arc prefented to the world, it is naturally ex- 
pe6ked, that fome account of his life fhould 
accompany the edition. The Reader wiflies 
to know as much as poffible of the Author. 
The circumftances that attended him, the 
features of his private charadter, his conver- 
fation, and the means by which he rofe to 
eminence, become the favourite objects of 
Vol* L a enquiry. 
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2 AN ESSAY ON THE LIFE AND 

enquiry. Curiofity is excited ; and the ad- 
mirer of his works is eager to know his pri- 
vate opinions, his courfe of ftudy, the par- 
ticularities of his condu6l, and, above all, 
whether he purfued the wifdom which he 
recommends, and pra6lifed the virtue which 
his writings infpire. A principle of grati- 
tude is awakened in every generous mind. 
For the entertainment and inftrudtion which 
genius and diligence have provided for the 
world, men of refined and fenfible tempers 
afe ready to pay their tribute of praife, and 
even to form a pofthumous friendfhip with 
* the author. 

In reviewing the life of fuch a writer, there 
is, befides, a rule of juftice to which the 
publick have an undoubted claim. Fond ad- 
miration and partial friendftiip (hould not be 
fuffered to reprefent his virtues with exag- 
geration ; nor ftiould malignity be allowed, 
under a fpecious difguife, to magnify mere 
defers, the ufual failings of human nature, 
into vice or grofs deformity. The lights and 
fhades of the ch^radler (hould be given ; 
and, if this be done with a ftri6t regard to 
truth, a juft cftimate of Dr. Johnfon will 

afford 
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ftdbrd i leflbti perhaps as valuable as the mo- 
ral do6inne that fpeaks with energy in every 
page of his works. 

The prefent writer enjoyed the converfa- 
tion and friendlhip of that excellent man 
more than thirty years. He thought it an 
honour to be fo connefted, and to this hour 
he reflects on his lofs with regret : but re* 
gretj he knowsj has fecret bribes, by which 
the judgement may be influenced, and par- 
tial afre6tion may be carried beyond the 
bounds of truths In the prefent cafe, how- 
ever, nothing needs to be difguifed, and ex- 
aggerated praif6 is unneceffary^ It is an ob- 
fervation of the younger Pliny, in his Epif- 
tie to his Friend Tacitus^ that hiftory 
ought never to niagnify matters of fa6l, be- 
caufe worthy aftions require nothing but 
the truth. Nam nee hijioria debet egredi ve- 
ritatem^ et honejie fa£iis Veritas fufficit. - This 
rule the prefent biographer promifes fhall 
guide his pen throughout the following nar- 
rative. 

It may be faid, the death of Dr. Johnfon 
kept the public mind in agitation beyond all 

a 2 former 
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4 AN ESSAY ON THE LIP* ANO 

former example. No literary chara6fcer ever 
excited fo much attention ; and, when the 
prefs has teemed with anecdotes, apoph- 
thegms, effays, and publications of every kind, 
what occafion now for a new traft on the 
fame threadbare fubjeft ? The plain truth 
fhall be the anfwcr. The proprietors of John- 
fon's Works thought the life, which they pre* 
fixed to their former edition, too unwieldy 
for republication. The prodigious variety of 
foreign matter, introduced into that perfor-^ 
mance, feemed to overload the memory of Dr. 
Johnfon, and in the account of his own life 
to leave him hardly vifible. They wifhed td 
have a more concife, and, for that reafon, 
perhaps a more fatisfa6tory account, fuch as 
may exhibit a juft picture of the man, and keep 
him the principal figure in the fore ground 
H)f his own pi6ture. To comply with that re- 
queft is the defign of this eflay, which the 
writer undertakes with a trembling hand^ 
He has no difcoveries, no fecret anecdotes, no 
occafional controverfy, no fudden flalhes of 
wit and humour, no private converfation^ 
and no new fa6i:s, to cmbellifh his work. Every 
thin^ has been gleaned. Dr. Johnfon faid of 
himfelf, " I am not uncandid, nor.feverc : I 

*' fome- 
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" fometimcs fay more than I mean, in jcft, 
*' and people are apt to think me ferious *.** 
The exercife of that privilege, which is en- 
joyed by every man in fociety, has not been 
allowed to him. His fame has given impor- 
tance even to trifles ; and the zeal of his 
friends ha& brought every thing to light. 
What fhould be related, and what Ihould 
not, has been publifhed without diftinftion, 
Dicenda tacenda locuti ! , Every thing that fell 
from him has been caught with eagernefs by 
his admirers, who, as he fays in one of his 
letters, have afted with the diligence of fpies 
upon his condu6t. To fome of them the 
following lines, in Mallet's Poem on Verbal 
Criticifm, are not inapplicable : 

^^ Such that grave bird in Northern feas is found, 
** Whofe name a Dutchman only knows to found; 
" Where-e'er the k;ing of fifh moves on before, 
V This humble friend attends from fhore to Ihore j 
*^ With eye fkill earneft, and with bill inclin'd, 
** He picks up what his patron drops behind, 
** With thofe choice cates his palate to regale, 
<* And is the careful Tibbald of a whale." 

* Bofwcirs Life of Johnfon, Vol, II. p. 465. 

9 3 After 
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6 AN ESSAY ON THE LIFE AND 

After fo many effays and volumes of Johnfo^ 
nianaj what remains for the prefent writer ? 
Perhaps, what has not been attempted ; a 
fliort, yet full, a faithful, yet teipperatei, 
hiftpry of Dr. Johnfon. 

. SAMUEL JOHNSON wasborn at 
Lichfield, September 7, 1709, O. S,* His, 
father, Michael Johnfon, was a bookfeller in 
that city ; a man of large athletic make,^ and 
violent paffions ; wrong-headed, pofitivc, 
and at times affli6led with a degree of melan- 
choly, little fhort of madnefs. His mother 
was fifter to Dr. Ford, a pra6lifing phyfician, 
and father of Cornelius Ford, generally known 
by the name of Parson Ford, the fame whq 
is rcprefented near the punch-bowl in Ho-* 
garth*s Midnight Modern Converfation. In 
the Life of Fenton, Johnfon fays, that " his 
•* abilities, inftead of furnifhing convivial 
** merriment to the voluptuous and diflblut^, 
*' might have enabled him to excel ampng 

♦ This appears in a note to Johnfon*s Diary, prefixed 
to the firft of lus prayers. After the alteration of the ftyle, 
he kept his birth-day on the i8th of Septcmbcri jmd it i^ 
accordingly marked September j^.* 

'« the 
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" the virtuous and the wife/' Being chap- 
lain to the Earl of Chefterfield, he willicd to 
attend that nobleman on his embaffy to the 
Hague. Colley Cibber has recorded the 
anecdote. " You fhould go," faid the witty 
peer, " if to your many vices you would add 
one more.*' ** Pray, my Lord, what is 
that?" " Hypocrify, my dear Doftor/* 
Johnfon had a younger brother named Na- 
thaniel, who died at the age of twenty-feven 
or twenty-eight. Michael Johnfon, the fa- 
ther, was chofen in the year 171 8 Under 
Bailiff of Lichfield ; and in the year 1725 he 
ferved the office of the Senior Bailiff. He had 
a brother of the name of Andrew, who, for 
fome years, kept the ring at Smithfield, ap- 
propriated to wreftlers and boxers. Our au- 
thor ufed to fay, that he was never thrown or 
?:onquered. Michael, the father, died De- 
cember 173 1, at the age of feventy-fix ; his 
mother at eighty-nine, of a gradual decay, in 
the year 1759. Of the family nothing more 
can be related worthy of notice. Johnfon did 
not delight in talking of his relations. '* There 
*• is little plealure/' he faid to Mrs. Piozzi, 
♦♦ in relating the j^necdotes of beggary.'* 

a 4 Johnfoa^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



• AN BSSAY OK THE LIFE ANp 

Johnfon derived from his parents^ or from 
an unwholefome nurfe, the diftemper called 
the King's Evil. The Jacobites at that time 
believed in the efficacy of the royal touch ; 
and accordingly Mrs. Johnfon prefentcd her 
fon, when two years old, before Queen Annp,. 
who, for the firft time, performed that of- 
fice, and communicated to her young patient 
all the healing virtue in her povven He. 
vas afterwards cut for that fcrophulous hu- 
mour, and the under part of his face was. 
{earned and disfigured by the operation. It 
is fuppofed, that this difeale deprived him 
of the fight of his left eye, and alfo im- 
paired his hearing. At pight years old, he 
was placed under Mr. Hawkins, at the Free-j 
fchool at Lichfield, where he was not re- 
markable for diligence or regular applica^ 
tipn. Whatever he read, his tenacious me# 
mory made his own. In the fields with his 
fchool 7 fellows he talked mpre to himfclf 
than with his companions. In 1725, whei^ 
he was about fixtecn years pld, he went 01^ 
a vifit to his coufin Cornelius Ford, who 
detained him for fome months, and in the 
mean time aflifted him in the claflics. The 

genera^ 
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gcnwaV dirc6tion for his ftudies, which he 
tiien received^ he related to Mrs. Hiozzi^ 
** Obtain,'* fays Ford, ** fome general prin-» 
♦* ciplcs of every fcience ; he who caq talk 
♦* only on one fubjedl, or a£t only in one de* 
^* partmcnt, is feldom wanted, and, perhaps, 
^S jievfer wiflied for ; while the man of general 
•^ knowledge can often benefit, and always 
** pleafe.'* The advice Johnfon feems to have 
purfued with a good inclination. His reading 
Vas always defultpry, feldom refting on any 
particular author, but rambling from one 
book to anothef, and, by hafty fnatchcs, 
hoarding up a variety of knowledge. It may 
be proper in this place to mention another 
general rule laid dbwn by Ford for Johnfon's 
future conduct : - You will make your way 
?* the more eafily ia the world, as you are 
If* conteiited to difpute no man's claim to 
*f copverfation-excellpnce : they >vill, thierc-* 
J* fore, more willingly allo\Y your prcten^' 
♦* fions as a writer/* *' But," fays Mrs. Pi-, 
pzzi, ** the features of peculiarity, which 
"- mark a charafter to all lucceeding genera*r 
y tions, are flow in coming to their growth.'* 
That ingenious lady adds, with her uftml 
viYacity,. " Cajfi one, on fuch an occafion, for* 

« bear 
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^ b^r recolIe6ling the predi6lions of Boi- 
^ Ieau*s father, who faid, ftraking the head 
•* of the young fatirift, * this little man has 
" too much wit, but he will never fpeak ill 
•« of any one* ?** 

On Johnfon's return from Cornelius Ford, 
Mr. Hunter, then mafter of the Free-fchool 
at Lichfield, refufed to receive him again on 
that foundation. At thisdiftance of time, 
what his reafons were, it is vain to enquire ; 
but to refufc affiftance to a lad of promifing 
genius muft be pronounced harfh and illibc- 
raL It did not, however, flop the progrefs 
of the young (Indent's education. He was 
placed at another fchool, at Stourbridge in 
Worcefterfhire, under the care of Mr. Went- 
worth. Having gone through the rudiments 
of claiik literature, he returned to his fa- 
ther's houfe, and was probably intended for 
the trade of a bookfeller. He has been heard 
to fay that he could bind a book. At the 
end of two years, being then about nineteen, 
he went to affift the ftudies of a young gen- 
tleman, of the name of Corbet, to the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford ; and on the 3 1 ft of Oclo- 
ber, 1728, both were entered of Pembroke 

College 5 
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GENIUS OF DR. JOHNSON. II 

College ; Gbrbet as a gentleman-commoner, 
and Johnfon as a commoner. The college 
tutor, Mr. Jordan, was a man of no genius; ' 
and Johnfon, it feems, (hewed an early con- 
tempt of mean abilities, in one or two inftan- 
ccs behaving with inlolence to that gentle- 
man. Of hia general conduit at the univer* 
fity there are no particulars that merit atten- 
tion, except the tranflation of Pope's Mef- 
fiah, which was a college exercvie impoled 
upon him as a ta(k by Mr. Jordan. Corbet 
left the univerfity in about two years, and 
Johnfon's lalary ceal'ed. He was, by confe- 
quence, ftraitened in his circumftances ; but 
he ftill remained at college. Mr. Jordan, the 
tutor, went off to a living ; and wasfucceed- 
)ed by Dr. Adams, who afterwards became 
head of the college, and was efteemed through 
life for his learning, his talents, and Jiis ami- 
able chara£fcer. Johnfon grew more regular 
in his attendance. Ethics, theology, and 
claffic literature, were his favourite ftudies. 
He difcovered, notwithftanding, early fymp* 
toms of that wandering difpofition of mind 
which adhered to him to the end of his life. 
His reading was by fits and ftarts, undire<£led 
to any particular fcicnce* Goneral philology, 

agree- 
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agreeably to his coufia Ford*s advice, was 
the obje<9; of his ambition. He received, at 
that time, an early impreflion of piety, and 
a tafle for the befl authors ancient and mo?- 
dern. It may, notwithftanding, be queftion- 
ed whether, except his Bible, he ever rea4 
a book entirely through. L^e in life, . if 
any man praifed a book in his prefence, hp 
was Yure to afk, " Did you read it through ?** 
If the anfwer was in the affirmative, he did 
not feem willing to believe it. He continued 
at the univerfity till the want of pecuniary 
fupplios obliged him to quit the place. He 
obtained, however, the afTiftance of a friend, 
and returning in a fhort time was able to 
complete a refidence of three years. The 
hiftory of his exploits at Oxford, he ufed to 
fay, was bell known to Dr. Taylor and Dr, 
Adams. Wonders are told of his memory ^^ 
|ind, indeed, all who knew him late in life 
can witnefs that he retained that faculty ia 
the greateft vigour, 

From the univerfity Johnfon 'returned to 
Lichfield. His father died foon after, De-. 
member 1731 ; and the whole receipt but of 
his.effedts, as appeared by a memoranduix^ 

m 
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in the fon^s hand-writing, dated 15th Junc^ 
1732, was no more than twenty pounds ♦. 
In this exigence, determined that poverty 
ihould neither deprefs his fpirit nor warp 
his integrity, he became under-mafter of a 
Grammar-fchool at Market Bofworth in 
LeicefterfhirCf That refource, however, did 
• not laft long. Difguftcd by the pride of Sir 
Wolftan Dixie, the patron of that little fe- 
minary, he left the place in difcontent, and 
ever after fpbke of it with abhorrence. In 
1733 he went on a vifit to Mr. Heftor, who 
had been his fchodl-fellow, and was then a 
furgeon at Birmingham, lodging at the houfe 
of Warren, a bookfeller. At that place 
Johnfon tranflated a Voyage to Abyffinia, 
written by Jerome Lobo, a Portugueze mit 
lionary. This was the firft literary work 
from the pen of Dn Johnfon. His friend 
Heftor was occafionally his amanuenfis. The 

♦ The entry of this is remarkable for his early refolu- 
tion to prefcrvc through life a fair and upright character. 
*« 1752, Jumi 15^ Undecim aureos depofui, quo die, quid- 
** quid ante mlitris funus (quod ferum fit precor) dc pa- 
** temis bonis fperare licet, viginti fcilicet libras^ accept; 
** Ulque adco mihi mea fortuna fingenda eft interea, et ne 
*• paupertate vires animi langucfcant, ne in flagilia egcftas 
•* adigas cavendem**' 

work 
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wbrk was, probably, undertaken at the deiirtf 
of Warren, the bookfeller, and was printed 
at Birmingham ; but it appears in the Lite-* 
rary Magazine, or Hiftory of the Works of 
the Learned, for March, 1735, that it waS 
publilhed by Bettefworth and Hitch, Pater- 
nofler-row. It contains a narrative of thtf 
endeavours of a company of miffionaries to 
convert the people of Abyffinia to the 
Church of Rome. In the preface to this 
work Johnfon obferves, *' that the Portu-^ 
** guefe traveller, contrary to the general 
•• view^ of his countrymen, has amufed his 
** readers with no romantic abfurditics, of 
•* incredible fi6lions. He appears^ by his 
** modeft and unafFecSted narration, to hav** 
defcribed things as he faw them ; to have 
copied nature from the life ; and to have 
^' confulted his fenfes, not his imagination. 
•* He meets with no bafilifks, that deftroy 
** with their eyes; his crocodiles devour 
" their prey, without tears ; and his cata- 
** ra6tsfall from the rock, without deafening 
^* the neighbouring inhabitants. The rea- 
•• der will here find no regions curfed with 
•* irremediable barrennefs, or bleffed with 
*' fpontaneous fecundity ; no perpetual gloom ,^ 
5 " or 
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*• or unceafing fun-(hine ; nor arc the na- 
•* tionsi here defcribed, either* void of ^U 
•* fenfe of humanity, or confummate in A\ 
•< private and facial virtues : here are nq 
*^ Hottentots without religion, polity, or ar- 
** ticulate language ; no Chinefe perfedlly 
** polite, and completely fkilled in all fci- 
** ences : he will difcover, what will always 
** be difcovered by a diligent and impartial 
** enquirer, that wherever human nature is 
** to be found, there is a mixture of vice and 
" virtue, a conteft of paffion and reafpn ; 
** and that the Creator doth not appear par- 
^^ tial in his diilributions, but has balanced^ 
** in moft countries, their particular incon- 
** veniences by particular favours.*' Wc 
have here an early fpecimen of Johnfon's 
manner : the vein of thinking and the frame 
of the fentences are manifeftly his; we fee the 
infant Hercules. The tranflation of Lobo's 
Narrative has been reprinted lately in a fe- 
parate volume, with fome other tra6ls of Dr. 
Johnfon's, arid therefore forms no part of 
this edition ; but a compendious account of 
fo interefting a work as Father Lobo's 
difcovery of the head of the Nile will not, 
it is imagined, be unacceptable to the reader. 

Father 
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Father Lobo, the Portuguefe Miflionary^ 
embarked, in 1622, in the fame fleet with the 
Count Vtdigueira^ who was appointed, by 
the king of Portugal, Viceroy of the Indies. 
They arrived at Goa ; and, in January 1624^ 
Father Lobo fct out on the miflion to Abyfli- 
nia. Two of the Jefuits, fent on the fame 
commiflion, were murdered in their attempt 
to penetrate into that empire. Lobo had 
better fuccefs : he furmounted all diflSiculties, 
and made his way into the heart of the 
country. Then follows a defcription of Abyl^ 
finia, formerly the largeft empire of which 
we have an account in hiftory. It extended 
from the Red Sea to the kingdom of Congo, 
and from -^gypt to the Indian Sea, con- 
taining no lefs than forty provinces. At thfe 
time of Lobo's mifTion, it was not much 
larger than Spain, confifting then but of five 
kingdoms, of which part was entirely fubjedl 
to the Emperor, and part paid him a tribute, 
as an acknowledgement. The provinces 
were inhabited by Moors, Pagans, Jews, 
and Chriftians. The laft was in Lobo*s time 
the eftablifhed and reigning rdigion. Thfc 
diverfity of people and religion is the reafon 
I why 
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why the kingdom was uadcr difFierent forms 
of government, with laws and cuftoms^ ex- 
tremely variojus. Somjs of the people neither 
fowed their land, nor im^proved them by any^ 
kind of culture, livijag uppn milk and flefti^ 
and, like the Ara^bft, enqamping without 
any fettled habitation. In fome plapcs they 
pra£feifed no rites of worfhip, though they 
believed that, in the regions above, there 
dwells a Being that governs a world. This 
Deity they call in their language OuL The 
Chriftianity, profefled by the people in fome 
parts, is fo corrupted with fuperftitions, er- 
rors, and herefies, and fo mingled with ce- 
remonies borrowed from the Jews,, that lit- 
tle, befides the name of Cbriftianity, is to 
be found among them. The Abyflins can- 
not properly be faid to have either cities or 
houfes ; they live in tents or cottages made 
of draw or clay, very rarely building with- 
ftone. Their villages or towns confift ofi 
thefe huts ; yet even of fuch villages they- 
have but few, becaufe the grandees, the vice- 
roys, and the emperor himfelf, are always in, 
camp, that. they may be prepared, upoA thd 
moft fudden alarm, to meet every emergepce, 
in a country which is engaged every yeai: 
Vol. I. b ejither 
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either in foreign wars or inteftine commo- 
tions. Ethiopia produces very near the fame 
kinds of provifion as Portugal, though, by 
the extreme lazinefs of the inhabitants, in a 
much lefs quantity. What the ancients ima- 
gined of the torrid zone being a part of the 
world uninhabitable, is fo far from being 
true, that- the climate is very temperate. 
The blacks have better features thati in other 
countries, and are not without wit and in- 
genuity. Their apprehenfion is quick, and 
their judgemeht found. There are in this cli- 
mate two harvefts in the year : one in win- 
ter, which lafts through the months of July, 
Auguft, and September; the other in the 
fpring. They have, in the greateft plenty^ 
raifins, peaches, pomegranates, fugar- canes, 
and fome figs. Moft of thefe are ripe about 
Lent, which the Abyffins keep with great 
ftriftnefs. The animals of the country are 
the lion, the elephant, the rhinoceros, the 
unicorn, horfes, mules, oxen, and cows 
without number. They have a very parti- 
cular cuftom, which obliges every man, that 
has a thoufand cows, to fave every year one 
day's milk of all his herd, and make a bath 
with it for his relations. This they do fo 

^ many 
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many days in each year, as they have thou- 
fands of cattle ; fo that, to exprcfs how rich 
a man is, they tell you, he bathes fo many timesi 

" Of the river Nile, which has furnifhed 
fo much controverfy, avc have a full and 
clear defcription. It is called by the natives, 
Abavi, the Father of Water. It rifes in 
Sacala, a province of the kingdom of Goi- 
AMA, the moft fertile and agreeable part of 
the Abyflinian dominions. On the Eaftern 
fide of the country, on the declivity of a 
mountain, whofe defcent is fo eafy, that it 
feems a beautiful plain, is that fource of the 
Kile, whicTi has been fought after at fo 
much expence and labour. This fpring, or 
rather thefe two fprings, are tvv^o holes, each 
about two feet diameter, a ftone's caft dif- 
tant from each other. One of them is about 
five feet and a half in depth. Lobo was 
not able to fink his plummet lower, per- 
haps, becaufe it was flopped by roots, the 
whole place being full of trees. A line of 
ten feet did not reach the bottom of the 
other. Thefe fprings are fuppofed by the 
Abyflins to be the vents of a great fubter- 
raneous Ipke. At a fmall diftance to the 

b 2 South, 
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South, is a village called Guix^ through 
which you afcend to the top of the moun- 
tain, where there is a little hill, which the 
idolatrous ^gaci hold in great veneration. 
Their prieft calls them together to this place 
once a year ; and every one facrifices a cow, 
or more, according to the different degrees 
of wealth and devotion. HeAce we have 
fufficient proof, that thefe nations always 
paid adoration to the Deity of this famous 
river* 

" As to the courfe of the Nile, its waters, 
after their firft rife, run towards the Eaft, 
about the length of a mufket-ftiot ; then, 
turning Northward, continue hidden in the 
grafs and weeds for about a quarter of a 
league, when they re-appear amongft a quan- 
tity of rocks. . The Nile from its fouree 
proceeds with fo inconfiderable a current, 
that it is in danger of being dried up by the 
hot feafon ; but foon receiving an increafe^ 
fr6m the Gemma, the Keltu, the Bransa, 
and the other fmaller rivers, it expands to 
fuch a breadth in the plains of Boad, which 
is not above three days journey froitt its 
fouree, that a mulket-ball will fcarcely fly 

from 
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from one bank to the other. Here it begins 
to run northward, winding, however, a lit- 
tle to the Eaft, for the fpace of nine or ten 
leagues, and then enters the fo-much-talked- 
of Lake of Dambia, flowing with fuch vio- 
lent rapidity, that its waters may be diftin- 
guifhed through the whole paflage, which 
is no lefs than fix leagues. Here begins the 
greatnefs of the Nile. Fifteen miles further, 
in the land of Alata, it rufhes precipitately 
from the top of a high rock, and forms one 
of the moft beautiful water-falls in the world. 
Lobo fays, he pafled under it without being^ 
wet, and refting himfelf, for the fake of the 
coolnefs, was charmed with a thoufand de- 
lightful rainbows, which the fun-beams 
painted on the water, in all their lliining 
and lively colours *. The fall of this mighty 

* This Mr. Bruce, the late traveller, avers to be a down- 
right falfehood. He fays, a deep pool of water reaches to 
the very foot of the rock ; and, allowing that there was a 
feat or bench (which there is not) in the middle of the pool, 
it is abfolutely impoffible, by any exertion of humap ftrengtb, 
to have arrived at it. But it may be aiked, can Mr. Bruce 
fay what was the face of the country in the year 1622, when 
Lobo faw tht magnificent fight which he has defcribcd ? Mr. 
Bruce's pool of water may have been formed iince ; and 
LobO| perhapsi was content to (it down without a bench. 

b 3 ftream, 
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ftream, from fo great a height, makes a 
noife that may be heard at a confiderable 
diftance ; but it was not found, that the 
neighbouring inhabitants were deaf. After 
the catara<5l, the Nile coUefts its fcattered 
ftream among the rocks, which are fo near 
each other, that, in Lobo's time, a bridge 
of beams, on which the whole imperial 
army pafled, was laid over them. Sultan 
Sequed has fince built a ftone bridge of one 
arch, in the fame place, for which purpofc 
he procured mafons from India. Here the 
river alters its courfe, and paffes through 
various kingdoms, fuch as Amhara, Olaca, 
Choaa, Damot, and the kingdom of Goi- 
ama, and, after various windings, returns 
within a fhort day's journey of its fpring. 
To purfue it through all its mazes, and ac- 
company it round the kingdom of Goiama, 
is a journey of twenty-nine days. From 
Abyfiinia, the river paffes into the countries 
of Fazulo and Ombarca, two vaft regions 
little known, inhabited by nations entirely 
different from the Abyflins. Their hair, like 
that of the other blacks in thofe regions, is 
iTiort and curled. In the year 1615, Ras- 
sela Christos, Lieutenant-general to Sul-r 

tan 
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tan Sequed, entered thofe kingdoms in a 
hoftile manner ; but, not being able to get 
intelligence, returned without attempting 
any thing. As the empire of Abyffinia ter- 
minates at thefe defcents, Lobo followed 
the courfe of the Nile no farther,, leaving it 
to rage over barbarous kingdoms, and con- 
vey wealth and plenty into ^gypt, which 
owes to the annual inundations of this river 
its envied fertility *. Lobo knows nothing 
of the Nile in the reft of its paflage, except 
that it receive^* great increafe from many 
other rivers, has fcveral catara6ls like that 
already defcribed, and that few fifti are to 
b? found in it ; that fcarcity is to be attri- 
buted to the river^horfe and the crocodile^ 
which. deftroy the weaker inhabitants of the 
river. Something, likewife, muft be impu- 
ted to X}ci^ catara£is^ where fifh cannot fall 
without being killed. Lx>bo adds, that nei- 
ther he, nor any with whom he converfed 
aboift the crocodile^ ever faw him weep ; and 

♦ After comparing this defcription with that lately given 
by Mr. Bruce, the reader will judge wliciher Lobo is to lofc 
the honour of having been at the head of the Nile near two 
centuries before any other European traveller, 

b 4 there- 
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therefore all that hafth been faid about his 
tears muft be ranked among the fables in- 
vented for the amnfement of children. 

*' As to the caufes of the inundations of 
the Nile, Lobo obferves, that many an idle 
hypotbefis has been framed. Some theorifts 
afcribe it to the high winds, that flop the 
current, and force the water above its banks. 
Others pretend a fubterraneous communica- 
tion between the Ocean and the Nile, and 
that the fca, when violently agitated, fwells 
the river. Many are, of opinion, that this 
mighty flood proceeds from the melting of 
the fnow on the mountains of Ethiopia ; 
but fo much fnow and fuch prodigious heat 
are never met with in the fame region. Lobo 
never faw fnow in Abyflinia, except on 
Mount Semen in the kingdom of Tigrf, 
very remote from the Nile ; and on Na- 
MARA, which is, indeed, not far diftant, but 
where there never falls fnow enough to wet, 
when diffolved, the foot of the mountain. 
To the immenfe labours of the Portuguefe^ 
mankind is indebted for the knowledge of 
the real caufe of thefe inundations, fo great 
and fo regular. By them we are informed, 

that 
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that Abyflinia, whfere the Nile rifcs, is full 
of mountains, and, Jn its natural fituation, 
is much higher than iEgypt ; that in the 
winter, from June to September, no day is 
without rain ; that the Nile receives, in its 
courfe, all the rivers, brooks, and torrents, 
that fall from thofe mountains, and, by ne- 
ceflary confequence, fwelling above its banks, 
fills the plains of j^Lgypt with inundations, 
which come regularly about the month of. 
July, or three weeks after the beginning of 
the rainy feafon in Ethiopia* The different 
degrees of this flood are fuch certain indica* 
tions of the fruitfulnefs or fterility of the en* 
fuing year, that it is publickly proclaimed 
at Cairo how much the water hath gained 
during the night.** 

Such is the account of the Nile and its in* 
undations, which, it. is hoped, will not be 
deemed an improper or tedious digreffion, 
efpecially as the whole is an eitra6l from 
Johnfon's tranflation. He is all the time the 
a6lor in the fcene, and in his own words re- 
lates the ftory. Having finiflied this work, 
he returned in February, 1734, to his native 
city, and, in the month of Atigufl: follow- 
2 ing. 
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ing, publiftied Propofals for printing by 
fubfcription the Latin Poems of Politian, 
with the Hiftory of Latin Poetry, from the 
jEra of Petrarch to the time of Politian ; 
and alfo the Life of Politian, to be added by 
the Editor, Samuel Johnfon. The book to 
Jbe printed in thirty o6lavo flieets, price five 
fhillings. It is to be regretted that this pro- 
je6l failed for want of encouragement. John- 
fon, itfeems, differed fromBoileau, Voltaire, 
and D'Alembert, who have taken upon them 
to profcribe all modern efforts to write with 
^elegance in a dead language. For a decifion 
pronounced in fo high a tone, no good 
reafon can be afligned. The interefts of 
learning require, that the diftion of Greece 
and Rome fhould be cultivated with care ; 
and he who can write a. language with cor- 
rcdtnefs, will be moft likely to underftand 
its idiom, its grammar, and its peculiar 
graces of ftyle. What man of tafte would 
willingly forego the pleafure of reading Fida^ 
Fracajiorius^ Sannazaro^ Sirada^ and others, 
down to the late elegant produftions of Bi- 
fliop Lowth ? The hiftory which Johnfon 
propofed to himfelf would, beyond all quef- 
tiouj have been a valuable addition to the 

hiftory 
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hiftory of letters ; but his projedt failed. His 
next expedient was to offer hio affiftance to 
Cave, the original projeftor of the Gentle- 
man's Magazine. For this purpofe he li*nt 
his propofals in a letter, offering, on reafon- 
able terms, occafionally to fill fome pages 
with poems and infcriptions never printed 
before ; with fugitive pjeces that deferved to 
be revived, and critical remarks on authors 
ancient and modern. Carve agreed to retain 
him as a correfpondent and contributor to 
the Magazine. What the conditions were 
cannot now be known ; but, certainly, they 
were not fufficient to hinder Johnfon from 
cafting his eyes about him in quell of 
other employment. Accordingly, in 1735, 
he made overtures to the reverend Mr. Bud- 
worth, Mafter of a Grammar-fchool at Brere- 
wood, in Staffordlhire, to become his af- 
fiftant. This propofitiondidnot fucceed. Mr. 
Budworth apprehended, that the involun- 
tary motions, to which Johnfon's nerves were 
fubje6l, might make him an obje6t of ridi- 
cule with his fcholars, and, by consequence, 
lefTen their refpe6t for their mafter. Another 
mode of advancing himfelf prefented itfelf 

about this time. Mrs. Porter, the widow of 

a mer- 
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a mercer in Birmingham, admired his ta- 
lents. It is faid that fhe had about eight 
hundred pounds ; and that fum to a perfon 
in Johnfon's circumftances was an affluent 
foAune. A marriage took place; arid, to 
turn his wife's money to the beft advantage, 
he projefted the fcheme of an academy for 
cfducation. Gilbert Walmfley, at that time 
Regiftrar of the Ecclefiaftical Court of the 
Bilhop of Lichfield*, was diftinguiflied by his 
erudition and the politenefs of his manners. 
He was the friend of Johnfon, and, by his 
weight and influence, endeavoured to pro- 
mote his intcreft. The celebrated Garrick, 
whofe father. Captain Garrick, lived at 
Lichfield, was placed in the new feminary 
of education by that gentleman's advice. 
Garrick was then about eighteen years old. 
An acccffion of feven or eight pupils was 
the moft that could be obtained, though no- 
tice was given by a public advertifement *, 
that at Edial, near Lichfield, in StafFord- 
ftiire, young Gentlemen are boarded and 
taught the Latin and Greek Languages, by 
Samuel Johnfon. 

* See the Gentleman's Magazine fer 1736^ p. 4>8. 

The 
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The undertaking proved abortive. John- 
fon, having now abondoned ali hopes of 
promoting his fortune in the country, deter* 
mined to become an adventurer ift the woHd 
at larg?. His youjcig pupil, Garrick, had 
formed the fame refolution ; and, accord-* 
ingly% in March, 1737, they arrived inLon-* 
don together. Two fuch candidates for 
fame perhaps never, before that day, entered 
the metropolis together. Their (lock of 
money was foon exhaufted. In his vifi^nary 
project of an academy Johnfon had probably 
wafted his wife's fubftance; and Garrick's 
father had little more than his half- pay* 
The two fellow-travellers had the world be- 
fore them, and each was. to -choofe his road 
to fortune and to fame. They brought with 
them genius, and powers of mind, pecu- 
liarly formed by nature for the different vo- 
cations to which each of them felt himfelf 
inclined* They a6led from the impulfe of 
young minds, even then meditating great 
things, and with courage anticipating fuccefs. 
Their friend Mr. Walmfley, by a letter to 
the Rev* Mr. Golfon, who, it fcems, was a 
gre.at mathematician, exerted his good offi^r 

ces 
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ces in their favour. He gave notice of their 
intended journey. ** Davy Garrick," he 
faid, " will be with you next week ; and 
** Johnfon, to try his fate with a tragedy, 
** and to get himfelf employed in fome tranf- 
" lation either from the Latin or French. 
" Johnfon is a very good fcholar and a poet, 
and, I have great hopes, will turn out a 
fine tragedy-writer. If it ftiould be in your 
** way, I doubt not but you will be ready to 
•* recommend and affift your countrymen.'* 
Of Mr. Walmlley's merit, and the excellence 
of his charafter, Johnfon has left a beautiful 
teftiraonial at the end of the Life of Edward 
Smith. It is reafonable to conclude, that a 
mathematician, abforbed in abfl:ra6l fpecula* 
tions, was not able to find a fphere of adlion 
for two men who were to be the architefts 
of their own fortune. In three or four years 
afterwards Garrick came forth with talents 
that aftonifhed the publick. He began his 
career at Goodman's-fields, and there, mon^ 
firatusfatis Vefpafianus I he chofe a lucrative 
profeffion, and confequently foon emerged 
from all his difficulties. Johnfon was left to 
toil in the humble walks of literature. A tra- 
gedy, as appears by Walmfley's letter, was 

the 
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the whole of his flock. This, mod proba- 
bly, was Irene ; but, if then finiflied, it was 
doomed to wait for a more happy period* 
It was offered to Fleetwood, and rejected, 
Johnfon looked round him for employ mjent* 
Having, while he remained in the country^ 
correfponded with Cave under a feigned 
name, he now thought it time to make him** 
felf known to a man whom he confidercd as 
a patron of literature. Cave had announced, 
by public advertifement,a prize of fifty pounds 
for the beft Poem on Life, Death, Judge- 
ment, Heaven, and Hell ; and this circum- 
flance difFufed an idea of his liberality. John- 
fon became connedled with him in bufmefs, 
and in a clofe and intimate acquaintance. 
Of Cave's chara^ler it is unuecelTary to fay 
any thing in this place, as Johnfon was 
afterwards the biographer of his firft and 
mofl ufeful patron. To be engaged in the 
tranflation of fome important book was flill 
the objcift which Johnfon had in view. For 
this purpofe he propofed to give the Hif^ 
tory of the Council of Trent, with copious 
notes then lately added to a French edi- 
tion. Twelve fheets of this work were 
printed, for which Johnfon received forty- 
nine 
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nine^unds, as appears by his receipt in. the 
pofleflTion of Mr. Nichols, the compiler of 
that entertaining and ufcful work, the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine. Johnfon's tranflation 
was never completed ; a like defign was 
offered to the publick, under the patronage 
of Dr. Zachary Pearce ; and by that conten- 
tion both attempts were fruftrated. JoJinfon 
had been commended by Pope for the tranf- 
lation of the Meffiah into Latin verfe ; but 
he knew no approach to fo eminent a man. 
With one, however, who was connected 
with Pope, he became acquainted at St. 
John's Gate ; and that perfon was no other 
than the well-known Richard Savage, whofe 
life was afterwards written by Johnfon with 
great elegance, and a depth of moral reflec- 
tion. Savage was a man of confiderable ta- 
lents. His addrefs, his various accompliOx* 
ments, and, above all, the peculiarity of 
his misfortunes, recommended him to John- 
fon's notice. They became united in the 
clofefk intimacy. Both had great parts, and 
they were^ually under the preffure of want. 
Sympathy joined them in a league of friend* 
fhip. Johnfon has been often heard to relate^ • 
that he and Savage walked round Grpfve- 

nor 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



QOr-fquare till four in the morning j in^th* 
courfe of th^ir conv^ff»tioa reforming the 
world* dethroning pripc§5> eft&blifhing f\^vf 
forms pf gpverncQent, ;aod giving l^ws tp 
the feyeral ftat^s of ^umpe^ till, fatigued 
at length with thf ir leg^ljqtive pfhcQ, they 
l>egan to feci the wan): of reffefhrnenj:, but 
eould fiQt pnjfter qp more tbaji four peace 
halfpenny. S^vag^, ijt is true, had many 
vices ; but vice could never ftrike its roots in 
a mind like John^on's^ iSsafoned early with 
religion* and the {►rinciples of moral refti* 
tude* His firft prayer w*s compofed in the 
year 17318. He had not at that time re** 
OQunced the ufe of wine ; aad, no doubt^ 
Qccafionaily enjoyed his friend and his bpt« 
tie. The love of late hours, which followe4 
him through life, was, perhaps, originally 
contra<%ed in company \yith Savag?. How* 
ever that may be, their connei^ion was not 
of long duration. In the year 1 738, Savage 
was reduced to the laft diftrefs. Mr. Pope, 
in a letter to him, expreflfed Kis concern for 
*' the miferable withdrawing of his penfion 
** after the death of the Queen ;** and gave 
him hopes that, ** in afhort time, he fhould 
^ find himfelf fuppllied with ^a .cgixipet;e9ce, 
yioL. L c ^^ witfi^ 
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*• without any dependftnce on thofc little 
" creatures, whom we are pleafed to call the 
•* Great.'* The fcheme propofed to him 
was, that he (hould retire to Swanfea in 
Wales, and receive an allowance of fifty 
pounds a year, to be raifed by fubfcription ; 
Pope was to pay twenty pounds. This plan, 
though finally eftablilhed, took more than a 
year before it was carried into execution. In 
the mean time, the intended retreat of Sa* 
vage called to Johnfon's mind the third fa* 
tire of Juvenal, in which that poet takes 
leave of a friend, who was withdrawing him- 
felf from all the vices of Rome. Struck with 
this idea he wrote that well-known Poem, 
called London. The firft lines^Imanifeftly 
point to Savage. 

*^ Though grief and fondnefs in my bread rebel, 

** When injured Thales bids the town farewell ; 

•* Yet ftill my calmer thoughts his choice com« 

" mend ; 
** I praife the hermit, but regret the friend : 
•^ Refolv'd at length, from Vice and London far, 
** To breathe in diftant fields a purer air ; 
^^ And, fix'd on Cambria's folitary Ihorc, 
'* Give to St. David one true Briton more.** 

Johnfon at that time Ipdged at Greenwich. 
He there fixes the fcenc, and takes leave of 

his 
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his friend ; who, he fays in his Life, parted 
from him with teiirs in his ey;es. The poem, 
when finifhed, was offered to Cave. J^ hap-^ 
pened, however, that the late Mr. Dodfley 
was the purchafer at the price of ten guineas. 
It was publiihed in 1738 ; and Pop^, we arc 
told, faid, *VThe author, whoever he is, 
will not be long concealed ;*' alluding to the 
paiTage in Terence, UbhUbieJi^ diu celari non 
poteji: Notwithstanding that predi(9:ion> it 
docs not appear thati befides the copy-mo- 
ney, aay advantage ,accrued to the author 
of a poem,, written with the elegance and 
energy of Pope. Jotinfon, in Auguft 1738, 
went, with all the fame of his poetry, to 
offer himfclf a candidate for the mafterfhip 
of the fchool at Appleby, in Leice(ler{hire« 
The ftatutes of the place required, that the 
perfon chofen ihould be a mafler of arts. To 
•remove this objedtion, the late Lord Gower 
was induced to write to a friend, in order to 
obtain for Johnfon a mailer's degree in the 
Univerfity of Dublin, by the recommenda- 
tion of Dr. Swift. The letter was printed in 
one of the Magazines, and is as follows : 

c % *<SlR, 
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*' S I R, 

** Mr. Samuel Johnfon (author of Lon- 
*♦ don, a fatirej and forae other poetical 
" pieces,) is a native of this county, and 
" much refpe£ted by fome worthy gentle- 
** men in the neighbourhood, who are truf- 
** tees of a charity-fchodl, now vacant ; the 
••certain falary of which is fixty pounds/^ 
•* year, of whicih they are defirous to make 
•* him mafter ; but unfortunately he is not 
'•^ capable of receiving their bounty, which 
•* would make him happy for Hfe, bynot 
** being a mafter of arts, which, by the^fta- 
♦* tutes of the fchool, the mafter of it muft be. 

" Now thefe gentlemen do me the honour 
*** to think, that I have intereft enough 
** in you, to prevail upon you to write to 
^* Dean Swift, to perluade the Univerfity of 
•• Dublin to fend a diploma to mc^, confti- 
*• tuting this poor man mafter o^ afte in 
♦* their Univerfity. They highly eKtol the 
** man's learning and probky ; and will not 
"♦• be perfuaded, 'that the ^Univerfity «wiU 
«* make any difficulty of conferring fodh a 
** favour upon a ft ranger, if he is recom- 
>* mended by the Dean. They fay, he i» 

♦* not 
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•* i»t aft-aid o€ the ft rift eft examinadon, 
•* thot9gt> he is^ 06 fe long a journey ;• and* 
*• yet he will venture it, if the Dean thinks 
^ it neceflary^ chufing rather to die upoa 
** the road, than to bl ftarved to death in 
** tranflating for bookfellers, which has been 
" his only fubfiftence foi^fome time paft. 

" I fear there is more difficulty iathis af- 
•* fair than thefe good-natured gentlemen 
^ apprehend, efpecially as their ele^ion 
^ cannot be delayed longer than the i itb 
•* of next month. If you fee this piatter ia 
•* the fame light that it appears to me, I 
** hope you will buirn this, and pardon me 
** for giving you fo much trouble about an 
•* impraAicable thing ; but, if you think 
•* there is a probability of obtaining the 
•* favour afked, I am fore your humanity 
** and propenfity to relieve merit in diftreft 
** will incline you to ferve the poor man, 
^* without my adding any more to the trou* 
•* blc I have already given you, than affu- 
** ring you, that I am, with great truth, Sir, 
*• Your faithful humble fervant, 

" GOWER.'* 
•* Trcntham, Aog, ift%? 

c 3 This 
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This fcheme mifcarried. There is reafon to 
thiuky that Swift declined to meddle in the 
bufinefs ; and to that circumftance Johnibn's 
known diflike of Swift has been often im- 
puted, • 

It is mortify ing . to purfuc a man of me- 
rit through all his difficulties ; and yet this 
narrative muft be, through many following 
years, the hiftory of Genius and. Virtue ftrug- 
gling with Adverfity. Having loft the fchool 
at Appleby, Johnfon was thrown back on 
the metropolis. Bred to no profeflSon, with-* 
out relations, friends, or intereft, he waai 
condemned to drudgery in the fervice of 
Cave, his only patron. In November 1 738 
was publilhed a tranflation of Croufaz'« 
Examen of Pope^s Effay on Man ; ^' con- 
♦* taining a fuccinft View of the Syftem of 
** the Fatalifts, and a Confutation of their 
** Opinions ; with an llluftration of the 
** DoArine of Free Will ; and an Enquiry, 
** what view Mr. Pope might have in touch- 
** ing upon the Leibnitzian Philofophy^ and 
" Fatalifm. By Mr. Croufaz, Profeffor of 
V Philofophy and Mathematics atLaufanne.'* 
Tb^s tranflation has been |;e|ierally thought 

a proi 
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a produAion of Johnfon's pen; but it is 
now known, that Mrs. Elizabeth Carter 
has acknowledged it to be one of her early 
performances. It is certain, however, that 
Johnfon was eager to,promote the publica- 
tion* He confiiiered the foreign philofopher 
as a man zealous in the caufe of religion ; 
and with him he was willing to join againft 
the fyftem of the Fatalifts, and the doctrine 
of Leibnitz. It is well known that Warbur- 
ton wrote a vindication of Mr. Pope ; but 
there is reafon to think, that Johnfon con- 
ceived an early prejudice againft the Eflay on 
Man I and what once took root in a mind 
like his, was not eafily eradicated. His let- 
ter to Cave on this fubjeft is ftill extant, and 
may well juftify Sir John Hawkins, who in- 
ferred that Johnfon was the tranflatorof Crou- 
faz* The conclufion of the letter is remark- 
able. ** I am yours, Impransus.'' If by that 
Latin word was meant that he had not dined, 
l>ecaufe he wanted the means, who can read 
it, even at this hour, withou^an aching heart ? 

With a mindnaturally vigorous, and quick- 
ened by neceffity, Johnfon formed a multi* 
plicity of proje6ts ; but moft of them proved 
abortive. A number of fmall tra6ts ilTued 

c 4 from 
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from his pen with wonderful rapidity ; fuch 
as ** Marmor N0RFOLCIEN8E ; or an Eflay 
*« on an ancient prophetical Infcription, m 
" Monkifli Rhyme, difcovered at Lynn in 
^ Norfolk, By ProBus Britanntcusr Thii 
was a pamphlet againft Sir Robert Walpole. 
According to Sir John Hawkins, a warrant 
was iffued to apprehend the Author, who re- 
tired with his wife to an obfcure lodging 
near Lambeth Marth, and there eluded the 
feafqh of the meffengers. But this ftory has 
no foundation in truth. Johnfon: was never 
known to mention fuch an incident in his 
life ; and Mr. Steele (late of the Treafury) 
caufed diligent fearch to be made at the pro- 
per offices, and no trace of fuch a pro- 
ceeding could be found. In the fame year 
(1739) the Lord Chamberlain prohibited 
the reprefentation of a tragedy, called Gus- 
tavus Vasa, by Henry Brooke. Under the 
mafk of irony Johnfon publilhed, ** A Vin-» 
♦• dication of the Licenfer from the mali- 
^* cious and fcandalous Afperfions of Mr. 
♦* Brooke/* Of thefe two pieces Sir John 
Hawkins fays, " they have neither learning 
^ nor wit ; nor a fingle ray of that genius 
^* wiiich has fincc blazed forth ;•• but, as 
they hav€ been lately re-printcd, the rcad^, 

who 
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«rho ^vvifhes to gratify his curiofity, is refer- 
red to the fourteenth volume of Johnfon^s 
works, publiftied by Stockdale^ The lives of 
Boerhaave, Blake, Barratier, Father Paul, 
and others, were, about that time, printed in 
the Gentleman's Magazine. The fubfcrip- 
tion of fifty pounds a year for Savage was 
completed; and in July, 1739, Johnfon 
parted with the companion of his midnight- 
hours, never to fee him more. The fepa- 
ration was, perhaps, an advantage to him, 
who wanted to make a right ufe of his time, 
and even then beheld with felf-reproach 
the waftc occafioned by diiTipation^ His ab- 
ftinence from wine and ftrong liquors began 
foon after the departure of Savage* What 
habits he contrafted in the courfc of that ac- 
quaintance cannot now be known. The am* 
bition of excelling in converfation, and that 
pride of vi6tory, which, at times, difgraced 
a man of Johnfon^s genius, were, perhaps, 
native blemilhes. A fierce fpirit of inde- 
pendence, even in the midft of poverty, may 
be feeh in Savage ; and, if not thence trans* 
fufed by Johnfon into his own manners, it 
may, at lead, be fuppofed to have gained 
ftrength from the example before him. Du- 
ring that connedtion there was, if we believe 

Sir 
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Sir John Hawkins, a (hort reparation be* 
tween our author and his wife ; but a re^ 
conciliation foon took place. Johnfon loved 
her, and ftiewed his affection in various 
modes of gallantry, which Garrick ufed to 
render ridiculous by his mimicry. The af* 
fe^lation of foft and fafhionable airs did not 
become an unwieldy figure : his admiration 
was received by the wife with the flutter of 
an antiquated coquette ; and both, it is well 
known, furnifhed matter for the lively ge- 
pius of Garrick. 

It is a mortifying refleftion, that Johnfon» 
with a ftore of learning and extraordinary 
talents, was not able, at the age of thirty, to 
force his way to the favour of the publick. 
Slow rifes worth by poverty deprefs^d. ** He 
♦• was ftill," as he fays himfelf, " to provide 
** for the day that was paflTing over him/' 
He faw Cave involved in a ftate of warfare 
with the numerous competitors, at that time 
ftruggling with the Gentleman's Magazine ; 
and gratitude for fuch fupplies as Johnfon 
received di6lated a Latin Ode on the fubjedt 
of that contention. The firft lines, 

" Urbane, nuUis fcfle laboribus^ 
^* Urbane, nuUis vi&e caluamii$," 

put 
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put one in mind of Gafimir's Ode to Pope 
Urban : 

«« Urbane, regum m«ixiine, maxime 
" Urbane vatum.*'— 

The Polifh poet was, probably, at that time 
in the hands of a man who had meditated 
the hiftery of the Latin poets. Guthrie the 
hiftorian had. from July 1736 compofed the 
parliamentary fpeeches for the Magazine; 
but, from the beginning of the feflion which 
opened on the 19th of November, 1740, 
Johnfon fucceeded to that department, and 
continued it from that time to the debate on 
fpirituous liquors, which happened in the 
Houfe of Lords in February, 1 742-3. The 
eloquence, the force of argument, and the 
fplendor of language, difplayed in the feve- 
ral fpeeches, are well known, and univer- 
fally admired. The whole has been collected 
in two volumes by Mr. Stockdale, and may 
form a proper fupplement to this editioQ. 
That Johnfon was the author of the debates 
during that period was not generally known ; 
but the fecret tranfpired fevcral years after- 
wards, and was avowed by himfelf on the 
following occaiion; Mr.Wedderburne (now 

Lord 
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Lord Loughborough), Dr. Joh»fon, Dr. 
Francis (the tranflator of Horace), the pre- 
fent writer, and others, dined with the late 
Mr, Foote, An important debate towards 
the end of Sir Robert Walpole's adminiftrar- 
tion being mentioned,. Dr. Francis obferved^ 
•* That Mr. Pitt's fpeecb, on that occajGoa^ 
•• was the beft he had ever read.** He added^ 
** Thart he bad employed eight years, of hisr 
•^ life in the ftudy of Dcmolthenes, and fi- 
^' nifhed a tranflation of that celebrated 
*• orator, with all the decoratioms of ftylc 
^^ and language within the reach of his ca^ 
^* pacity ; but he had met with nothing 
•* equal to the fpcech above-mentioned.'* 
Many of the company remembered the de-v 
bate ; and fome paffages were cited^ with 
the approbation and applaufe of all prefent« 
During the ardour of converfation Johnfon 
remained filent. As foon as the warmth of 
praife fubfided, he opened with thefe wcMrds : 
" That fpeech I wrote in a garret in Exeter*- 
^* ftrect/' The company was (truck with 
aftonifhmcnt. After (taring at each other 
in filent amaze. Dr. Francis afked, *^ How 
** that fpeech could be written by him ?*! 
•• Sir,*' faid Johnfon, ** I wrote it in Exeter- 
«* (treet. I never had been in the gallery of 

"the 
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^* the Hotffe of Commons but once. Cave had 
•* ifttereft with the doot-kfeepersf. He, aod 
•• the perfons employed under him, gained 
*• admittance : they brought away the fub- 
•* jcft -of difcuifion, the names of the fpeak- 
♦* ers, the fide they took, and the order in 
** which they rofc, together with notes of 
^^ the arguments advanced in the c^urfe of 
" the debate. The whole was afterwards 
^^ communicatedto me;, and I compofed the 
«• fpeeches in the form which they now have 
*« in the Parliamentary debates." To this 
difcovery Dr. Francis made anfwer : " Then, 
•* Sir, you have exceeded Demofthenes himr 
^* felf.; for to fay^ that you have exceeded 
*• Francis's Demofthenes, would be faying 
** nothing**' The reft of the company be- 
itowcd laviih encomiums on Johnfpn : one, 
an particular, .praifed bis impartiality ; ob- 
£aniing9 .thait he dealt out reafon and elo- 
quoice with an equal hand to both parties. 
" That is not quite true,^' faidjohnfon; " I 
t^' faved appearances tolerably well ; but I 
^^ took care that the whig dogs ihould not 
>* have the beft of it." The fale of the M^ 
*g;azine was greatly increafed 'by the Parlia- 
-mentary debat^s^ which were continued by 

John- 
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Johnfon till the month of March, I742-3* 
From that time the Magazine was conducted 
by Dr. Hawkefworth, ; ' 

In 1743-4, Olborftc, the bookfeller, who 
kept a fhop in Gray*s-Inn, purchafed the 
Earl of Oxford's library, at the price of 
thirteen thoufand pounds. He projeftcd a 
catalogue in five o6t:avo volumes, at five 
fhillings each. Johnfon was employed in 
that painful drudgery. He was likewife to 
coUeft all fuch fmall tra,6ls as were in any 
degree worth preferring, in order to reprint 
and publifh the whole in a colleftion, called 
« The Harleian Mifcellany.'* The catalogue 
was completed ; and the Mifcellany in 1749 
"was pubhfhed in eight quarto volumes. In 
this bufinefs Johnfon was a day-labourer for 
immediate fubfiftence, not unlike Guftavus 
Vafa working in the mines of Dalicarlia* 
What Wilcox, a bookfeller of eminence in 
the Strand, faid to johnfon, on his firft arri- 
val in town, was now almofl: confirmed. He 
lent our author five guineas, and then a(ked 
him, ** How do you mean to earn your live- 
" lihood in this town ?•• " By my literary 
" labours,'* was the anfwen Wilcox, fta- 

ring 
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ring at him, fhook his head : " By yonr li- 
" terary labours! — You had better buy a 
^* porter's knot." Johnfon ufed to tell this 
anecdote to Mr. Nichols ; but he faid, ** Wil- 
^* cox was one o£ my beft friends, and he 
** meant well." In fa6l, Johnfon, while em- 
ployed in Gray*s-lnn, may be faid to have 
carried a porter's knot. He paufed occafion- 
ally to perufe the book that came to his hand. 
Oiborne thought that fuch curiofity tended 
to nothing but delay, and objeiSled to it with 
all the pride and infolence of a man, who 
knew that he paid daily wages. In the difpute 
that of courfe enfued, O (borne, with that 
roughnefs which was natural to him, enfor- 
ced his argument by giving the lie. Johnfon 
feized a folio, and knocked the bookfeller 
down. This ftory has been related as an in- 
ftance of Johnfon's ferocity ; but merit can- 
not always take the fpurns of the unworthy 
with a patient fpirit. 

That the hiftory of an author muft be 
found in his works is, in general, a true ob- 
fervation ; and was never more apparent than 
in the prefent narrative. Every aera of John- 
fon's life is fixed by his writings. In 1^44, 
he publiftied the life of Savage ; and then 

pro- 
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projected a new edition of Shakfpearc, As 9 
prelude to this dcfign, he publiftied, in 1 745, 
Mifcellanesus Obfervations on the iCrageJy of 
Macbeth^ with Remarks op Sir Thomas Hammers 
Edition ; to which were prefixed^ Profofcds for 
^ new Edition (f Shakf^eart^ with m Specimen. 
Of this pamplilet Warburton, in the Preface 
to Shakfpearc, has given his opinioo: ** As 
•* to all thofc tiiingSt which "have been pub* 
*' lifhed under the title of Effays, Remarks, 
^ Ohfervations, &c. on Shakfpeare, if yoa 
" except fome critical notes on Macbeth. 
** given as a fpecimen of a projeftcd cdi^ 
^^ tion, amd written, as appears^ by a man 
** of parts and genius, the reft are abfo* 
" lutely below a ferious notice/' But the 
attention of the publick was not excited ; 
there was no friend to promote .a fubfcrip* 
tion ; and the projc6t died to revive at a 
future day, A new undertaking, however^ 
was foon after propofed ; namely, an EngUlli 
Di6tionary upon an enlarged plan. Several 
of the moft opulent bookfeUetrs had medi- 
tated a work of this kind ; and the agseemeat 
was foon adjufted .between the parties* Em- 
boldened by this conne6):ion, Johnfon thought 
of a better habitation than Jbie had hitheito 
4 iknowsu 
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known. He had lodged with his wife in 
courts and alleys about the Strand ; but now^ 
for the purpofe of carrying on his arduous 
undertaking, and to be near his printer and 
friend Mr. Strahan, he ventured to take a 
houfe in Gough-fquare, Fleet-ftreet. He was 
told that the Earl of Chefterfield was a 
friend to his undertaking ; and, in confe« 
quence of that intelligence, he publifhed, in 
1 747, The Plan of a DiSionary of the Engiijh 
Language y addreffed to the Right Honourable 
Philip Dormer^ Earl of Cbeflerfield. one of bis 
Majefiy^s principal Secretaries of State. Mr. 
Whitehead, afterwards Poet Laureat, under- 
took to convey the manufcript to his Lord- 
(hip : the confequence was an invitation 
from Lord Chefterfield to the author. A 
ftronger contrail of characters could not be 
brought together ; the Nobleman, celebra- 
ted for his wit, and all the graces of polite 
behaviour ; the Author, confcious of his own 
merit, towering in idea id^e all competi- 
tion, verfed in fcholaftic lofeic, but a ftranger 
to the arts of polite converfation, uncouth, 
vehement, and vociferous. The coalition was 
too unnatural. Johnfon expefted a Maecenas, 
and was difappointed* No, patronage, no af- 
VoL« L d fiftance 
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fiftancefoilovvied. Vifits were repeated ^ bot 
the reception was not ccMrdiaL Johnibn one 
day was left a full hour» waiting in an ^nti* 
duuxiber, till a gentleman (hoQid retire^ and 
leave his lordftiip at kifyre. This was the 
famous CoUey Gibber. Johnfon (aw him go^ 
w^dy fired with indignationi ruflied out of 
the houfe. Wh^t Lord Chefterfield thought 
of Ivis viiitor may be feen in a pa&ge in oiie^ 
of that Nobleman's letters to his fon*^ 
^ There is a man, whofe moral ghara^er^ 
i^ deep learning, and iiiperior parts, I ac^ 
*• knowledge, admire, and rcfpe6t 5 bufe 
•* whom it ifl fo impoflSblc for me to love, 
^> tiiat I am almoft in a fevv whenever I aoi 
t* in his company. His, figure (without being 
^ deformed) feems made to difgrace or ridi- 
^* cule the common ftrufture of the humaa 
^* body*- His legs and arrps are never in the 
«* pofition which, according to the fituatioft 
f* of his body, they ought to be in, but con- 
*^ ftantly empVjjttel in committing a^Sls of 
** hoftility upoja;thc; Graces. He throw? any 
" where, but down his thrpat, whatever h« 
*• means to drink.; and maogles what he 
** means to carve. Inattentive' to all the rc-» 
• Lcticf CCXII. 

" gards 
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*^ gards of fecial life, he mif-tim«6 and mif^ 
•^ l^aced every thiog. He difputes with heat 
^^ iulifcnfiiiciately, mindle&oftheraiik^char 
^ rafter, and fituation of thofe with whom 
*^ he difpiitcs. Abfolutely ignorant of the fe* 
*^ varal gradations of famih'arity and refpc6t^ 
^^ he is esa^ly the fame to his fuperiors, hia 
^ €l<|itala^ and his inferiors; and therefc^re^ 
** by 'a neceffary confequence, is abfurd ta 
** tw^ of the three. Is it poffible to love fuch 
^^ a man ? No. The ntmofl: I can do for 
^ hioB is, to conTHkr him arefpe^able Hot- 
^ tentot/* Such was the idea entertained by 
Lord Chefterfield* After the incident of Col- 
ley Gibber, Johnfon never repeated his vifits. 
In his high and decifive tone, he has been of-* 
ten heard to fay, " Lord Chefterfield is aWit 
^ among Lords, and a Lord among Wits.'* 

In the courfe of the year 1747, Garrick, 
in conjunftion with Lacy, became patentee 
of Drury-lane Playhoufe. For the opening 
of the theatre, at the ufual time, JohofoA 
wrote for his friend the well-knowa prologue, 
which, to fay no more of it, may at leaft be 
placed o» a level with Pope's to the tragedy 
of Ca&3u The playhoijfc being now under 

d 2 Garrick's 
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Garrick's dire&ion, Jobnfon thought the op- 
portunity fair to think of his tragedy of Irene, 
which was his whole ftbck on his firft arrival 
in town, in the year 1737. That play was 
accordingly put into rehearfal in January, 
1 749, As a precurfor to prepare the way, 
and to awaken the public attention, TAi 
Vanity of Human Wljhes^ a Poem in Imitation 
of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal, by the Author 
of LondM^ was publifhed in the fame month. 
In the Gentleman's Magazine, for February, 
1 749, we find that the tragedy of Irene wa^ 
at^ed at Drury-lane, on Monday, February 
the 6th, and from that time, without inter* 
ruption, to Monday, February the 2Cth, 
being in all thirteen nights. Since that time 
it has not been exhibited On any (lage* Irene 
may be added to fome other plays in our 
language, which have loft their place in the 
theatre, but continue to pleafe in the clofet. 
During the reprefentation of this piccfe, 
Johnfon attended every night behind the 
fcenes. Conceiving that his chara6ter as 
an author required fome ornament for his 
pcrfon, he chofe» upon that occafion, to 
decorate himfclf with a handfome waiftcoat, 
and a gold-laced hit. The late Mr. Topham 

Beau- 
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Beauclerc, who had a great deal of that 
humour which pleafes the more for feeming 
undefigned, ufed to give a pleafant defcript 
tion of this Green-room finery, as related by 
thc^author himfelf; "'But/' faid Johnfon, 
with ^great gravity, " I foon laid afide my 
*' gold-laced hat, left it fhould make me 
** proud." The amount of the three benefit 
nights for the trag^sdy of Irene^ it is to be 
feared, was not very confiderable, as the 
profit, that ftimulating motive, never in- 
vited the author to another dramatic at^ 
tempt* Some years afterwards, ivhen the 
prefent writer was intimate with Garriclr, 
and knew Johnfon to be in diftrefs, he afked 
the manager why he * did not produce ano- 
ther tragedy for his Lichfield friend ? Gar- 
rick's anfwer was remarkable : ** When 
** Johnfon writes /r^^^^jj^t declamation roars ^ 
** and pajjionjleeps : when Shakfpeare wrote, 
•* he dipped his pen in his own heart." 

There may, perhaps, be a degree of fame- 
nefs in this regular way of tracing an author 
from one work to another, and the reader 
may feel the effedl of a tedious monotony ; 
but in the life of Johnfon there are no other 

d 3 land- 
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ijandtti^rHs* He was now forty y^tfrs old^ 
and h^d mixed but littk with the wof)i|> 
He followed no profeffion, tranfa<aed bo 
bufineis, and was a flranger to what is called 
.a tx>wn»life# ' ; We are now arrived at tfa« 
brigfateft period he had hitherto knofwn. 
His name broke out upon m&nkiod if^ith a 
degree of luftre that promifed 9 triumph over 
all his difiicultiest The Life of Savage wat 
admired as a beautiful and inftru6):ive piece 
of biography* The two imitations of Juve* 
nal were thought to rival even the excellence 
of Pope ; and the tragedy of Irene^ though 
uninterefting on the ftage, was univerfally 
admired in the clofet, for the propriety of 
the fentiments, the richnefs of the language^ 
^nd th$ general harmony of the whole com*^ 
pofitioDi His fame was widely diffufed ; and 
he had made his agreement with the book« 
fellers for hisEnglifli Dictionary at the furo of 
fifteen hundred guineas ; part of which wa« 
to be, from time to time, advanced in pro- 
portion to the progrefs of the work. This 
was a certain fund for his fupport, without 
being obliged to write fugitive pieces for the 
petty fupplies of the day. Accordingly we 
findthat^ in 1749, he eftabliflied.a club» con« 
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fifting oF ten in number^ at HorfemaQ^s 14 
lvy*iane, on every Tueftiay evening. Thip 
16 the fixil £bene of focial life to which Johti* 
fon can be traced out of his own houfe* Thf 
pietobcrs of this little fociety wore, Samuel 
Johnfon { Dr. Salter (father of the late Ma« 
fter of the Charter-houfe) ; Dr. JHawkefr 
worth ; Mr. Ryland) a merchant; Mn Payne» 
a bookfeller^ in Pater*nofter-row ; Mu Sa- 
muel Dyer, a learned young man; Dr» WiU 
liamM^Ghie^ a Scotch phyfician; Dr. £d« 
mond Batker, a young phyfician ; Dr. Bar 
thnrftt'^^uiother young phyfician; ^od Sir 
John Hawkiils. This lift is given by Sir 
John^' as it ihould feem« with no other view 
than to draw a fpiteful and malevolent cha« 
ra^faar fiS almoll every one of them^ Mr. 
Dyet, whdm Sir John iays he loved with 
the afie^ion of a brother, meets with the 
hariheft'treatmenty becaufe it was his maxin^ 
diat A> Jive in feact with mankind^ and in a 
temper to do good offices^ was the mojl ejfentiai 
fart of our duty. That notion of moral good- 
jysSs gave umbrage to Sir John Hawkins, and 
drew down upon the memory of his friend 
the bittereft imputations. Mr. Dyer, how- 
^ver, waa admirpd and loved through life. 

d 4 He 
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He was a man of literature* Johnfba loved 
to enter with him into a difcuflion of meta« 
phyfical, moral, and critical fubje6b; in 
thofe conflicts, exercifing hit talents, andy 
according to his cuftom, always contending 
for viftory. Dr. Bathurft was the perfon on 
whom Johnfon fixed bis afFe£i:ion. He hardly 
ever fpoke of him without tears in his eyes. 
It was from him, who was a native of Ja« 
roaica, that Johnfon received into his fer« 
vice Frank *, the black fervant, whom, on 
account of his mafter, he valued to the end 
of his life* At the time of inftituting the 
club in Ivy-lane, Johnfon had projeAed the 
Ramhler. The title was moft probably fug* 
gefted by the Wanderer ; a poem which he 
mentions, with the warmed praife, in the 
Life of Savage. With the fame fpirit of in* 
dependence with which he wiihed to live, it 
was now his pride to write. He communis 
cated his plan to none of his friends ; he de« 
fired no affiftance, relying entirely on hit 
own fund, and the protedtion of the Divino 
Being, which he implored in a folemn form 
of prayer, compofed by himfelf for the oc* 
cafion. Having formed a refolution to un** 
dertake a work that might be of ufie and ho* 
# Si» GepL Mag* vol. IXSl* ^ X90» 

nour 
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nour to liis country^ he thought, with Mil* 
ton, that this was not to be obtained ^^ but 
** by devout prayer to that Eternal Spiril: 
.*^ that can enrich with all utterance and 
f ^ knowledge, and fend out his feraphim 
^^ wkh .the hallowed fire of his all^r, to 
♦* touch and purify the lips of whom h« 
^plcafcs/* 

Having involocd the fpecial prote^ionof 
fleaven, and by that a€t of piety fortified hit 
Aiind, he began the great work of the Ram^ 
iter. The firft number was publifhed oa 
.Tuefday^ March the aoth, 1 750 ; and from 
that time was continued regularly every Tue£» 
day and Saturday, for the fpace of two years^ 
when it finally clofed on Saturday, March 
^4> J 752i« As it began with motives of piety^ 
io it appears that the fame religious fpirit 
flowed with unabating ardour to the la(L 
His conclufion is : ** The Effays profeffedly 
•** ferious, if I have been able to execute my 
•• own intentions, will be found exa6tly con- 
>* formable to the precepts of Chriftianity^ 
^* without any accommodation to the licen* 
♦« tioufnefs and levity of the prefent age. I 
•♦ therefore look back on thi« part of roy 

*• work 
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^ work with pleafurt, which no cdan ihaii 
*• diminifli or augments I (hail fitf?« cnvf 
*• the honours which wit and learningobtam 
^ in any other caufe, if I can be numbered 
♦* among the writers who have giveii ardbur 
•* to virtue, and confidence to tmth/* Thft 
^ole number of EfTays amounted to tw6 
hundre4l and eight. Addifon's, intfaeSpec^ 
tator, are more in number, but not half in 
|KMnt of quantity: Addiibn was t^ot bound 
to publifh onftateddays; he could watcli 
the ebb and Sow of his genius, and fend his 
paper to the prefs when his own tafte'was &- 
tislied* Johnfon*s cafe was very diffdrcnt. 
tie wrote fmgly and alone. In the whole 
progrefs of the work he did not receive more 
dian ten edays. This was a fcanty contribu^ 
tion. For the reft, the author has defcribed 
his iituation. ^* He that condemns htmfelf 
^^ to compofe on a ftated day, will oftea 
*^ i>ring to his ta(k an attention diflipated, a 
•* memory cmbarraffcd, an imagination ovciN 
** \vlielmed, a mind diftra6ted with anxieties, 
f* a body languilhing with difeafe : he will 
^* labour on a barren topic, till it is top late 
♦• to change it; or, in the ardour of invention, 
•* diflfufe hi^ thoughts into wild exuberance, 

"which 
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wfakh the preflio^ hour of publicatioa 
^^ canfiot fufifer judgment to examine or rcr 
•* dace" Of this excellent prodthdiion the 
number (old on each day did not amount to 
five hundred : of courie the hookfeller^ who 
paid the author four guineas a we^k, did not 
tarry oa a fuccefsful trade. His generoOty 
and perfeVerance deferv^ to be commeoded t 
•ndhappiiy9 when the colleftioa ajjpeared 
in volumes, were amply rewarded. Johnibm 
lived to iee his labours flouriih in a tetitk 
edition* His pofterity, as an ingenious'FreiiciL 
Writer ha§ faid on a fimiiar occ^fioiv began in 
his life^time. 

In ^e begioning of 1750, Xoon h(ttt tht 
Rambier w^ iet on foot, Johnibn was indu* 
ced by the arts of a vile icnpoftcnr to lend/his 
ailiftance^ during a temporary d^ufion» to e 
fraud not to be paraileled in the .annals of 
litersUiure. One Laudpe, a native of Scot- 
land, who had been a teacher in the Univer- 
fity of EofNBVRGH, bad conceived a mortal 
antipathy to the name and chara&er of Mil- 
ton. His reafon was, becaufe the prayer of 
Pamela, in Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia, was^ 
as hofuppofedy mal&cioufly inferted by the 

great 
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great poet in an edition of th6 Eikon Bafi« 
like, in order to fix an imputation of itii- 
piety on the memory of the murdered kingl 
Fired with refentment, and willing to reap 
the profits of a grofs impofition, this maa 
icoUe^ed from fcveral Latin poets, fuch as 
Mafenius the Jefuit, Staphorftius a Dutch 
divine, Beza, and others, all fuch paiTages 
as bore any kind of refemblance to diffefent 
places in the Paradife Loft ; and thefe he 
publifhed, from time to time, in the Gen- 
tleman*s Magazine, with occafional interpo^ 
lations of lines, which he himfelf tranflated 
from Milton. The public credulity fwal- 
lowed all with eagernefs ; and Milton was 
fuppofed to be guilty of plagiarifm from in- 
ferior modern writers. The fraud fucceeded 
fo well, that Lauder coUefted the whole into 
a volume, and advertifed it under the title 
of ^* Ah EJfay on Milton^ s Ufe and Imitation of 
•• the Moderns J in his Paradife hofi j dedicated 
** to the Uni'OerJities of Oxford and Cambridge. ^^ 
While ^he book was in the prefs, the proof* 
-flie,ets were fhewn to Johnfon at the Ivy-lanfe 
eiub, by 'Payne, the bookfeller, who was 
one of the members. No man in that fociety 
was in pofTeffion of the authors from whom 

Lauder 
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Lauder profeffed to make his extracts. The 

charge was believed, and the contriver of it 

found his way to Johnfon, who is rcprc* 

fented by Sir John Hawkins, not indeed as 

an accomplice in the fraud, but, through 

motives of malignity to Milton, delighting 

in die detedUon, and exulting that the poet^s 

reputation would fufFer by the difcovery* 

More malice to a deceafed friend cannot well 

be imagined* Hawkins adds, ^^ tbat he wijhed 

** well to the argument muji be inferred frtnit 

♦* the preface^ which indubitably was written 

•* by him^^ The preface, it is well known» 

was written by Johnfon, and for that reafon 

is inferted in this edition. But if Johnfon 

approved of the argument, it was no longer 

than while he believed it founded in truth* 

Let us advert to his own words in that very • 

preface^ •• Among the enquiries to which 

** the ardour of criticifm has naturally given 

«« occafion, none is more obfcure in itfelf, or 

** more worthy of rational curiofity, than a 

U retrofpe6lionof the progrefs of this mighty 

** genius in the,conftru£tion of his work ; a 

♦* view of the fabric gradually rilingv per- 

^y haps from fmall beginnings, till its foun- 

!^ dation refts in the centre, and its turrets 

•* fparklc 
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^ fparkle in the fides ; to trace bad: t^t 
f^ ftru&nre, tiarough all its varieties^ to the 
^^ fiisplicity of .the fitrft |>lan ; to find trhat 
f^ wa& porojededt whence the fchnne >v«s ta^ 
f^ ken, how it was improved, hy wbatf aflifbt 
^ aiice it war executed, aod from what ftores 
^ the materials were collected ; whether its 
^ fbandei dug them from the qfiftarries of 
^< natvcrev or demolifhed otber buildiogs to 
^ embdlifh his- owa.'* Thefe were the aqbck 
thresthat induced Johnfon to afiifl: Lander 
with a preface : and are not their iihe mo^ 
th?«& of a critic and a fcholar ? What reader 
of tafte, what man of real knowledge, would 
not thinlc his time well employed in an en- 
cpjiry fo curious, fo interefting, and inftruc-^ 
tive? if Lauder's fa/6b were reaJHj true, 
who would not be glad, without tfaefmaUeft 
tin^^ure o£ unalerolence, to receive real in* 
formation > It is painful to be thus obliged 
to vindicate a man who, in his hearty tow- 
ered above the petty arts of fraud and im- 
pofition, againft an injudicioua tHograpfaef; 
who undertook txy be his editor, and the prc» 
te^bor of his memory. Another writer. Dr. 
Towers, in an Eilay on the Life and Cha- 
rad:er of Vt. Johafon^ feems tq counteasyice 
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this calumny* He f^ys, // ro^ hardly bi 
4^nbied^ hut that Jfhnfm^s av^rfion H Miltm^f 
politics was the faufe of that alacrity with 
which ht jcimd with Lauder in his i$ifam9as 
attack on our great ^fic focty and which indued 
himtaif0 in thai traufaSkm. Thefe words 
would feem to defcribe an accomplice, wcro 
they not immediately followed by an exprefii 
^fclaration, that Johnfon was unacquainted 
with the impojiure^ Dr. Towers adds, /« 
fitms to have been iy way of making fome corn^ 
peu/ation to the memory of Milton^ for thejhare 
be had in the attack of Lauder^ that Johnfon 
wrote the Prohgue^fpoken by Garrick^ at Drury^ 
lame theatre y lys^f ^^ *^ performance of the 
yLafque of Catnus^for the benefit of Milton^ s 
grand-daughter. Dr. Towers ip not free from 
prejudice ; but, as Shakfpeare has it, " he be- 
** gets a temperance, to give it fmoothnefs/* 
He is, therefore, entitled to a difpaffionate 
anfwer. When Johnfon wrote the pro- 
logue, it does appear that he was aware of 
the malignant arti£tces pra£lifed by Lauder. 
In the poftfcript to Johnfon'.s preface, a 
fubfcription is propofed, for relieving the 
grand-daughter of the author of Paradife 
LolL Dr, Towers will agree that this fh^ws 

• 6 John- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



04 AN BSSAt OK tHK LlPE AlVD 

Johnfon*s alacrity in doing good. That afa^ 
crity fhewed itfelf again in the letter printed 
in the European Magazine, January, 1785^ 
and there faid to have appeared originally 
in the General Advertifer, 4th April, 1750^ 
by which the publick were invited to csm-* 
brace the opportunity of paying a juft regard 
to the illuftrious dead, united with the plea^ 
fure of doing good to the living. The letter 
adds, *'To affift induftrious indigence, ftrug- 
** gling with diftrefs, and debilitated by age» . 
•' is adifplay of virtue, and an acquifition of 
•* happihefs and honour. Whoever, there- 
** fore, would be thought capable of plea-- 
•• fure in reading the works of our incom* 
•* parable Milton, and not fo deftitute of 
•* gratitude as to refufe to lay out a trifle, in. 
** a rational and elegant entertainment, for 
" the benefit of his living remains, for the 
•* exercife of their own virtue, the increafe. 
of their reputation, and the confcioufncfs 
of doing good, (hould appear at Drury- 
" lane Theatre, tomorrow, April 5, when 
** CoMus will be performed for the benefit of 
** Mrs^. Elizabeth Fofter, grand -daughter to 
•* the author, and the only furviving branch 
•* of his family. Nota bene^ there will be a 

•• nev 
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•• new prologue on the occafion, written by 
'^ the author of Irene, and fpoken by Mr* 
** Oarrick/* The man, who had thus ex- 
ertied himfelf to fcrve the grand*daughter,* 
cannot be fuppofed to have entertained per- 
fonal iflalice to the' grand -father. It is true, 
thiat t^e malevolence of Lauder^ as well as 
the hnpoftures of^Archibald BcJwcr, were 
fially dcte6led by the labours, in the caufe of 
trtith, df .the Rev. JD'f . Douglas, now Lord 
Bilhdpof Sali&ury. ' • 

^— ^ " I^rath qui cotttudit Hydram, 

•* Notaque fatali portenta labore fubegit.'* 

But the pamphlet, eiltituled, Milton vindt^ 
cated from thi Charge of Phgidrifm brought 
again/i hint by M?: LaUder*^ and Lauder him* 
Jhff convi&eil 6f fcOfrai' Forgeries and grofs 
Impopiont [on 'the ^uWek^ by John t)ougtas. 
M. ji. RefforifE'aion Conftantine^ Salop ^ was 
not publifhed till the year 1751. In that 
work, p. 77, Br. Douglas fays, ** It is to 
**^ be hoped, n^y, it is expeSed^ that the ele- 
** gant and nervous writer, whofe jiidicibus 
•* fentiments and intmitable ftyle point out 
" the author of Lauder's preface and poft-' 
** fcript, will no longer allow a man to 
** plkme himfelf with his feathers^ who ap- 
" pears fo little to have defervcd his affift- 
•" Vol. U c " ance; 
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^^ diK€ ; an affi(laiK:^ which I am pvrfiudfld * 
*^ would neVer have boen comaraakatedf 
^< had there been the kaCb fufpicion oi^ tboTo 
** faftsi which I have bf«n the iiyftrania«t 
" of conveying to the wwld.*' . Wte;* iwf^. 
here a coiSteinporary teftimony to ifliejnte^ 
grity of Dn JohofoA thiy^iighoOl th? w^IjC 
o? that yile tranfa^iotV: What was the <:o«K 
fequence <sf the reqiiifitic^ Kiedtf by Dir« I^oiig* 
las ? Jt>h»foQ, whofe f(ding paffion m^y be 
faid to be the love of truths cOOviatiQed Ii^U^ 
der, that it would be more to hia intereft to 
make a full confe^ion of hisguilt, than to 
ftand forth .the convicted champioaof a lye^ 
and for this purpofe he drew up^ in the 
ftrongeft terms, a recantation in a Letter to 
the Rev. Mr. Douglas^, which Lauder fignefi^ 
and pubii(hed in the y^r 1 75 c* That piece 
will reoiaiii a. lifting meqiaria] of theabhor^- 
rence >yith wjiich Johnfop beheld a violatioa 
of truth; Mr.NichoIs, whofe attachment to 
his iilutlrious friend was unwearied, fliewed 
liim in 1780 a hook, called Remarks on Johfi'^ 
fen'i Life of MUton^ .in which the affair of i 
Lauder was renewed wit^ virulence, and ^ 
poetical ft ale in the Literary Magazine 1758 
(when Johnibn had ceafed to write in that 
coUedion) was urged as an additrional proof 
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of deliberate iTtalice* He read the libellous 
paffage with attention, and inftantly wrote 
09 the margin : ** In the buimefs of Lauder 
•* I was deceived, partly by thinking the 
** man tod frantic to be fraudulent. Of the 
•* poetical fcale quoted from the Magazine I 
•* arti not the author. I fancy it was put in 
" after I had quitted that work ; for I not 
•• only did not write it, but I do not re* 
*• member it.'* As a critic and a fcholar, 
Johnfon was willing to receive what num- 
bers at the time believed to be true informa- 
tion : when he found that the whole was a 
forgery, he renounced all connetJlion with 
the author. 

In March 1752, he felt a fevere ftroke of 
afHi£lion in the death of his wife. The laft 
number of the Rambler, as already men- 
tioned, was on the 14th of that month. The 
lofs of 'Mrs. Johnfon was then approaching, 
and, probably, was the caufe that put an 
end to thofc admirable periodical effays. It 
appears that ihe died on the 28th of March: 
in a memorandum, at the foot of the Prayers 
and Meditations, that is called her Dying 
Day. She was buried at Bromley, under the 
tare 6f Dr. Hawkefworth. Johnfon placed 

c 2 a Latin 
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a Latin infcription on her .tombj in ivhifih 
he celebrated her beauty^ With the fingu- 
larity of his prayers for his deceafed wife^ 
from that time to the end of his d^s^ the 
world is fufficiently acquainted. On Eafter- 
day, 22d April, 1764, his memorandum fays: 
" Thought on Tetty, poor dear Tctly ! with 
'• my eyes full. Went to Church. After fer- 
** mon I recommended Tetty in a prayer by 
*' herfelf ; and my father^ mother, brother^ 
^* and Bathi4rft, in another. I did it only 
f^ once, fo far as it might be lawful for me.** 
In a pfayer, January 23, 1759, the day on 
which his mother was buried^ he commends^ 
as far as may be lawful, her foul to God, im- 
ploring for her whatever is moft beneficial to 
her in her prefent ftate. In this habit he 
perfevered to the end of his days. The Rev* 
Mr. Strahan, the editor of the Prayers and 
Meditations, obferves, " That Johnfon, on 
" fomc occafions^ prays that the Almighty 
" may have had mercy on his wife and Mr. 
" Thrale ; evidently fuppofmg their fentence 
*• to have been already pafled in the Divine 
** Mind ; and, by confequence, proving, that 
*• he had no belief in a ftate of purgatory, 
*• and no reafon for praying for the dead 
♦* that could impeach the fmcerity of his 

•* pro* 
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♦* profeffioa as a Proteftant.'* Mr. Strahan 
adds, " That, in praying for the regretted 
♦• tenants of the grave, Johnfon conformed 
** to a pradtice which has been retained by 
*• many /learned members of the Eftabliflied 
*^ Church, though the Liturgy no longer 
*^ admits it. If where the tree Jalleth^ there 
** itjhall be ; if our ftate, at the clofe of life, 
♦* is to be the meafure of our final fentencc, 
^* then prayers for the dead, being, vifibly 
•• fruitlefs, can be regarded only as the vain 
'* oblations of fuperitition. But of all fuper- 
** ftitions this, perhaps, is one of the leaft 
*' unamiable, and moft incident to a good 
"mind. If our fenfations of kindnefs be 
" intenfe, thofe, whom we have revered and 
" loved, death cannot wholly fcclude from 
** our concern. It is true, for the reafon 
** juft mentioned, fuch evidences of our fur- 
** viving affe6lion maybe thought ill-judged ; 
•* but furely they are generous, and fome 
*' natural tendernefs is due even to a fuper- 
** flition, which thus originates in piety and 
•• benevolence." Thefe fentences, extratted 
from the Rev. Mr. Strahan*s preface, if they 
are not a full juftification, are, at leaft, 
a beautiful apology. It will not be impro- 
per to add what Johnfon himfelf has faid on 
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the fubjcft. Being alked by Mr. Bofwell *, 
what he thought of purgatory as believed by 
the Roman Catholicks ? His anfwer was, 
•• It is a very harmlefs dodlrine. They arc 
** of opinion, that the generality of mail* 
** kind are neither fo obftinately wicked as 
•* to deferve everlafting punifhment ; nor fo 
good as to merit being admitted into the 
fociety of bleffed fpirits ; and, therefore, 
" that God is gracioufly pleafed to allow a 
•* middle (late, where they may be purified 
** by certain degrees of fufFering. You fee 
" there is nothing unreafon&ble in this ; and 
** if it be once eftablifhed that there are fouls 
" in purgatory, it is as proper to pray for 
" them, as for our brethren of mankind who 
** are yet in this life/* This was Dr. Johnfon's 
guefs into futurity ; and to guefs is the ut-» 
mod that man can do. Shadows^ clouds^ and 
darknefsy refi upon it. 

Mrs. Johnfon left a daughter, ^ Lucy Por- 
ter, by her firft hufband- She had con- 
tracted a friendlhip with Mrs* Anne Wil- 
liams, the daughter of Zachary Williams, 
a phyfician of eminence in South Wales, 
who had devoted more than thirty years of a 

* Life of Johnfcn, Voh I. p. 328. 

long 
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kmg iife to the ftudy of the longitude, and 
was thought to have made gr^at advances 
towards that important difcovery. His let* 
ters to Lord Haiifaic^ and the Lords of the 
Admiralty, partly corre^d and partly writ* 
ten by Dr. Johnfon, are ftill extant in the 
hands of Mr. Nichols *• We there find Dr. 
Williams, in the eighty •.third year of his age, 
ftating, that he had prepared an inftrument, 
which might be called an epitome or mi- 
niature of the terraqueous globe, ihewing, 
with the afliftance of tables conftru£ted by 
himfelf, the variations of the magnetic nee* 
die, and afcertaining the longitude for the 
fafety of navigation. It appears that this 
fcheme had been referred to Sir Ifaac New» 
ton ; but that great philofopher excufmg 
himfelf on account of his advanced age, all 
applications were ufelefs till 1751, when the 
fubjedt was referred, by order of Lord Anfon, 
to Dr. Bradley, the celebrated profeflbr of 
aftronomy. His report was unfavourable f, 
though it allows that a confiderable progrefs 
had been made. Dr. Williams, after all his 
labour and expence, died in a (hort time af- 
ter, a melancholy inftance of unrewarded 

* See Gentleman*s Magazine for Nov. and Dec. 1787. 
f Ibid, for Dec. 17S7, p. 1041. 

e -^ Bserit 
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merit. His daughter pofl^ired uncommoa 
talents^ and, though blind, had an alacrity of 
mind that made her converfation agreeable, 
and even defirable^ To relieve and ap- 
peafe melancholy refle6tions, Johnfoa took 
her home to his houfe in Gough-fquare. In 
1755, Garrick gave her a benefit-play, which 
produced two hundred pounds. In 1766, 
Ihe publiftied, by fubfcription, a quarto vo- 
lume of Mifcellanies, and increafed her little 
ftock to three hundred pounds. That fund» 
with Johnfon's prote^Sion, fupported her 
through the remainder of her life. 

During th? two years in which the Ram- 
bler was carried on, the Di£tionary pro- 
ceeded by flow degrees. In May 1752, ha- 
ving compofed a prayer preparatory to his 
return from tears and forrow to the duties of 
life, he refumcd his grand defign, and went 
on with vigour, giving, however, occafional 
aflfiftance to his friend Dr. Hawkefworth in 
the Adventurer, which began foon after the 
Rambler was laid afide. Some of the moft 
valuable eflays in that collection were from 
the pen of Johnfon. The Dictionary was 
completed towards the end of 1754; and. 
Cave being then no more, it was a mortifi- 
cation to the author of that noble addition 

to 
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to oor language, that his old friend did not 
live to fee the triumph of his labours. In 
May 1755, that great work was publifhed. 
JohnfoQ was defirous that it fhould come 
from one who had obtained academical ho*» 
nours ; and for that purpofe his friend the 
Rev. Thomas Warton obtained for him, in 
the preceding month of February, a diploma 
for a mafter*s degree from the Univerfity of 
Oxford. Garrick, on the publication of the 
Di6lionary, wrote the following lines : 

•* Talk of war with a Briton, he'll boldly advance, 
** That one Engliflt foldier can beat ten of France. 
** W^^^d w^ ^^^^r ^^^ boaft from the fword to the 

" pen, 
** Our odds are ftill greater, ftill greatcisour men. 
*• In the deep mines of fcience though Frenchmen 

** may toil, 
** Can their ftrength be compared to Locke, Ncw- 

** ton, or Boyle ? 
** Let them rally thpir heroes, fend forth all their 

^* pow'rj, 
** Their v^rfeme^ and profcmen, then nutch them 

^* with ours. 
** Firft Shakfpeare and Milton, like Gods in^the fight, 
** Have put their whole drama and epic to flight. 
** In fatires, epiftles, and odes would they cope ? 
*^ Their numbers retreat before Dryden and Pope. 

** And 
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•* And Johnfon well arm'd, like a hero of yore, 
^ Has beat Forty Freoch, and will beat Forty morc.*^ 

It is^ perhaps, needlefs to mention, that 
Forty was the number of the French Aca- 
demy, at the time when their Di&ionary 
was publiflied to fettle their language. 

In the courfe of the winter preceding this 
grand publication, the late JBarl of Chef-* 
terficld gave two eflays in the periodical Pa-» 
per, called The Woeld, dated November 
a8, and December 5, 1754, to prepare the 
ppblick for fo important a work. The ori- 
ginal plan, addreffed to his Lordftiip in the 
year 1747, « there mentioned in terms of 
the higheft praife ; and this was uhderftood, 
at the time, to be a courtly way of folicit- 
ing a dedication of the Didtionary to him* 
felf. Johnfon treated this civility with dif- 
dain. He faid to Garrick and others, •* I 
^^ have failed a long and painful voyage 
^* round the world of the Englifti language ; 
f ♦ and does he now fend out two cockboats 
*f to tow me into harbour ?'• He had faid, 
in the laft numher of the Rambler, ** that, 
*' having laboured to maintain the dignity 
*.* of virtue, I will not now degrade it by the 
** meannefs of dedication// Such a man, 

when 
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when he had finilhed his Diftionary, *^not,'* 
as he fays himfelf, *• in the foft obfcurities of 
•• retirement, or under the fheltcr of acade-» 
** mic bowers, but amidft inconvenience and 
" diftra6):ion, in ficknefs and in forrow, and 
** without the patronage of the great," was 
not likely to be caught by the lure thrown 
out by lord Chefterfield. He had m vain 
fought the patronage of that nobleman ; and 
his pride, exafperated by difappointmen^ 
drew from him the following letter, dated 
in the month of February, ijss* 

" To the Right Honourable the Earl ot 

** ClfSSTERFIELD. 

^ My Lord, 

I have been lately informed, by the pro- 
prietors of the World, that two papers, 
** in which my Diftionary is recommended 
** to the publick, were written by your 
** Lordfhip. To be fo diftinguiftied is an 
*^ honour which, being very little accuf- 
** tomed to favours from the great, 1 know 
*• not well how to receive, or in what tcrm« 
** to acknowledge. 

** When upon fome flight encouragement, 
•* I firft vifited your Lordfhip, I was over* 
•* powered, like the reft of mankind, by the 

** enchant-" 
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*' enchantment of your addrefs, and could 
*' not forbear to with, that I might boaft 
** myfelf le vainqueur du vainqueur de le terre ; 
** that I might obtain that regard for which 
*• I faw the world contending. But I found 
** my attendance fo little cncour&ged, that 
** neither pride nor modefty would fufFer 
*• me to continue it. When I had once ad- 
" dreffed your Lordfhip in public, I had ex- 
** haufted all the art of pleafing, which a re- 
^ tired and uncourtly fcholar can poflefs. I 
" had dome all that I could ; and no man is 
** well pleafed to have his all ncgletSled, he 
** it ever fo little. 

•' Seven years, my Lord, have now pafTed 
/* fince I waited in your outward room, or was 
** repulfed from your door i during which. 
** time I have been pufliing on my work. 
" through difficulties, of which it is ufelefs to 
** complain, and have brought it at laft to the 
*^ verge of publication, without one act of 
** afliftance, one word of encouragement, or 
y one fjnile of favour. Such treatment I did 
•' not expeft, for I never had a patron before^ 

. " The Shepherd in Virgil grew acquaint- 
** ed with Love, and found him a native of 
*♦ the rocks. 

4* Is 
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^ Is not a patroiif my Lord^ one who looks 
** with unconcern on a man ftruggling fot 
*• life in the water, and, when he has reached 
** ground, encumbers him with help ? Th« 
f ^ notice which you have been pleafed to taka 
*• of my labours, had it been early, had been 
kind ; but it has been delayed till I am 
indifferent, and cannot enjoy it ; till I am 
folitary, and cannot impart it ; till I am 
*• known, and do not want it. I hope it is 
" no very cynical afperity not to confefs ob* 
f^ ligations where no benefit has been re- 
** ceived ; orj to be unwilling that the pub-» 
V lick ihould confider me as owing that to a 
** patron, which Providence has enabled me 
*• to do for myfelft 

" Having carried on my work thus far 
*• with fo little obligation to any favourer of 
** learning, I (hall not be difappointed, 
•• though I (hould conclude it, if lefs be pof- 
** fible, with lefs ; for I have been long wa- 
** kened from that dream of hope, in which I 
*• once boafted myfclf with fo much exul- 
«^ tation, 

** My Lohd, 

*• Your Lordfhip's moft humble 
<• and molt obedient fervant, 

*• Samuel Johnson/* 
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It is (aid, upon good authority, that John- 
fon once received from Lord Chefterficld the 
fum of ten pounds. It were to be wiflied 
Chat the fecret had never tfanfpired. It was 
mean to receive it, and meaner to give iu 
. It may be imagined, that for Johnfon's fero- 
city, as it has been ^alied, there was fome 
fotlnddtioti in his finances ; and, as his Dic- 
tionary was brought to a conclufibtt, that 
money was now to ftow in upon him. The 
reverfe was the cafe. For his fubfiftfthce, 
during the progrefs of the work, he had re- 
ceived at different times the amount olF his 
Contract ; and when his receipts wtrc pro* 
duced to him at a tavern-dinner, given by 
the bookfellers, it appeared, that he had 
been paid a hundred pounds and upwards 
more than his due. The author of a l;K>ok, 
called Lexipbanes^ written by a Mr. Camp- 
bell, a Scotchman, and purfer of a man of 
war, endeavoured to blaft his laurels, but in 
vain. The world applauded, and Johnfon 
never replied. *' Abufe," he faid, " is of- 
** ten of fervice : there is nothing fo dange- 
^^ rous to an author as filence ; his name, 
** like a fhuttlecock, mufi: be beat backward 
** and forward, or it falls to the ground/* 
Lexiphanes profefTed to be an imitation of 

the 
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tb^pleafant manner of Lucian ; but humour 
vas iK>t the talent of the writer of Lexi^ 
pbanies. As Drjden fays, ** He had too 
mo^h hoorfe-play in hts raillery.^* 

ttwadin the fummer 1754, that the pre* 
fent writor becatbe act^uainted with Dr^ 
Johnfon. The cauie of his firfl: vifit is re* 
latcd by^Mr6» Piozzi ocaiiy in the following' 
ipanner^ •^ Mh Murphy being -engaged ia 
** a periodical pa/j^er, the Gray*s*Inn Jour^^ 
** nai* was Sit a friend's houfe in the coun* 
**.tr7, attdj not being dtfpofed to lofe plea- 
«♦ furc fior biefinefs, wiihed to content hi^ 
•fbookfeUer by fome unftudied eflay. He 
•? tfaerrfore took up a French Journal Lite-^ 
** raire^ and, titanllating fomething he liked, 
*^ fent it away to town. Time, however, dif* 
^ cornered that he traqflated from the French 
*• a Rambler, which had been taken from 
•* the Englifh without acknowledgement. 
•• Upon this difcovery Mr. Murphy thought 
••it right to make his excufes to Dr. John- 
*^ foo* He went next day, and found him 
•* covered with foot, like a chimney-fweeper, 
•^ in a little room, as if he had been a£ling 
•'•^ Lungs in the Alchemift, making athtr. 
^ This being told, by Mn Murphy in com- 

•• panvt 
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** I^ady, Com«, cdme, faid Dr. Johnfcnlf 
^* the ftory is black enough ; but it was i 
** happy day that brought you firft to my 
** houfe/* After this firft vifit^ the author 
of this narrative by degrees grew intimate 
with Dr. Johnfon. The firft ftriking fen- 
tehcc, that he heard from him, was in a few 
days after the publication of Lord Boling^ 
brokers pofthumous works. Mr. Garrick 
aiked him, •• If he had feen them ?•' . ** Yes, 
«^ I have feen them.*' •* What do you think 
•^ of thftm ?*• " Think of them !" He made* 
a long paufe, and then replied : •* Tiink 
^ of them ! A fcoundrel, and a coward ! A* 
*^ fcoundrel, who fpent his life in charging* 
*.* a gun againft Chriftianity ; and a coward,* 
•* who was afraid of hearing the report of his 
" own gun ; but left half a crown to a.hun^ 
** gry Scotchman to draw the trigger after his 
^* death." His mind, at this time ftrained and 
over-laboured by conftant exertion, called 
for an interval of repofe and indolence. But 
indolence was the time of danger : it was then 
that his fpirits, not employed abroad, turned 
with inward hoftility againft himfelf. His 
reflexions on his own life and condu6t were 
always fevere ; and, wiftiing to be immaculate, 

Jie 
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he deftroyed his own peace by unneceflary 
fcruples. He tells us, that when he lurveyed 
his paft life, he difcovered nothing but a 
barren wafte of time, with fome diforders 
of body, and dillurbances of mind, * very 
near to madnefs. His life, he fays, from 
his earlieft years, was wafted in a morning 
bed ; and his reigning fm was a general flug- 
giChnefs, to which he was always inclined, 
and, in part of his life, almoft com|>eUed, by- 
morbid melancholv, and wearinefs of mind. 
This was his conftitutional malady, derived, 
perhaps, from his father, who was, at times,* 
overcaft with a gloom that bordered on in- 
fanity. When to this it is added, that John- 
fon, about the age of twenty, drew up a de- 
fcription of his infirmities, for Dr. Swinfen, 
at that time an eminent phyfician in Staf- 
fordftiire ; and received aa anfwer to his let- 
ter, importing, that the fymptoms indicated 
a future privation of reafon ; w^ho can won- 
der that he was troubled with melancholy 
and dejection of fpirit ? An apprehenfion 
of the worft <:alamity that can befal hu- 
man nature hung over him all the reft of 
his life, like the fword of the tyrant fuf- 
pended over his gueft. In his fixtieth year 
he hiad a mind to write the hiftory of his 
Vol. I. f melan- 
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melancholy ; 'but he defifted, not knowing 

whether it would not too much difturb him. 

In a Latin poem, however, to which he has 

prefixed as a title, rNflGI SEATTON, he 

has left a pidlure of himfelf, drawn with 

as much truth, and as firm a hand, as can 

be feen in the portraits of Hogarth or Sir 

Jofhua Reynolds. The learned reader will 

find the original poem iri this volume, 

p. 1 78 ; and it is hoped, that a tranflation, 

or rather imitation, of fo curious a piece 

will not be improper in this place. 

KNOW YOURSELF. 

(after revising and enlarging the ENGLISH 
LEXICON, OR DICTIONARY.) 

When Scaliger, whole years of labour paft, 
Beheld his Lexicon complete at laft, 
And weary of his tafk, with wond'ring eyes, 
Saw from words pil'd on words a fabric rife, 
He curs'd the induftry, inertly ftrong, ^ 

In creeping toil that could peril ft fo long, 
And if, cnrag'd he cried, Heav'n meant to fhed 
Its keeneft vengeance on the guilty head. 
The drudgery of words the damn'd would know, 
Doom'd to write Lexicons in endlefs woe *. 

* See Scaliger's Epigram on this fubje6t, communicated 
without doubt by Dr. Johnfon, Gent, Mag. 1748. p. 8. 

Yes, 
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Yes, you had caufe, great Genius to repent ; 
•^ You loft good days, that might be better fpent ;" 
You well might grudge the hours of hng'ring pain. 
And view your learned labours with difdain. 
To you were given the large expanded mind. 
The flame of genius, and the tafte rcfin'd, 
'Twas yours on eagle wings aloft to foar, 
And amidft rolling worlds the Great Firft Caufc 

explore ; 
To fix the aeras of recorded time, 
And live in ev'ry age and ev'ry clime ; 
Record the Chiefs, who propt their Country's caufe; 
'Who founded Empires, and eftablilh'd Laws; 
To learn whate'er the Sage wdth virtue fraught. 
Whatever tlie Mufe of moral wifdom taught. 
Thefe were your quarry ; thefe to you were known. 
And the world's ample volurpe was your own. 

Yet warn'd by me, ye pigmy Wits, beware. 
Nor with immortal Scaliger compare. 
For me, though his example ftrike my view, 
Oh ! not for me his footfteps to purfue. ' 
Whether firft Nature, unpropitious, cold. 
This clay compounded in a ruder mould ; 
Or the flow current, loit'ring at my heart. 
No gleam of wit or fancy can impart ; 
Whate'er the caufe, from me no numbers flow. 
No vifions warm me, and no raptures glow. 

f 2 A mind 
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A mind like.Scaliger's, fuperior ftill. 
No grief could conquer, no misfortune chill. 
Though for the maze of words his native Ikies 
He feem'd to quit, 'twas but again to rife ; 
To mount once more to the bright fource of day. 
And view the wonders of th' aetherial way. 
The love of Fame his gen'rous bofom fir'd ; 
Each Science hail'd him, and each Mufe infpir'd. 
For him the Sons of Learning trimm'd the bays. 
And Nations grew harmonious in his praife. 

My talk performed, and all my labours o*er. 
For me what lot has Fortune now in ftore ? 
The liftlefs will fucceeds, that worft difeafe. 
The rack of indolence, the fluggilh eafe. 
Care grows on care, and o'er itiy aching brain 
Black Melancholy pours her morbid train. 
No kind relief, no lenitive at hand, 
i feek at midnight clubs, the focial Band ; . 
But midnight clubs, where wit with noife confpires, 
Where Comus revels, and where wine infpires, 
^ Delight no more : I feek my lonely bed, 
And call on Sleep to footh my languid head. 
But Sleep from thefe fad lids flies far away ; 
I mourn all night, and dread the coming day. 
Exliaufted, tir'd, I throw my eyes around. 
To find fome vacant fpot on claffic ground ; 
And foon, vain hope ! I form a grand delign ; 
Languor fucceeds, and all my pow'rs decline. 

If 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GENIUS OF DR. JOHNSON. 85 

Jf Science open not her richeft vein. 
Without materials all our toil is vain. 
A form to ragged ftone when Phidias gives. 
Beneath his touch a new creation lives. 
Remove his naarble, and his genius dies ; 
With Nature then no breathing ftatue vies. 

Whate'er I plan, I feel my pow'rs confined 
By Fortune's frown and penury of mind. 
I boaft no knowledge glean'd with toil and ftrife. 
That bright reward of a well-a6Ved life. 
I view myfelf, while Reafon's feeble light 
Shoots a pale glimmer through the gloom of night. 
While paffions, error, phanton>8 of the l;>r^n« 
And vain opinions, fill \\it dark domain ^ 
A dreary void, where fears with grief combined 
Wafte all within, and defolatc the mind. 

What then remains ? Mpft I in flow decline 
To mute inglorious eafe old age refign ? 
Or, bold Ambition kindling in my breaft. 
Attempt fome arduous tafk ? Or, were it befl: 
Brooding o'er Lexicons to pafs the day. 
And in that labour dradge my life away ? 

Such is the piAure for which Dr. Johnfon 
fat to himfelf. He gives the prominent fea- 
tures of his chara6):er ; his lafTitude, his mor« 

f 3 bid 
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bid melancholy, his love of fame, his de- 
jeftion, his tavern-parties, and his wander- 
ing reveries, Vacua mala fomnia mentis y about 
which fo much has been written ; all are 
painted in miniature, but in vivid colours, 
by his own hand. His idea of writing more 
Di£lionaries was not merely faid in verfe. 
Mr. Hamilton, who was at that time an 
eminent printer, and well acquainted with 
Dr. Johnfon, remembers that he engaged in 
a Commercial Di6lionary, and, as appears 
by the receipts in his pofleflion, was paid his 
price for feverai fheets ; but he foon relin- 
quifhed the ^undertaking. It is probable, 
that he found himfelf not fufficiently verfed 
in that branch of knowledge. 

He was again reduced to the expedient of 
fhort compofitions for the fupply of the day. 
The writer of this narrative has now before 
him a letter in Dr. Johnfon's hand-writing, 
which fhews the diftrefs and melancholy fi- 
tuation of the man, who had written the 
Rambler, and finifhed the great work of his 
Diftionary. The letter is dire6ted to Mr. 
Richardfon (the author of Clarifla), and is 
as follows: 

'^ S I R, 
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"Sir, 
•* I am obliged to entreat your affiftance. 
I am now under an arreft for five pounds 
eighteen fhil lings- Mr. Strahan, from 
whom I Ihould have received thenecefl'ary 
•* help in this cafe, is not at home ; and I 
** am afraid of not finding Mr. Millar. If 
*' you will be fo good as to fend me this fum 
" I will very gratefully repay you, and add it 
** to all former obligations. I am, Sir, 
*' Your moft obedient, 

^* and moft humble fervant, 

** Samuel Johnson* 

*' Gough-fquare, 16 March." 

In the margin of this letter there is a memo- 
randum in thefe words : ** March 16, 1756, 
" Sent fix guineas. Witnefs, Wm. Richard- 
*' fon." For the honour of an admired wri- 
ter it is to be regretted, that we do not find 
a more liberal entry. To his friend in dif- 
trefs he fent eight {hillings more than was 
wanted. Had an incident of this kind oc- 
curr^ in one of his Romances, Richardfon 
would have known how to grace his hero ; 
but in fictitious fcenes gcnerofity cofts the 
writer nothing. 

f 4 About 
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About this time Johnfon contributed fevc- 
ral papers to a periodical Mifcellany^ calkd 
The Visitor, from motives which are highly 
honourable to him, a compaffionate regard 
for the late Mr. Chriftopher Smart. The 
criticifm on Pope's Epitaphs appeared in 
that work* In a fhort time after, he became 
a reviewer in the Literary Magazine, under 
the aufpices of the late Mr. Newbery, a man 
of a projedling head, good tafte, and great 
induftry. This employment engrofled but 
little of Johnfon*s time. He refigned him- 
felf to indolence, took no exercife, rofe a- 
bout t^o, and then received the vifits of his 
friends. Authors, long fince forgotten, wai* 
ted on him as their oracle, and he gave re* 
fponfes in the chair of criticifm. He liftened 
to the complaints, the fchemes, and the 
hopes and fears, of a crowd of inferior wri- 
ters, " who," he faid, in the words of Ro- 
ger Afcham, " lived, men hiew not how^ . and 
•• died obfcure^ men marked not whenJ^^ He 
believed, that he could give a better hiftory 
of Grub-ftreet , than any man living^ His 
houfe was filled with a fucceflion of vilitors 
ttU four or five in the evening. During the 
whole time he prefided at his tea-table. Tea 

was 
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was his favourite beverage ; and, when the 
late Jonas Hanway pronounced his anathema 
againft the ufe of tea, Johnfon rofe in d^^ 
fence of his habitual practice, declaring 
himfelf " in. that article a hardened finner, 
•* who had for years diluted his meals with 
*' the infufion of that fafcinating plant ; 
*• whofe tea-kettle had.no time to cool ; who 
*' with tea folaced the midnight Jiour, and 
" with tea welcomed the morning/' 

The propofal for a n^w edition of Shak* 
fpeare, which had formerly mifcarried, wa$ 
rcfumed in the year 1756. The bookfellers 
readily agreed to his terms ; and fubfcription* 
tickets were iflued out./ For undertaking 
this work, money, hq confefled, was the in- 
citing motive. His. friends exerted them- 
felves to promote his intereft ; and, in the 
mean time, he engaged in a new periodical 
produ6lion called The Idler. The firft 
number appeared on Saturday, April 15, 
1758 ; and the laft, April 5, 1760. The 
profits of this work, and the fubfcriptions 
for the new edition of Shakfpeare, were the 
means by which he fupported himfelf for 
four or five years. In 1759 was publifhed 

RaflelaSy 
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Raflelas, Prince of Abyffinia. His tranfla- 
tion of Lobo*s Voyage to AbyfliHia feems to 
have pointed out that country for the fcene 
of a6lion ; and Rajfila Chrijiosj the General 
of Sultan Segued^ mentioned in that work, 
moft probably fuggefted the name of the 
prince. The author wanted to fet out on a 
journey to Lichfield, in order to pay the laft 
offices of filial piety to his mother, who, at 
the age of ninety, Was then near her diffolu- 
tion ; but money was neceflary, Mr. John- 
fton, a bookfeller, who has long fince left oiF 
bufinefs, gave one hundred pounds for the 
copy. With this fupply Johnfon fet out for 
Lichfield ; but did not arrive in time to clofe 
the eyes of a parent whom he loved. He at- 
tended the funeral, which, as appears among 
his me'morandums, was on the 23d of Janu- 
ary, 1759. 

Johnfon now found it neceflTary to re- 
trench his expences. He gave up his houfc 
in Gough-fquare. Mrs. Williams went into 
lodgings. He retired to Gray's-lnn, and. 
foon removed to chambers in the Inner 
Temple-lane, where he lived in poverty, 
total idlenefs, and the pride of literature. 

Magni 
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Magni Jiat nominis umbra. Mr. Fitzherbert 
(the father of Lord St. Helen's, the prefent 
minifter at Madrid) a man diftinguiflied 
through life for his benevolence and other 
amiable qualities, ufed to fay, that he paid 
a morning vifit to Johnfon, intending from 
his chambers to fend a letter into the city ; 
but, to his great furpriM, he found an au- 
thor by profeffion without pen, ink, or pa- 
per. The prefent Billiop of Salifbury was 
aifo among thofe who endeavoured, by con- 
ftant attention, to footh the cares of a mind 
which he knew to be affli6ted with gloomy 
apprehenfions. At one of the parties made 
at his houfe, Bofcovich, the Jefuit, who had 
then lately introduced the Newtonian philofo- 
phy at Rome, and, after publiihing an ele- 
gant Latin poem on the fubjeft, was made a 
Fellow of the Royal Society, was one of the 
company invited to meet Dr. Johnfon- The 
converfation at firft was moftly in French. 
Johnfon, though thoroughly verfed in that 
language, and a profelTed admirer of Boileau 
and La Bruyere, did not underftand its pro- 
nunciation, nor could he fpeak it himfelf ' 
with propriety. For the reft of the evening 
the talk was in Latin. Bofcovich had a ready 

cur- 
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current flow of that fiimfy phr»feology with 
which a prieft may travel through Italy, 
Spain, and Germany. Johnfon fcorned what 
he called colloquial barbarifms. It was his 
pride to fpeak his bcft. He went on, after 
a little practice, with as much facility as if 
it was his native tongue. One fentence this 
writer well remembers. Obferving that Fon- 
tinelle at firft oppofed the Newtonian philo- 
sophy, and embraced it afterwards, his 
words were : Font melius^ nt f allot ^ in extremd 
fem^ute^fuit transfuga ad caftra Newtoniana. 

We have now traveled through that part 
of Dr. Johnfon*s life which was a perpetual 
ftruggle with difficulties. Halcyon days are 
now to open upon him. In the month of 
May 1762, his Majefty, to reward literary 
merit, fignified his pleafure to grant to John- 
fon a pcnfion of three hundred pounds a 
year. The Earl of Bute was minifter. Lord 
Loughborough, who, perhaps, was origi- 
nally a mover in the bufinefs, had authority 
to mention it. He was well acquainted with 
Johnfon ; but, having heard much of his 
independent fpirit, and of the downfall of 
Oiborne the bookfeller, he did not know but 

his 
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his benevolence tnight be rewarded with a 
folio on his head. He defired the author of 
thefe tnetnoirs to undertake the tafk. This 
writer thought the opportunity of doing fo 
much good the moft happy incident in hi* 
life. He went, without delay, to the chani-> 
bers in the Inner Temple-lane, which, in 
fadt, were the abode of wretchednefs. By 
flow and ftudied approaches the meffage was 
difclofed. Johnfon made a long paufe : he 
afked if it Was ferioufly intended ? He fell 
into a profound meditation, and his own defi- 
nition of 9 penfioner occurred to him. Hfe 
Was told, ** That he, at leaft, did not come 
•* within the definition.** He defired to meet 
next day, and dine at the Mitre Tavern. At 
that meeting he gave up all his fcruples. On 
the following day Lord Loughborough con- 
duced him to the Eatl of Bute. The con- 
verfatioh that paffed was in the evening re- 
lated to this writer by Dr. Johnfon, He ex- 
preffed his fcnfe of his Majefty's bounty, ahd 
* thought himfelf the more highly honoured, 
as the favour was not beftovved on him for 
having dipped his pen in faiStiOn. *' No, 
** Sir,'* faid Lord Bute, ** it is not offered 
" to you for having dipped your pen in fac- 
,2 -44 tion. 
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tion, nor with a defign that you evtr 
** fhould/* Sir John Hawkins will have it, 
that, after this interview, Johnlbn was often 
preffed to wait on Lord Bute, but with a ful- 
Icn fpirit refufcd to comply. However that 
be, Johnfon was never heard to utter a dif- 
refpe6tful word of that noble aian. The 
writer of this effay remembers a circum- 
ftance which may throw fome light on this 
'"fubjeja. The late Dr. Roib, of Chiiwick, 
whom Johnfon loved and refpected, con- 
tended for the pre-eminence of the Scotch 
writers ; and Fei-gufon's book on Civil So- 
ciety, then on the eve of publication, he 
faid, would give the laurel to North Britain. 
•* Alas ! what can he do upon that fubjccl r" 
faid Johnfon : " Ariftotle, Polybius, Groi. 
** tins, PufFendorf, and Burlemaqui, have 
** reaped in that field before him.'* " He 
** will treat it,*' faid Dr. Rofe, " in h new 
** manner.'" A new manner! Buckinger 
" had no hands, and be wrote his name with 
** his toes at Charing-crofs, for half a crown 
**. apiece ; that was a new manner of writ- 
ing !" Dr. Rofe replied, *' If that will 
not fatisfy you, I will name a writer, 
** whom you muft allow to be the beft in 

" the 
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^« the kingdom." " Who is that ?'' " The 
** Earl of Bute, when he wrote an order for 
" your penfion/' *' There, Sir/* faid John- 
fon, •* you have me in the toil : to Lord 
** Bute I muft allow whatever praife you 
" claim for him.*' Ingratitude was no part 
of Johnfon's character. 

Being now in the pofleflion of a regular 
income, Johnfon left his chambers in the 
Temple, and once more became niafter of 
a houfe in Johnfon Vcourt, Fleet- ftreet. Dr. 
Levet, his friend and phyfician inordinary*, 
paid his daily vifits with affiduity ; made tea 
all the morning, talked what he had to fay,' 
and did not expert an anfwer. Mrs. Wil- 
liams had her apartment in the houfe, and 
entertained her bencfaftor with anore en- 
larged converfation. Chcmiftry was part of 
Johnfon's amufement. For this love of ex- 
perimental pholofophy. Sir Johfi Hawkins 
thinks an apology neceflary. He tells us, 
with great gravity, that curiofity was the 
only obje6t in view ; not an intention to 
grow fuddenly rich by the philofopher's 
Hone, or the tranfmutation of metals. To 
enlarge his circle, Johnfon once more had 

* See Johufon's epitaph on him, in this volume, p. 150. 
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rccourfe to a literary club. This was at the 
Turk's Head, in Gerrard-ftreet, Soho, on 
every Tuefday evening thfough the year,^ 
The members were, befides himfelf, the right 
honourable Edmund Burke, Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds, Dr, Nugent, Dr. Goldfmith, the latci 
Mr. Topham Beauclerk, Mr. Langton, Mr. 
Chamier, Sir John Hawkins, and fome 
others. Johnfon^s afFe<ftion for Sir Joftiua 
was founded on a long acquaintance, ,and a 
thorough knowledge of the virtuous and ami- 
able qualities of that excellent artift. He 
delighted in the converfation of Mr. Burke. 
He met him for the firft time at Mr. Gar* 
rick's feveral years ago. On the next day 
he faid, '** I fuppofe. Murphy, you are 
" proud of your countryman. Cum talis 
" SIT UTINAM NosTER EssET !" Froih that 
time his conftant obfervation was, '' That 
" a man of fenfe could not meet Mr. 
*' Burke by accident, under a gateway to 
** avoid a (hower, without being convinced 
** that he was the firft man in j^figland." 
Johnfon felt not only kindnefs, but zeal 
and ardour for his friends. He did every 
thing in his power to advance the reputation 
of Dr. Goldfmith. He loved him, though he 

knew 
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knew his failings, and particularly the leaven 
of envy, which corroded the mind of that 
elegant writer, and made him impatientii 
withcmt difguifci tjf the priifes beftowed 04 
«ny perfon whatever* ; Of this inf^rmity^ 
which marked Goldfmith^s chaca&er, John^ 
fon ^ve a riemarkable inftance« It happened 
that he went with Sir Jbfhua Reynolds and 
Goldfmithta £be the:Fantoccini, which were 
exhibited fame years ago. in or neajr the Hay- 
market. They adinircKl tb^ cCinciua mecha-* 
nifm^ by which the puppets were jcnade to 
walk the ftage, draw. a chair to* the table, 
fit down^ write a letter, and ()cirfdrm a va^ 
riety of Other adbioitSt with fuch dexterity, 
that thm^h Nature" s jourmymiin made thefnen.^ 
they imitated, humanity to the aftonifliment 
of the fped»toff The. entertaiwnen^ being 
ovcr^ .the three friend* retired tp a tavern# 
johnfoti aad Sir JofliUA talked with pleafuriS 
pf. what th«y .had feeing (»nd fay$. Johnfoa^ 
in a tone; trf admixatidn, ** How. the little 
*.* feUowbrandiftiedhisfpontoon!''. ** There 
** is nothing in it/' replied Ooldfmith, ftart-» 
ibg up with impatience; '' give me a fpon-^ 
^^ toon ; i can do it as well myfeif/V . 

Vol. I. g ' Enjoying 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 AN ESSAY ON THE LIFfi AN0 

Enjoying his amufcments at his weekly 
club, and happy in a (late of independence^ 
Johnfon gained in the year 1765 another re^^ 
fource, which contributed more than any 
thing elfe to exempt him fronl the folicitudes 
of life. He was introduced to the late, Mr. 
Thrale and his family. Mrs. Piozzi has re- 
lated the fa6t, and it is therefore needicfs to 
repeat it in this place. The author of this 
narrative looks back to the (hare he had in 
that bufinefs with felf-congratulation, fince 
he knows the tendernefs which from that 
time foothed Johnfon's cares at Streatham> 
and prolonged a valuable life* The fub- 
fcribers to Shakfpcare began to defpair of 
ever feeing the promifed edition. To acquit 
himfelf of this obligation, he went to work 
unwillingly, but proceeded with vigoor. 
In the month of October 1765, Shakfpeare 
was publifhed; and, in a fhorttime after, 
the Univerfity of Dublin fent over a diploma^ 
in honourable terms, creating him. a Dodor 
of Laws! Oxford in eight or ten years af- 
terwards followed the example ; and tiH 
then Johnfon never affumed the title of Doc- 
tor, in 1766 his conllitution feemed to be 

in 
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in a rapid decline r and liiat n^orbid melan* 
choly, which often clouded his underftand*^ 
ing, cai^e upon him with a. deeper gloon^^ 
than ever., . Mr, aqd Mi;s* Thrale paid hiqi 
a viiit m this fitua^io^, and found him on 
his knees, with Dr. Delap, the reftor of 
Lewes, in Suffex, befceching God to con- 
tinue to him the ufe of his under^apding* 
Mr, Thrale took him to hi§ hoi^fe ^at Strea- 
tham ; . and Johnfoa from that time became 
a conftant refident in the fa9iily. H^, wenjt 
pccafionally to the club in Gerard - (Ireet ; 
bijit his head quartei:s were fixed at Strea« 
tham« An apartment wa$ fitte4 up for 
him, and the library was greatly enlarged* 
Parties were conftantly invited from town ; 
and Jobnfon was every day at an elegant 
table, with feledk and* poliflied company.- 
Whatever could be devifed by Mn and Mrs^ 
Thrale to pro^iote. the happinefs, and efta* 
bli{h the. health of their gueft, was (ludiouflj 
performed from that time to the end of Mr« 
Thrale's life. Johnfon accompanied the fa- 
mily in all their fummer excurfions to Bright- 
helmftone, to Wales, and to Paris. It is 
but judice to Mr, Thrale to fay, that, a more 
ingenuous frame of mind no man poifefred. 

g a His 
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H« cdiitation at Oxford* gave hiiid the lia- 
bks ofa gehtletiwin r his amiifcle tertpcr re- 
commended his converfati^n ? aiid^lht gaod- 
fteft of his heart made iiitn a (incerc friefid. 
That he tras the patron of Johnfon is an ho^ 
nOur ta Ris memory. 

• In petty difputes with contemporary ttTi* 
tefs, or the wits of the age, Johnfoh^was-fel- 
Bottt entangled, A fingle incident ' of that 
feiiid m^ not be unworthy of notice, fincte 
ithappcncd with 9 man of great celebrity itt 
his time. A nmnber of friends dined with 
Garrick on a Chriftmas*day. Foote was^then 
in Ireland. It was faid at table/ that th« 
modern Ariflx)phanes (fo Foote was called) 
liad been horfe-whipped by a 'Dublin, apo* 
tbecary, for mimicking him on tile ftage. 
** I wonder/* faid Garrick, ** that any man 

♦♦ fhould (hew fo mfich refentmetut to ^oti^; 

• • • » • ■ » 

^* he has a patent for fnch liberties ; ntbcftfy 
*< ever thought it worth bis whth to quarrel 
*Vwith him in London.** ** I am gj^/* feid 
Johnfon, ^ to find that ¥he man h t^rig in 
** the ijuhrld.^ The exprtfffion was afterwards 
Veported to 'Foote ; who, • in rcttim, gave 
Out; that he would produce the CdS^an- of 
' - - litera-- 
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literature on the ftage. Being informed of 
this defigny Jdhiifon ftnt word to Footer 
**! That the 'theart:re being intended . for tho 
•^reformation of vice^ he would ftep front 
^* the boxes oa tfhc' ftage, and corrciSl hint 
^* before the audicfnce/' Foote knew the 
intrepidity of his antagonift, and. abandoned 
the defigh. No ilKwilL dnfued. Jbhnfod 
Ufedto fay, **That» for broad*faced hiirthi 
** Foofe had not his eqnaL'* 
<^T . • ' • ' ^ ' 

Dr. Johiifon^s fame excited the curiofity 
6f the King. His Majefty exprefled a defire 
to fee a man of whom extraordinary thingS 
were faid. Accordingly^ (the librarian dt 
Buckin'gham^honfe invited Johnfon to fee 
th^t elegant colleftion of books, at the fame 
time giving a hint of what was intended* 
His Majefty entered the room ; and, among 
other things, alked the feuthor, ^ if ht 
^* meant to give the world any moi^ of 
♦* his compofitions ?'• Johnfon fanfwered, 
^ That he thought he had written enough/* 
** And 1 fliould' think fo too/* replied hifc 
Majcfty> " if you had not written fo well.*^ 

g 3 • Though 
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- Though Johnfon thought he Ind written 
enough, his genius, even in fpitc of bodily 
fluggi(hnefs9 could not lie ftill. In 1770 wc 
find him entering the. lifts as a political 
writer.. The flame of difcord that blazed 
throughout the nation on the expulfion of 
Mr. Wilkes, and the final determination of 
the Houfe of Commons, that* Mr. Luttrell 
was duly eledled by 206 votesiagaihft: 1143, 
fpread a general fpirit of difcontent. To 
allay the tumult, * Dr. Johnfoft publift)ed'T]&^ 
Falfi Alarm. Mrs. Piozzi informs us, *' That 
f * this, pamphlet was. written at her houfe, 
♦* between eight o'plbck on Wcdnefday night 
*^ and twelve on Thurfday pight.'* This 
celerity has appeared wonderful to many, 
and fome have doubted the truth, k may, 
however, be placed within the l)ounds of 
probability. Johnfon has obferved that there 
are different, methods of.compofition. Vir- 
gil was ufed to pour out a great number of 
vcrfes in the morning, and pafs the day in 
retrenching the exuberances,, and corre£ling 
inacguracie? ; and: it. "ftras Pope's cuftom to 
write his firft thoughts in his firft words, and 
gradually to amplify, decorate, rectify, and 

refine 
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refine them. Others employ at once me* 
mory and invention, and, with little inter* 
mediate ufe of the pen, form and poliih 
large mafles by continued meditation, and 
xyrite their produdlions only, when, in their 
ppinion, they have completed them. This 
laft was Johnfon's method. He never took 
his pen in hand till he had well weighed his 
fubje^t^ and grafped in his mind the fenti* 
ments, the train of argument, and the ar- 
rangement of the whole. As he often thought 
aloud, he had, perhaps, talked it over to 
himfelf. This may account for that rapidity 
with which, in general, he difpatched his 
iheets to the prefs, without being at the 
trouble of a fair copy. Whatever may be 
the logic or eloquence of the Falfe Alarm^ the 
Houfe of Commons have fince erafed the re- 
folution from the Journals. But whether 
they have not left materials for a future con- 
troverfy may be made a queftion. 

In 1 77 1 he publiftied another traft, on 
the fubjedt of Falkland Inlands. The de- 
fign was to Ihew the impropriety of going 
to war with Spain for an ifland thrown afide 
from human ufe, ftormy in winter, and bar- 

g4 ren 
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ren in fummer'. For this work it is appa^. 
rent that materials 'were furnifticd by dirtc-^ 
tion of the minifter. 

At the approach of the general elcAion in 
1774, he wrote a ftiort difconrfe, called 
The Patriot, not with any vifible applica- 
tion to Mr. Wilkes ; but to teach the peo* 
pie to rejfeiSl the leaders of oppofition, who 
called themfelves patriots. In 1775 he un- 
dertook a pamphlet of more importance, 
namely, Taxation no Tyranny ^ in anfwer to 
the Refolutions and Addrefs of the AmerU 
can Congrefs. The fcbpe of the argument 
was, that diftant colonies, which had in thelt' 
fiffemblies a legiflature of their own, were, 
notwithftanding, liable to be taxed m a Bri- 
tifli Parliament, where they had neither peers 
in one houfe, nor reprefentatives in the 
other. He was of opinion, that this cotirttry 
was ftrong 'enough to enforce obediertt'e. 
" When an Englifhman,'* he fays, " is told 
«* that the Americans (hoot up like the'hy- 
** dra, he naturally confiders how the hydra 
** was deftroyed.** The event has fhewn how 
much he and the minifter of that day were* 
miftaken. ' • :•..*• 

• .0 • ■- The 
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The Account of the Tour to the WefterA 
Iflands of Scotland, which' was undertaken 
in the autumn of 1773, in company witK 
Mr. Bofwell, was not publiflied till fomc 
time in the year 1775- This book has been 
rarioufly received ; by feme extolled for the 
elegance of the narrative, and the depth of 
obfervation oh life and manners ; by others, 
as much condemned, as a work of avowed 
hoftilityto the Scotch nation. The praife 
was, beyond all queftion, fairly deferved ; 
and the cenfure, on due examination, wilf 
appear hafly and ill-^Kinded. That Johri- 
fon entertained fohie prejudices againft the 
Scotch, muft not be diflembled# It is true, 
as Mr. Bofwell fays, ** that he thought their 
^^ fuccefs in England exceeded their proportion 
•* of real merit j and he could not but^fee in tbern 
♦• thy nationality which no liberal-minded Scot f^ 
•• man will deny^^ The author of th^fe me- 
moirs well remembet-s, that Johnfoh onetiay 
aiked him, " ilave you obferved the dif%* 
** ftfence between your own country itri^ 
** pudence and Scottifli impuden(» ?** 'The 
anfwer being in the negative : ^^ Then I will 
*^«tell you," faid Johnfon. *« The impu- 
6 '< dence 
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" dcnce of an Irifhman is the iqipudcncd of 
'< a fly, that buzzes about ypu, and yQU put 

it away, but it returns again, and flutter? 

and teazes you. The impudence, of a 
^* Scotfman is the impudence of a leech^ thajt 
** fixes and fucks your blood/* Upon an* 
other occafion, this writer went with him 
into the ftiop of Davies the bookfeller, in 
KufTell^ftreet, Covent* garden, Davies came 
running to him almoft out of breath with joy : 
** The Scots gentleman is come. Sir ; his 
^* principal wiih is to fee you ; he is now ifk 
** the back-parlour/^ ' « Well, well, PH. fee 
** the gentleman,*' faid Johnfon. He walked 
towards the room., Mn Bofwell was the 
perfon, .This writer followed with no fmall 
curiofity* '' I find," faid Mr. Bofwell, " that 
^^< I am come to London at a bad time, when 
•* great, popular prejudice has gone forth 
^^ againft us North Britons ; but when I am 
\^ tallcing to you, I iam talking to a large and 
^^ liberal. mind, and ypu know that 1 cannot 
*' jf^/f. coming Jrom Siioi/unJ:^ « " Sir/* faid 
Jpixnlpn, V po more ^?n the reft qi 'y^u» 
V cpuntryj^pn*'" *^ 



-r.A I 
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He had other reafotts that helped to aiie*^ 
nate him from the natives of Scotland. Be- 
ing a cordial well^wifher to the conftitution 
in Church and State^ he did not think that 
Calvin and John Knox were proper founders 
of a national religion^ He made^ however, 
a wide diftintStion between the Diffenters of 
Scotland and the Separatifts of England. 
To the former he imputed no difafEe6tiont 
no want of loyalty. Their foldiers and their 
officers had ihed their blood with zeal and 
courage in the fervice of Great Britaift ; and 
the people, he ufed to fay, were Content 
with their own eftabliflied modes of wor- 
ihip, without wifhing, in the prefent age, 
to give any difturbance to the Church of 
Englaad. This he was at all times ready to 
admit ; and therefore declared, that when- 
ever^ he found a Scotchman to whom an Eng* 
Ufhrnan was as a Scotchman, that Scotch^ 
jnan (hduld be as an Engliihman to him. la 
this, furely, there was no rancour, no -ma* 
levoledce., The Diflfentera on this fideth^ 
Tweed appeared to him in a diffotent light 
Thelt rcligioni he. frequently fgid, was too 
!wOirldly, tpo politi(;ai> too!tefliefs.apd am^ 
ui bitious. 
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bitious. The doctrine of cajhiering kings, 
and er«6ting on th^ ruins of tbe:coiiftitaHon 
a new form of government, which lately 
ifTued from their pulpits^ he always thought 
was» under a calm difguifc, the principle 
that lay lurking in their hearts. He knew 
that a wild democracy had pvcr turned Kingi, 
Lords, and Gommonfc;'and that'afet of 
Republican Fanatics, who W6uld not bdw^t 
the name of Jeius, had taken pofleffifan df 
all the livings and all the parifhes iw the 
kingdom. That thofe fcenes of horror might 
never be renewed, wa« the ardent wifti of 
Dr. Johnfon j and though he appteh^nded 
no danger from Scotland, it isf proba(>lethat 
his diflike of Calvinifm mingled fometfcriet 
with his reflections on the natives of that 
country. The aflbciation of ideas cbuld not 
be eafily broken j but it is well known* that 
he loved and refpeCted many gentl«aien from 
that part of the ifland.' Dr. Robertfoh's 
riiftory 6f Scotland^ and Dr. BeaWe*s EfTays^ 
were fubjeia*: of his edhftanrpi?aife.r ,Mk 
Bofwell, .Dr. R6fo o? ^Ohif^ick,' AnHrew 
Mill^ar^ fVff. Hamilton th^ printer^ axid tUe 
late Mp. Sferahar^, wtre among^ b|s^ moil: in- 
tioflatb itiend^. Msifiy withers tni^ht b«'kdd«d 
/'*.:rj • to 
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to Ae lift. - He fc&rned to^ enter Scotland as 
a fpjr; though Hawkins, his ' biographer, 
and tbe^ptofeflTing dander of his fame, ai<» « 
Icnved him£^)f leave to reprefent liim in that 
igoobte^tihtt-aifter. He ivent into. Scotland 
ta^fnrvejr men and b»miet$. Antiqoitiest 
feiiils^ and onifl^rals^ werer not within his 
ptorvific»^ He did ncC vifirthat country to 
£tttle tiie iiation of Roman camps, or the 
fpot where Galgacus fought the lad battle 
for public liberty. The people, their cuf- 
tOffis, and the progr^ of literature, were his 
ebycdts. . The civilities which he received in 
tbexoorfe of his tour have been repaid with 
grateful acknowledgement, and, generally, 
with great elegance of expreflion. His 
crime is, that he found the country bare of 
trees, and he has dated the fa6t« This, Mr. 
Bo^ell, in his Tour to the Hebrides, has 
told us, was refented by his countrymea 
with anger inflamed ta rancour ; but he ad« 
mitstiiat there are few trees on the eaft fide 
of Scotland. Mn Pennant, in his Tour, 
fays, that in fomc parts of the eaftern fide 
of the country, hefawfeveral large planta- 
tions of pine planted by gentlemen near their 
feats ; and in this refpe6t fuch a laudable 
fpirit prevails, that, ;» another haif century^ 

it 
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it never {hall be faid^ ^^ ^o ffy the nahdnefi 
" of the land are you «iw/* Johnfbn: could 
not wait for that half century^ and therefore 
mentioned tilings aa he found them* If in 
any thing he has been miftaken^ he' has made 
9 fair applogy in the laft paragraph of his 
book, avowing with candour* *^ That, hi 
** may have been furprized by- mode& of lifir^ 
f^ and appearances of nature, that are fami^ 
" liar to tnen of wider furvey, and frioreiva^ 
** ried converfation. Novelty and ignorance 
^^ mud always be reci(MXK:al ; and he is coo^ 
^^ fcious that his thoughts on national oian> 
^^ ners are the thoughts of ooe who has: £iMti 
" but little/* 

The Poems of Offian made a part of John* 
f^n^s enquiry during his refidence in Scot« 
land and the Hebrides^ On bis i;;sturn to 
England, November 1773, a florm feemed 
to be gathering over his head ; but the cloud 
never burft, and the thunder never fciJ. 
Oflfian, it is well known, was prefentsd to 
the publick as a tranflation fronr the E^fe % 
but that this was a fraud, Johnfon dcelared 
without hefitation* ** The Earfe^^^ he fays, 
•* was always oral only, and never a written 

•? Ian- 
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«* language. The Weich and the Irifti were 
•* mora cidtivated* In Earfe there was not 
^^ in tifie world a^filogle mannfcidpt a hun« 
^* dred ytars did. Martin^ wht> in the laft 
^^ century publiihed an Account of theWef-* 
^* tern lOands, mentions Irijh^^ but never 
^^Earfi manufcript$, to be ftHind in the 
** iflands in his time. The bards could not 
♦• read ; if they could, they might probably 
^* hate written. But the bard was a barba-> 
^^ rian among barbarians, and, knowing no* 
*» thing himfelf, lived with others* that knew 
^* -no inore. If there is a manufcript from 
^' whitth the tranflation was made^ in what 
•* age was it written,: and wh^re is it ? If it 
«« was collected from oral recitation^ it could 
^ only be in detached parts and fcattered 
«^ fragments : the whole is too long to be r^ 
*< membered.** Who put it togedier in it« 
prefen^form ? For thefe^ and fuch like rea* 
fons, Johnfon calls the whole an impofture. 
He adds, *^ The editcnr, or author, never 
«« could fhew tiie ordinal, nor can it be* 
♦• (hewn by any other. To reVcage reafoU'^ 
«^ able incredulity, by refuting eyidencet is 
>^ a degree of infolence with which tho 
•* world is not yet acquainted ; and ftub- 

•* born 
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♦*ibwri audacity is the lAft jrefuge x^ip^V^ 
Tfaiareafonmg carries .With it great wsight. 
It roufed the refentniaBt:. of Mr. Ma^rph^r'^ 
foil. . Heientct'4:hrfiateoing.lsttQri!0;tbe au« 
thor/; .' and lohnfon aoCwcred him., in, the 
tough pfarafe of ii»m .dcfianccu .Thft two 
heroes: fiXBWiacd tat a.difl;ancc^.hiit nnver cune 
to efticm^ V .. .: . 

- In the ^searr £1777^ tfaftmisfortntiM oiDts 
Dadd excited, hb; compaffiod. Hcjyrote a 
ipeech fbr thit utrhappy .m^xi^ when-jcalkd 
up to receive jiftdgQineiit of deal^ } .hofides 
two petitbns^ one to.:the King^ audi an? 
other to the Queen ;. ^nd a .fcrmoti to be 
preached by Dodd . to the convifb m JUtW'- 
gate.. It may appear, ttdfling to add^that 
about the fame time, he wrote a pngjogue 
to the comedy .of a Word to the Wifej 
written hy Hugh Kdly^ The playt.fomrycasif 
before^ had beeA damnad by .a party (DU tfad 
firiinighL It tras Tevivsed far thftobenefit 
of the atithor's vidov;: Mis. Piossziixelabesi 
that xrhcn Johnfoh was. rallied -for thefc 
exertions, fe clofe to dne another^ his an* 
£yeer wjsc^^ When they c%m€ to ike vfitB a.dying 
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Par forty and a dead Stay-maker^ what can a 
man do ? We come now to the laft of his 
literary labours. At the requeft of the Book- 
fellers he undertook the Lives of the Poets. 
The firft publication was in 1779, and the' 
whole was completed in 178 1. In a me- 
ftlorandum of that year he fays, fome time 
in March he finiftied the Lives of the Poets, 
which he wrote in his ufual way, dilatorily 
and haftily, unwilling to wof k, yet working 
with vigour and hafte. In another place, he 
"^hopeS they arc written in fuch a manner a& 
may tend to the promotion of piety. That 
the hiftory of fo many men, who, in their dif- 
ferent degrees, made themfelves confpicuous 
in their time, was not written recently after 
their deaths, fcems to be an omiffiori that 
does no honour to the Republic of Letters* 
Their contemporaries in general looked on 
with calm indifference, and fuffered Wit aftd 
Genius to vanifh out of the world in total 
frience, unregarded, and unlamented. Was 
there no friend to pay the tribute of a tear ? 
No juft obferver of life, to record the vir* 
tues of the deceafcd ? Was even Envy filent ? 
It fecmed to havel)een agreed, that if an au* 
thorns works furvived, the hiftory of the man 
Vol. L h was 
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was to give no moral leilbn to -after-ages. If 
tradition told us that Ben Jonson went to 
the Devil Tavern ; that Shakspeare ftole 
deer, and held the ftirrup at playhoufe doors; 
that Dryden frequented Button^s Coffee^ 
houfe ; curiofity was lulled afleep, and Bio- 
graphy forgot the beft part of her fun6tion» 
which is to .inftru6l mankind by examples 
taken from the I'chool of life. This ta(k re- 
mained for Dr. Johnfon, when years had 
rolled away ; when the channels of infornaa- 
tion were, for the mod part, choaked up, 
and little remained befides doubtful anec- 
dote,, uncertain tradition, and vague report. 

'. ** Nunc fitus informis premrt etdcfcrta Vetuflas." 

: The value of Biography has been better 
iinderftood in other ages, and in other coun- 
tries, Tacitus informs us, that to record 
the lives and chara6lers of illuftrious. men 
was the pradlice of the Roman authors, in . 
the early periods of the Republic. In France 
the example has been followed. FontenclUj 
jy^kmhcrtj Anrf Monjiiur Thomas^ have left 
iBodek in this kind of compofition. They 
have emialmeJth^ dead. But it is true, thpt 
• V they 
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they had incitements' and -advantages, even at 
a diftaut day^ which eould not, by any dit 
ligence, be obtained by Dr. Johnfon« The 
wits of France had ample materials. They 
lived in -a nation of critics, who had at heart 
the honour done to their country by their 
Pbets^ their Heroes, and their Phiiofophers# 
They had, befides^ an Academy of Bella Ltu 
tpes^ where Geiiius was cultivated,, refined^ 
and encouraged. They had the tra£is^ the 
effays, ^nd difiertations, which remain in 
die memoires of the Academy, and they had 
the fpeeches of the ieveral members, deliveiv 
ed at their firit admifiion to a feat in that 
learned Aflembly. In thofe fpeeches the new 
Academician did ample juftice to the me- 
mory of his predeceflbr; and though his 
harangue was decorated with the colours of 
eloquence, and was, for that reafon^ callejl 
panegyric, yet being pronounced before qua^ 
lified judges, who knew the talents,, the con- 
du£l:, and morals of the decea{ed» the fpeaker 
could not, with propriety, wander into the 
regions of fidlion. The truth was knowo^ 
before it was adorned. The Academy faw 
the marble before the artift poli(hed it. But 
this country has had no Academy of JLiteoa-. 

h a ture. 
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turn. The public mind, for centunei, hak 
been engroi£?d by party and faftion ; fy tb$ 
mainefs of manyf^r the gmrn^fafew ; by civil 
"ftrars^ religious diifention&y trade and ceoi* 
merce, and the arts of accumulating wealdu 
i^inidft fuch attentions, who can wojideif that 
cold praife has been often the only reward of 
mei^it > In this country Do£):or Nathaniel 
liodges, who, like die good Bifhop of Mar« 
killQS, drew punet^ bwedtb amidft the oontair 
gion of the plague in London^ and, doring; 
the whole time, continued in the city, admi^ 
niftering medical afirftance, was fufiered, as 
Johnfon nffcd to relate' with tears in fads eyes, 
to die for debt in a gaol. In this ccuintryt 
the man who brought the New River to Lon^ 
don was ruined by that noble project ; and in 
this country Otway died for want on Tower 
Hill ; Butlefv the great author of Hudibras, 
whofe name can only die with the EnglUh 
language, was left to languifli in poverty, the 
particulars of his life almofl: unknown, and 
fcarce a veftrge of ^ him left except his im-* 
jBOortal poem* Had there been an Academy 
of Literature, the lives, at leaft, of thofe ce« 
lebiated peribniwodd have been written fdr 
the benefit o^pofterlty* Swift, itfeems, had 

the 
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the idea of fuch an itiftitntion, and propofed 
it to Lord Oxford ; but Whig and Tor^ 
were more irnportant objedls. It is needlcfs 
to diffemble, that Dr. Johnfon, in the Life 
of Rofcommon, talks of the inutility of focli 
a proj eft. •* In this country// he fays, ** an 
Academy could be exped^ed to do but lit- 
tle. If an academician*s place Wfre pro- 
•• fkable, it would be given by intereft • if 
** attendance were gratuitous, it Would be 
•• rarely paid, and no man would endure the 
•• leaft difguft. Unanimity is impoffiblei and 
•* debate would fcparate the affembly.'* ¥6 
this it may be fufficient to anfwer, that the 
Roy&l Society has not been diffolved by fnl- 
len difguft ; and the toodern Academy at 
Somerfet-houfe has already performed muCh, 
and promifes more. Unanimity is not nfe^ 
ceffary to fuch an aflembly. On the con* 
trary, by difierence of opinion, and collifion 
of fcntiment, the caufe of literature would 
thrive and flourifh. The tru6 principles of 
criticifm, the fecret of fine writing, the in- 
v^ftigation of antiquities, and other intereft- 
ing ibbje6ls, might occafion a clafli of opt* 
nions J but in that c6ntention'Trtith Would 
KC4ivt iUuftration, and the eflkys of the ie^' 

h ^ veral 
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veral membfers would fupply the Memoirs of 
the Academy. But, fays Dr. Johnfon, " fup- 
pofe the philological decree made and 
promulgated, what would be its authority? 
^* In abfolute government there is fometi^nes 
•^ a general reverence paid to all that has 
*' the fan£tion of power, the countenanc-e 
'• of greatnefs. How little this is the ftate 
•* of our country needs liot to be told. The 
^^ edi6ts of an £ngli(h academy would pro- 
•* bably be read by many, only that they 
•* may be fure to difobey them. The pre- 
f^ fent manners of the nation would deride 
•* authoi*ity, and therefore nothing is left, 
** but that every writer ijiould criticife him- 
*• felf." This furely is not conclufive. It 
is by the ftandard of the beft writers that 
every man fettles for himfelf his plan of le- 
gitimate compofition ; and fmce the autho* 
rity of fuperior genius is acknowledged, that 
authority, which the individual obtains, 
would not be leflened by an ailbciation with 
others of diftinguifticd ability. It may, there- 
fore, be inferred, that an Academy of Lite- 
rature would be an eftablifliment highly ufe- 
ful, and an honour to Literature. In fuch 
an inftitijtion profitable places would not bQ 
. . wanted* 
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wanted. Fat Is avarus baud facile eft animus ; 
and the minifter, who fhall find leifure from 
party and fa£lion to carry fuch a fcheme 
into execution, will, in 9II probability, be re* 
fpedted by pofterity as the Maecenas of letters. 



We now take leave of Dr. Johnfon as an 
author. Four volumes of his Lives of the 
Poets were publifhed in 1778, and the work 
was completed in 1781. Should Biography 
fall again into difufe; there will not always 
be a Johnfon to look back through a cen- 
tury, and give a body of critical and moral * 
inftru&ion. In April 178 1, he loft his friend 
Mr. Thrale. His own words, in his diary, 
will beft tell that melancholy event, ** On 
*^ Wednefday the nth bf April, was buried 
" my dear friend Mr. Thrale, who died on-^ 
** Wednefday the 4th, and with him were 
•* buried many of my hopes and pleafures. 
" x^bout five, I think, on Wednefday morn* * 
** ing he expired. I felt almoft the laft flut- 
" ter of his .pulfe, and looked for the laft ' 
•* time upon the face, that, for fifteen years ' 
•* before, had never been turned upon me 

but with refpedt and benignity. Farewcl : 
** may God, that delightcth in mercy, have* 

h 4 ' ** bad 
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fMiadjS^ti^cy an thee ! I had conftantly pray^ 
•t (4 for him before his death. The deceafe 
!* of him, from whofc friendfhip I had ob- 
** taincd many opportunities of amufementt 
*/ and to whom I turned my thoughts as to 
?* a refuge from misfortunes, has left me 
** heavy. But my bufmefs is with myfelf.'f 
Frpmr the.clofc of his laft work, the malady 
that^erfecuted him through life came upon 
iiim with alarming feverity, and his confti- 
tuti<>n declined apace. In 1782 his old friead 
Lcvet expired without warning, and with- 
out 9 groan. Events like thefe reminded 
Johnfon of his own mortality* He conti- 
nued his vifits to Mrs. Thrale at Streatham, 
to the. 7th day of 06tober, 1782, when, ha- 
ving firft compofed a prayer for the happi^ 
nefs of a family with whom he had for many 
yeafs enjoyed the pleafures and comforts of 
life, he removed to his own houfe in town; 
He fays he was up early in the morning, and 
read for tuitouily in the Gofpel, which was his 
parting ufe of the library » The merit of the fa* 
mily is manifefted by the fenfe he had of it, 
and we fee his heart overflowing with gratis 
tude* He leaves the place with regret^ :9JxSl 
cafts a lingering loakhbind^ , . 

. . The 
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» The few remaining occarrences msnf b^ 
foon difpatched. In the month of June, 1783, 
Johnfon had a paralytic ftroke, which a& 
fe6fced his fpeech only. He wrote to Dr^ 
Taylor of Weftminfter ; and to his friend- 
Mr. Allen, the printer, who lived at the 
next door. Dr. Brocklefby arrived in a (hort 
time, and by his care, and that of Dn He^ 
berden^ Johnfon foon recovered. During 
his illnefs the writer of this narrative yifited 
him, and found him reading Dr. Watfon^s 
Chemiftfy. Articulating with drflRculty, he 
faid, •* From this book, he who knows no- 
^^ thing may learn a great deal ; and he who 
^^ knows, will be pleafed to find his know* 
*^ ledge recalled to his mind in a manner 
•• highly pleafmg.*' In the month of Auguft 
he fet put for Lichfield, on a viiit to Mrs. 
Lucy Porter, the daughter of his wife by her 
firft huiband ; and in hi9 way back paid his 
refpedfcs to Dr. Adams at Oxford. Mrsl 
Williaips died at his houfe in Bolt-court in 
the month of September, during his abfence^ 
This was another ihock to a mind like his^ 
ever agitated by the thoughts of futurity^ 
The contemplation of his own approaching 
end was co^ftantljr before his eyes ; and the 

profped' 
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^rofpeft of death, hefjeclarcd, was terrible. 
For many years, when he was not difpofed 
to. enter into the converfation going for- 
ward, whoever fat near his chair, might 
hear him repeating^ from Shakfpeare, 

Ay, but to die and go we know not where ; 
. To lie in cold obftraftion and to rot ; 
This fehfiblc warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod, and the delighted fpirit 
^ To bathe in fiery floods— ^ — 

And from Milton, 

Who would lofe. 
For fear of pain, this intelleflual being? 

By the death of Mrs. Williams he was left 
in a ftate of deftitution, with nobody but 
Frank, his black fervant, to footh his anxi- 
ous moments. In November 1783, he was 
fwelled from head to foot with a dropfy. 
Dr. Brocklefby, with that benevolence with 
which he always aflfifts his friends, paid his 
vifits with afliduity. The medicines pre- 
fcribed were fo efficacious, that in a few 
days, Johnfon, while he was offering up his 
prayers, was fuddenly obliged to rife> and, 
in the courfe of the d^y, difcharged twenty 
pints of water* 

Johnfon, 
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Jahnfon, being eafed of his dropfy; began 
to entertain hopes that the vigour of hid 
conftittrtion was not entirely broken. For 
the fake of converfing with his friends, h« 
eftabliihed a converfation club, to meet on 
every Wednefday evening ; and, to fcrvc a 
man whom he had known in Mr. Thrale*8 
houlhold for many years, the place was fixed 
at his houfe in Eflex-ftreet near the Temple* 
To anfwer the malignant remarks of Sir John 
Hawkins on this fubjedl, were a wretched 
wafte of time. Profeffing to be Johnfon^s 
friend, that biographer has raifed more ob« 
jeciions to his character, than all the ene* 
mies of that excellent man. Sir John had 
a root of bitteraefs that put rancours in the 
veffel of his peace* Fielding, he fays, was 
the inventor of a cant phrafe, Goodnefs of 
heart J which means little more than the virtue 
of a horfi or a dog. He (hould have known 
that kind affections are the eflence of virtue ; 
they are the will ^of God implanted in our 
nature, to aid and ftrengthen moral obliga- 
tion ; they incite to action ; a fenfe of bene-* 
volence is no lefs neceffary than a fenfe of 
duty. Good affections are an ornament not 
only to an author but to his writings, ^e' 

who 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1t4 AN fiMAY ON THS LITE A^U 

who (hews himfelf upon a cold fcent for 
opportunities to bark and fnarl throughout 
a volume of fix hundred pages, may, if he^ 
vUl, pretend to moraliM ; but Goodness 
OF Hbaet, or, to ufe that politer phrafe^ 
liic.virJue of a borfe or a dog^ would redound 
more to his honour* But Sir John is no 
«M>re : our bvifmeis is with Johnfba. The 
members of his club were refpe£kable for 
dieir rankf their talents, and their literature* 
Tfaej attended with pundfcuality till about 
Midfiammer 1 784, when, with fome appear- 
ance of health, Johnfon went into Derby« 
ibke, and thence to Lichfield. While he 
was in that part of the worlds his friends in 
tdwn were labouring for his benefits The 
air of a more fouthera climate they thought 
might prolong a valuable life, fiut a pen*^ 
fion of ^ 300 a year was a flender fund for a 
traveling valetudinarian, and it was not 
then known that he had faved a moderate 
fbm df money. Mr. Bofwell and Sir Joihua 
Reynolds undertook to folicit the patronage 
of the Chancellor. With Lord^Thurlow^. 
while be was at the bar, Johnfon was well 
aa^ainted. He was often heard to fay^ 
^ Thurlow is a pian of itich vigour of mind^ 

** that 
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** that I Ufvcrknewl was to meet him htot — 
^* I was going to fay, I was afraid, but that 
•* would not be true, for I never was afraid 
•* of any man ; but I never knew that I was 
** to meet Thurlow, but I knew I hadfome- 
•* thing to encounter/' The ChanceHor un^ 
dertook to recommend Johnfon^s cafe, but 
without focceis. To protraA if poflible the 
4ays of a man, whom he rcfpeded, he of« 
ftred to advance the fum of five hundred 
pounds. Being infbrmed of this at Lich- 
field, Jokmfon wrotir the following letter. 

"My Lord, 

^< After a long and not inattentive obfer* 
^ Tatioii of mankind, the generofity of jrour 
^ Lordfhip^s ofier raifes in mie not lefs won- 
*^ der than gratitiidew Bounty, fo liberally 
•^•bcftowed^ I fhould gladly receive if my 
*^ condition made it necefTary ; for to fuch a 
^* mind who would not be proud to own his 
obligations ? But it has pleafed God to 
reftore me to fo: great a meafure of health, 
" that, if I fhould now appropriate fo much, 
pf a fortune deftined to do good, I could 
Aot eicape from myfelf the charge of ad« 
" yancing a falfe claim. My journey to the 

•• conti-^ 
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** continent, though I once thought it nc- 
•* ceffary, was never much encouraged by 
*^ my phyficians ; and 1 was very defirous 
•* that your Lordfhip (hould be told it by 
V Sir Jofliua Reynolds as an event very un- 
*' certain ; for, if 1 grew much better^ I 
5< fliould not be willing ; if much worfe-, I 
** fliould not be able to migrate. Your 
** Lordfliip was firft folicited without mjp 
** knowledge ; but when I was told that yon 
** were pleafed to honour me with your pa- 
^* tronage, I did not expert to hear of a re^ 
^^ fufal ; yet, as I have had no long time to 
*' brood hopes, and have not rioted in ima- 
f * ginary opulence, this cold receptioii has 
^^ been fcarce a difappointment ; and from 
*' your Lordfliip's kindnefs I have received a 
^* benefit which only men like you are able 
*« to bellow. 1 fliall now live mHi ^arior^ 
*.* with a higher opinion of my own mferit. 
*M am, my Lord, 

your Lordfliip's moft obliged, 

moft grateful, 

•* and moft humble fervant, , 
" Samuel Jobnson.** 

" September, 1784.'* 

Wc 
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. We have in this inltance. the exertion: of 
two congenial minds ; one*. M[ith a generous 
impulfe relieving merit in diftrefs ; and the 
other, by gratitude and dignity of ijentiment 
riling to an equM elevation. 

^ It fecms, however, that greatncfs of mind 
is* not confined to greatnefs of r^nk^. Dr. 
Brockiefby w^s not content to afiiit with his 
Oiedical art ; [he refolved to minijier to hi^ 
patient^s mind^ and pluck from his memory the 
forrow which the late refufal from a higli 
quarter might 6ccafion» To enable him ta 
vifit the fouth of France in purfuit of healthy 
he offered from his own funds- an annuity^ 
of one hundred pounds, payable quarterly* 
This was a fweet oblivious antidote j but it wa» 
not accepted for the reafons afligned to t;he« 
Chancellor. The propofai, however, will 
do l^nour to Dr» Brockiefby, as long as li-^ 
beral fentiment fhall be ranked among tht» 
focial virtues. 

, In the month of Ocjlober, 1784, we find 
Dr.Johnfon correfponding with Mr.Nichok,i 
the intelligent compiler erf the Gentleman's 
^lagazine, and, in the langour oi ficknefs, 

ftill 
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ftill dc(ir(^iis to contribute all in his power 
to the advancement of fcience (and ufefut 
knowledge. He fays, in a letter to that gen- 
tleman, dated Lichfield, October 20, that 
he fhould be glad to give fo ikilfbl a lover 
of Antiquities any information. He adds* 
•* At Aflibume, where I had very little com* 
•* pany, I had the luck to borrow Mr. Bow* 
^ yer*s Life, a book fo full of contemporary 
^ hiftory, that a literary man muft find fomc 
*• of his old friends* I thought that I could 
•• now and then have told you fome hints 
^ worth your notice : We perhaps may talk 
^ a life over. I hope we fhall be much to- 
*• gcther. You muft now be to me what 
*• you were before, and what dear Mr. Allen 
•* was bcfides. He was taken unexpeftedly 
*» away, but I think he was a very good man. 
•• I have made very little progrefs in recovery, 
•• I am very weak, and very fleeplefs ; but I 
•• live on and hope.'* 

In that languid condition he arrived, on the 
16th of November^ at his houfe in Bolt-courtt 
there to end his days. He laboured with the 
dropfy and an afttuna. He was attended by 
Dn Hcbcrden, Dr. Warren, Dr. Brockleiby, 

Dr. 
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Dr. Butter, and Mr. Cruikfhank, the emi- 
nent furgeon. Eternity prefented to his 
mind an avveful profpeft, and, with as much 
virtue as perhaps ever is the lot of man, he 
ihuddered at the thought of his diffolution. 
His friends awakened the comfortable reflec- 
tion of a well-fpent life; and, as his end 
drew near, they had the fatisfa6lion of fee- 
ing him compofed, and even chearful, in- 
fomuch that he was able, in the coijrfe of 
his reftlefs nights, to make tranflations of 
Greek epigrams from the Anthologia ; and 
to compofe a Latin epitaph for his father, 
his mother, and his brother Nathaniel. He- 
meditated, at the fame time, a Latin in- ' 
fcription to the memory of Garrick ; but his 
vigour was exhaufted. 

His love of Literature was a pafllon that 
ftuck to his laft fand. Seven da)rs before his 
death he wrote the following letter to his 
friend Mr. Nichols. " 

" The late learned Mr. Swinton of Oxford 
having one day remarked that one man^ 
meaning, I fuppofe, no man but himfelf, 
could affign all the parts of the x\ncient 

Vol. L i Univerfal 
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Univerfal Hiftory to their proper authors, at 
the requeft of Sir Robert Chambers, or my- 
felf, gave the account which I now tranfmit 
to you in his own hand, being willing that of 
fo great a work the hiilory ihould be known, 
and that each writer ihould receive his due 
proportion of praife from pofterity. 

" I recommend to you to preferve this 
fcrap of literary intelligence m Mr. Swin- 
ton's own hand, or to depofit it in the Mu- 
ftum *, that the veracity of this account may 
never be doubted* 

" I am, Sir, 

** Your moft humble fervant, 
Dec. 6, 1784. " Sam. Johnson/* 

Mr. Swinton. 
The Hiftory of the Carthaginians. 

— Numidians. 

Mauritanians. 

" Gaetulians. 

Garamantes. 

Melano Gaetulians. 

Nigritae. 

Cyrenaica. 

Marmarica. 



* It is there dcpofitcd. J. N. 



The 
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The HiftdTy of the Regie Syrtica* 

" ' '■ ^ Turks, Tartars, and Moguls* 

•*— Indians* 

' ■■ ' Chinefe. 
— — « ' — ^ Diflertation on the peopling 

of America. 
The Hiftory of the Diflertation on the Inde* 

pendency of the Arabs. 
The Cofmogony, and a fmall part of the hif* 

tory immediately following. By M. Sale. 
To the Birth of Abraham* Chiefly by Mr* 

Shelvock* 
Hiftory of the Jews, Gauls, and Spaniards* 

By Mr. Pfalmanazar. 
Xenophon*s Retreat. By the fame. 
Hiftory of the Perfians, and the Conftanti-* 

nopolitan Empire. By Dr. Campbell* 
Hiftory of the Romans. By Mr. Bbwer** 

Ott 

« Before tliis authentic eattmnnlcation^ Mr. Nichols had 
given in the volume of the Magazine for 1781^ p. 370^ the 
following account of the Univerfal Hiftoiy. The propofala 
vere publiihed 06tober 6, 1729; and the authors of the firft 
ftven volumes were^ 

Vol. I. Mr. Sale^ tranilator of the Konn* 

II. George Pfalmanazar. 

III. Geoi^e Pfalmanazar. 

i » III, Archl* 
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. On the rporning of Dec. 7, Dr. Johnfoil 
j-equefted to fee Mr. Nichols. A few days 
before, he had borro^v^d fome of the early 
volumes of the Magazine, with a profefled 
intention to point out the pieces which he 
had written in that coUeftion. The books 
Jay on the table, with many leaves doubled 
down, and in particular thofe which con- 
tained his Ihare in the Parliamentary De- 
bates. Such was the goodnefs of Johnfon's 
Jieart, that he then declared, that " thofe 
** debates were the only parts of his writings 
** which gave him any compundtion ; but 
" that at the time he wrote them he had no 
*' conception that he was impofing upon the 
** world, though they were frequently" writ- 
** ten from very flender materials, and often 
" from none at all, the mere coinage of hi« 

III. Archibald Bower. 
Captain Shelvock. 
Dr. Campbell, 

IV. The fame as vol. HI. 
y. Mr. Bower. 

VI. Mr. Bower, 

Rev. John Swinton. 
VIL Mr. Swinton. 
Mr. Bower. 



if 



own 
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^* own imagination." He added, " that he 
*• never wrote any part of his work with 
^* equal velocity. Three columns of the 
*• Magazine in an hour/' he faid, " was nd 
** uncommon effort; which was fafter than 
** moft perfons could have tranfcribed that 
*' quantity. In one day in particular, and 
•^ that not a very long one, he wrote twelve 
*' pages, more in quantity than ever he 
" wrote at any other time, except in tlie 
Life of Savage, of which forty-eight pages 
in o6lavo were the produAion of one long 
day, including a part of the night." 



« 



$i 



In the courfe of the converfation he afked, 
whether any of the family of Faden the prin- 
ter were living. Being told that the geogra- 
pher near Charing-crofs was Faden's fon, he 
faid, after a ftiort paufe, '' 1 borrowed a gui- 
•* nea of his father near thirty years ago ; be 
** fo good as to take this, and pay it for me." 

Wiftiing to difcharge every duty, and every 
obligation, Johnfon recoII^6led another debt 
of ten pounds, which he had borrowed frorai 
his friend Mr. Hamilton the printer, about 
twenty years before. He fent the money to 

i 3 Mn 
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Mr. Hamilton at his houfe in Bedford Row« 
with an apology for the length of time« Th« 
Reverend Mr, Strahan was the bearer of the 
xneffage^ about four or five days before Johm 
fon breathed his laft 

Mr. Saftres (whom Dn Johnfon efteemed 
and mentioned in his will]| entered the room 
during his illnefs, Dn Johnfon» as ibon as 
he faw him, ftretched forth his hand, and^ 
in a tone of lamentation, called out. Jam 
I40RITURUS ! But the love of life was ftill an 
aftive principle* Feeling hitofelf fwelled 
with the dropfy, he conceived that, by in- 
cifions in his legs, the water might be dif^ 
charged, Mr. Cruikfhank apprehended that 
a mortification might be the confequence ; 
but, to appeafe a diftempered fancy, he 
gently lanced the furfacc. Johnfon cried 
out, ** Deeper, deeper ! I want length of 
♦♦ life, and you are afraid of giving me pain, 
*• which I do not value/* 

On the 8th of December, the Reverend 
Mr. Strahan drew his will, by which, after 
» few legacies, the refjdue, amounting to 
about fifteen hundred pounds, was be^ueath^ 

cd 
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cd to Frank, the Black fervant, formerly 
configned to the teftator by his friend Dr. 
Bathurft. 

The hiftory of a death-bed is painful. 
Mr.'Strahan informs us, that the ftrength of 
religion prevailed againft the infirmity of 
nature ; and his foreboding dread of the Di- 
vine Juftice fubfided into a pious truft and 
humble hope of niercy at the Throne of 
Grace. On Monday the 13th day of Decem- 
ber (the laft of his exiftence on this fide the 
grave), the defire of life returned with all its 
former vehemence. He ftill imagined, that, 
by punfturing his legs, relief might be ob- 
tained. At eight in the morning he tried the 
experiment, but no water followed. In an 
hour or two after, he fell into a. doze, and 
about feven in the evening expired without 
a groan. 

On the 20th of the month his remains, 
with due folemnities, and a numerous atten* 
dance of his friends* were buried in W ft- 
minfter Abbey, near the foot of Shakfpeare's 
monument, and clofe to the grave of the late 
Mr. Garrick. The funeral fervice was read 
by his friend Dr. Taylor. 

14 A black 
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A black marble over his grave has the fol- 
lowing infcription : 

Samuel Johnson, LL.D. 

obiitxiii die Decembris, 

Anno Domini 

MDCCLXXXrV. 

iEtatis fuae lxxv. 

If we now look back, as from an eminence, 
to view the fcenes of life, and the literary la- 
bours in which Dr. Johnfon was engaged, we 
may be able to delineate the features of the 
man, and to form an eftimate of his genius. 

As a man, Dr. Johnfon ftands difplayed in 
open day-light. Nothing remains undifco- 
vered. Whatever he faid is known ; and 
without allowing him the ufual privilege of 
hazarding fentiments, and advancing pofi- 
tions, for mere amufement, or the pleafure 
of difcuflion, Criticifm has endeavoured to 
make him anfwerable for what, perhaps, he 
never ferioully thought. His diary, which 
has been printed, difcovers ftill more. We 
have before us the very heart of the man, 
w ith all his inward confcioiifnefs. And yet 
neither in th^open paths of life, nor in his 
fecret recefles, has any one vice been difco- 
vered. We fee him reviewing every year of 

his 
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his life, and f(?verely cerifuring himfelf, for 
not keeping refolutions, which morbid me- 
lancholy, and other bodily infirmities, ren- 
dered impra6licable. We fee him for every 
little defe6t impofmg on himfelf voluntary 
penance, going through the day with only 
one cup of tea without milk, and to the laft, 
amidft paroxyfms and remiffions of illnefs, 
forming plans of ftudy and refolutions to 
amend his life *. Many of his fcruples may 
be called weaknefTes ; but they are the weakr. 
neffes o^ a good, a pious, and moft excellent 
man. 

His perfon, it is well known, was large 
and unwieldy. His nerves were affedled by 
that diforder, for which, at two years of 
age, he was prefented to the royal touch. 
His head fhook, and involuntary motions 
made it uncertain that his legs and arms 
would, even at a tea-table, remain in their 
proper place. A perfon of Lord Chefter- 
field's delicacy might in his company be in a 
fever. He would fometimes of his own ac- 
cord do things inconfiftent with the efta- 
blilhed modes of behaviour, fitting at table 
with the celebrated Mrs. Cholmondeley, who 

* On the fubjed of voluntary penance fee the Rambler, N°CX. 

exerted 
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exerted herfelf to circulate the fubfcriptibn 
for Shakfpeare, he took hold of her hand in 
^e middle of dinner, and held it clofe to his 
eye, wondering at the delicacy and the whitc- 
nefs, till with a fmile fhe a(ked, ff^ill he give 
it to me again when he has done with it f The 
exteriors of politenefs did not belong to 
Johnfon. Even that civility which proceeds, 
or ought to proceed, front the mind, was 
fometimes violated* His morbid melancholy 
had an efFeift on his temper; his paffions 
were irritable ; and the pride of fcience, as 
well as of a fierce independent fpirit, in- 
flamed him on fome occafions above all 
bounds of moderation. Though not in the 
{hade of academic bowers, he led a fcholaftic 
life ; and the habit of pronouncing decifions 
to his friends and vifitors gave him a di£ta* 
torial manner, which was much enforced 
by a voice naturally loud, and often over- 
ftretched. Metaphyfical difculjion^ moral 
theory, fyftems of religion, and anecdotes 
of literature, were his favourite topics* Ge- 
neral hiftory had little of his regard. Bio- 
graphy was his delight. The proper Jiudy of 
mankind is man. Sooner than hear of the 
Punic war, he would be rude to the perfon 
that introduced the fubjedt. 

John- 
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J<^nfo£i was born a logician i one of thofe, 
to whom only books of logic are faid to be 
of ufe. In confequence' of his (kill in that 
art^ be loved argumentation. No man 
thought more profoundly, nor with fuch 
acute difcernment. A fallacy could not (land 
before him; it was fure to be refuted by 
ftrength of reafoning, and a precifion both 
in idea and ezpreffion almoll unequalled. 
When he chofe by apt illuftration to plac« 
the argument of his adverfary in a ludicrous 
light, one was ahnoil inclined to think riJi'^ 
cnle the tefi of truth. He was furprizcd to be 
told, but it is certainly true, that, with great 
powers of mind, wit and humour were his 
ihining talents. That he often argued for 
the fake of a triumph, over his adverfary, 
cannot be di£fembled. Dr.Rofe, of Chifwick, 
has been heard to tell of a friend of his, who 
thanked him for introducing him to Dr. 
Johnfon, as he had been convinced, in the 
courfe of a long difpute, that an opinion, 
which he had embraced as 'a fettled truth, 
was no better than a vulgar error. This be-^ 
ing reported to Johnfon, ** Nay," faid he, 
^* do not let him be thankful, for he was 
•^ right, and I was wrong.** Like his uncle 
Andrew, in the ring at Smithfield^ Johnfon, 
6 in 

i 
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in a circle of difputants, was determioed 
neither to be thrown nor conquered. Notwith* 
ftanding all his piety, felf- government, or 
the command of his paffions in converfa- 
tion, does not feem to have been among his 
attainments. Whenever he thought the con- 
tention was for the fuperiority, he has been 
known to break out with violence, and even 
ferocity. When the fray was over, he gene- 
rally foftened into repentance, and, by con- 
ciliating meafures, took care that no animo- 
fity fhould be left rankling in the breaft of 
his antagonift. Of this .defe6l he feems to 
have been confcious. In a letter to Mrs. 
Thralc, he fays, *• Poor Baretti ! do not 
^* quarrel with him ; to negle6t him a little 
** will be fufficient. He means only to be 
** frank and manly, and independent, and, 
^* perhaps as you fay, a little wife. To be 
** frank, he thinks, is to be cynical ; and to 
*' be independent, is to be rude. Forgive 
** him, deareft lady, the rather, becaufe of 
** his mifbehaviour 1 am afraid he learned 
** part of me, I hope to fet him hereafter a 
** better example." For his own intolerant 
and overbearing fpirit he apologized by obfer- 
ving, that it had done fome good ; obfcenity 
and impiety were repreffed in his company. 

It 
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It was late in life before he had the habit 
of mixing, otherwife than occafionally, with 
polite company. At Mr. Thrale's he faw a 
conftant fucceffion of well-accomplifhed vi- 
fitors. In that fociety he began to wear off 
the rugged points of his own charadler. He 
faw the advantages of mutual civility, and 
endeavoured to profit by the models before 
him. He aimed at what has been called by 
Swift the leffer morals^ and by Cicero minores 
virtutes. His endeavour, though new and 
late, gave pleafure to- all his acquaintance. 
Men were glad to fee that he was willing to 
be communicative on equal terms and reci- 
prQcal complacence. The time was then 
expelled when he was to ceafe being what 
George Garrick, brother to the celebrated 
aftor, called him the firft time he heard him 
converfe, " A tremendous Companion." 
He certainly wifhed to be polite, and even 
tiiought himfelf fo ; but his civility ftill re- 
tained fomething uncouth an(} harfli. His 
manners took a milder tone, but the endea- 
vour was too palpably feen. He laboured 
even in trifles. He was a giant gaining a 
purchafeXo lift a feather. 

It 
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It is obferved by the younger Pliny, that 
in the confines of virtue and great qualities 
there arc generally vices of an oppofite na* 
ture. In Dr. Johnfon not one ingredient 
can take the naoie of vice. From his attain* 
ments in literature grew the pride of know-* 
ledge ; and from his powers of reafoning, 
the love of difputation and the vain-glory of 
fuperior vigour. His piety, in fome inftances^ 
bordered on fuperftition. He was willing to 
believe in preternatural agency, and thought 
it not more ftrange that there Ihould be evil 
fpirits than evil men* Even the quellioa 
about fecond fight held him in fufpence. 
*' Second fight,' ' Mr. Pennant tells us, " is 
•' a power of feeing images impreffed on the 
*• organs of fight by the power of fancy, or 
•* on the fancy by the difordered fpirits ope^ 
" rating on the mind* It is the faculty of 
** feeing fpeftres or vifions, which reprefent 
*• an event adually paffing at a diftance^ or 
** likely to happen at a future day. In i77i# 
^^ a gentleman, the lad who was fuppofed to 
^^ be poiTefied of this faculty, had a boat afi 
*^ feain a tempeiluous night, and, being anx^^ 
*• ious for his freight, fuddenly ftarted up, 
** and faid his men would be drowned, for 

"he 
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** he had feen them pafs before him with wet 
** garments and dropping locks. The event 
•• correfponded with his difordered fancy* 
•« And thus/* continues Mn Pennant, ** a diff 
tempered imagination, clouded with anx- 
iety, may make an impreffion on the fpi^ 
rits ; as perfons, reftlefs and troubled with 
** indignation, fee various forms and figures 
«* while they lie awake in bed.*' This is what 
Dr. Johnfon was not willing to reje^St* He 
wifhed for fome pofitive proof of communi^p* 
cations with another world. His benevolence 
embraced the whole race of man, and yet 
was tindtured with particular prejudices. He 
was pleafed with the minifter in the Ifle of 
Sky, and loved him fo much that he began 
to wifti him not a Prefbyterian. To that 
body of Diflenters his zeal for the Eftablifhcd 
Church made him in fome degree an adver- 
fary; and his attachment to a mixed and 
limited Monarchy led him to declare open 
war againil what he called a fullen Republi- 
can. He would rather praife a man of Ox*» 
ford than of Cambridge. He difliked a Whig, 
and loved a Tory. Thefe were the ftiades of 
his character, which it has been the bufmefs 
of certain party-writers to reprefent in the 

darkeft colours. 

Since 
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Since virtue, or moral goodnefs, confifts in 
a juft conformity of our a6lions to the rela- 
tions in which we ftand to the SupremeBeing 
•and to our fellow-creatures, where fhall 
we find a man who has been, or endeavoured 
to be, more diligent in the difcharge of thofe 
eflential duties ? His firft prayer was com- 
pofed in 1738; he continued thofe fervent 
ejaculations of piety to the end of his life. 
In his Meditations we fee him fcrutinizing 
himfelf with feverity, and aiming at perfec- 
tion unattainable by man. His duty to his 
neighbour confided in univerfal benevolence, 
and a conftant aim at the production of hap- 
pinefs. Who was more fincere and fteady in 
his friendfhips ? It has been faid that there 
was no real affedtion between him and Gar- 
rick. On the part of the latter, there might 
be fome corrofions of jealoufy. The charac- 
ter of Prospero, in the Rambler, N° 200, 
was, beyond all queftion, occafioned by 
Garrick*s oftentatious difplay of furniture 
and Drefden china. It was furely fair to 
take from this incident a hint for a moral 
eflay ; and, though no more was intend- 
ed, Garrick, we are told, remembered it 
with uneafinefs* He was alfo hurt that his 
2 Lichfield 
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Lichfield friend did not diink fo highly of 
his dramatic art as the red of the world. 
The faQ: was, Johnfon could not fee the paf* 
fions as they rofe and chafed one another ia 
the varied features of that expreffive face ; 
and by his own manner of reciting verfes, 
which was wonderfully impreffive, he plainly 
(hewed that he thought there was too much 
of artificial tone and meafured cadence in 
the declamation of the theatre. The prc- 
fcnt writer well remembers being in conver- 
fation with Dr. Johnfon near the fide of 
the fcenes during the tragedy of King Lear : 
when Garrick came off the ftage, he faid> 
«* You two talk fo loud you deftroy all my 
«• feelings.'* ** Prithee/* replied Johnfon, 
*• do not talk of feelings. Punch has no feel- 
" ings.** This feems to have been his fet* 
tied opinion ; admirable as Garrick*s imita-- 
tion of nature always was, Johnfon thought 
it no better than mere mimickry. Yet it is 
certain that he efteemed and loved Garrick ; 
that he dwelt with pleafure on his praife ; 
and ufed to declare, that he deferved his 
great fuccefs, becaufe on all applications for 
charity he gave more than was afked. Af* 
ter Garrick's death he never talked of him 
Vol. I. k without 
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without a tear in his e3r€s. He offered, if 
Mrs. Gar rick would defirc it of him, to be the 
editor of his work« and the hiflorian of his 
life. It has been mentioned, that on his 
death-bed he thought of writing a Latin in- 
fcription to the memory of his friend. Num- 
bers are ftill living who know thefe fa£ls, 
and ftill remember with gratitude the friend- 
(hip which he ftiewed to them with unalter- 
ed afFeftion for a number of years. His hu- 
manity and generofity, in proportion to his 
flender income, were unbounded* It has 
been truly faid, that the lame, the blind, 
and the forrowful, found in his houfe a fure 
retreat. A ftri6t adherence to truth he con- 
fidered as a facred obligation, infomuch 
that, in relating the moft minute anecdote, 
he. would not allow himfelf the fmalleft ad- 
dition to embellifli his ftory. The late Mr. 
Tyers, who knew Dr. Johnfon intimately, 
obferved, ** that he always talked as if he was 
** talking upon oath.** After a long acquain- 
tance with this excellent man, and an atten- 
tive retrofpe6l to his whole condu6t, fuch is 
the light in which he appears to the writer 
of this effay. The following lines of Horace 
may be deemed his pidture in miniature : 

4 Ira- 
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Iracundior eft paulo, minus aptus acutis 
Naribus horum hominum, rideri poflit, eo quod 
Rufticius tonfo toga defluit, & male laxus 
In pede calceud hasret ; at eft bonus, ut melior vir 
Non alius quifquam ; at tibi amicus, at ingenium 

ingens, 
Inculto latet hoc fub corpore *• 



It remains to give a review of Johnfon's 
works ; and this, it is imagined, will not be 
unwelcome to the reader. 

Like Milton and Addifon, he feems to 
have been fond of his Latin poetry. Thofe 
compofitions (hew that he was an early 
fcholar ; but his verfes have not the grace- 
ful eafe that gave fo much fuavity to the 
poems of Addifon. The tranflation of the 

* Your friend is paffionate, perhaps unfit 
For the brifk petulance of modem wit. 
His hair ill-cut, his robe that aukward flows. 
Or his large flioes, to raillery expofe 
The man you love ) yet is he not poflefs^d 
Of virtues, with which very few are bleil ? 
While underneath this rude, uncouth difguife 
A genius of extenfive knowledge lies* 

Francis's Hon Book i. Sat. 3. 

k 2 Meffiah 
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Meffiah labours under two difadvantages ; it 
is firft compare^d with Pope's inimitable per- 
formance, and afterwards with the PoUio 
of VirgiL It may appear trifling to remark^ 
that he has made the letter o^ in the word 
FirgOj long and fhort in the fame line ; 
Virgo, Virgo parit. But the tranflation 
has great merit, and fome admirable lines. 
Ill the odes there is a fweet flexibility, par- 
ticularly, To his worthy friend Dr. Lau- 
rence ; on himfelf at the theatre, March 8, 
1771 ; the Ode in the ifle of Sky ; and that 
to Mrs. Thrale from the fame place. 

His Englifh poetry is fuch as leaves room 
to think, if he had devoted hirafelf to the 
Miifes, that he would have been the rival of 
Pope. His firft produftion in this kind was 
London, a poem in imitation of the third 
fatire of JuvensU The vices of the rpetro- 
polls are placed in the room of antient man- 
ners. The author had heated his mind with 
the ardour of Juvenal, ^ndi having the lUill 
to polifh his numbers, he became a fharp 
accufer of the times. The Vanity of Hu- 
man Wishes is gn imitation of the tenth 
fatire of the fame author. Though it is 

tranflated 
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tranflated by Dryden, Johnfon's imitation 
apprdaches neareft to the fpirit of the origi- 
nal. The fubjedl is taken from the Alci- 
BiAnas of Plato, and has an intermixture 
of the fentiments of SocRArfes concerning 
the objeft of prayers offered up to Jthtf Deity. 
The general propofition is, that good and 
evil are fo little underftood by mankind, that 
their wifhes when granted are always de- 
Uructive. This is exemplified in tt variety 
of inftances, fuch as riches, ftate- prefer- 
ment, eloquence, military glory, long life, 
and the advantages of form and beauty. 
Juvenal*s conclufion is \Vorthy of a Chriftiali 
poet, and fuch a pen as Johnfort's. *' Let 
-** us,** he fays, ** leave it to the Gods to 
•* judge what is fitteft for us. Man is dearer 
*• to his Creator than to himfelf. if we muft 
•• pray for fpecial favour, let it be for a 
** found mind in a found body. Let us pray 
*' far fortitude, that we may thirtk the la- 
*• hours of Hercules and all his fufferirigs 
** preferable to k life of luxury and the foft 
♦* repofe of Sardanapalus. This is a blef^ 
** fing within the reach of every man j this 
** we can give ourfelves. It is virtue, and 
** virtue only, that can make us happy.*' In 

k 3 the 
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the tranflation tl* zeal of the Chriftian con- 
fpircd with the warmth and energy of the 
poet; but Juvenal is not eclipfed. For the 
various chara6ters in the original the reader 
is pleafed, in the £ngli(h poem« to meet 
with Cardinal Wolfey, Buckingham ftah- 
bgd by Felton, Lord Strafford, Clarendon, 
Charles XIL of Sweden ; and for Tully and 
Demofthcpes, Lydiat, Galileo, and Arch- 
biflaop Laud. It is owing to Johjjfon's de^ 
light in biography that the name of Lydiat 
is called forth from obfcurity. It may, 
therefore, not be ufelefs to tell, that Lydiat 
was a learned divine and mathematician .in 
the beginning of the laft century. He at- 
tacked the doflrine of Ariftotle and Scaliger, 
and wrote a number of fermons on the bar* 
mony of the Evangelifts. With all his me^ 
Tit, he lay in the prifon of B.ocardo at Ox- 
ford, till Bifliop Ufher, Lapd, and others, 
paid his debts. He petitioned Charles L to 
be fent to Ethiopia to procure manufcripts. 
paving fpoken in favour of monarchy and 
bifhops, he was plundered by the Puritans, 
and tvyice carried away a prifoner from his 
reiSlory* He died very poor in 1646. 

The 
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The Tragedy of Irene is founded on a paf- 
fa^e in Knolles's Hiftory oF the Turks ; 
an (author highly commended in the Ram- 
bler, N** 1 22. An incident in the Life of Ma- 
homet the Great, firft emperor of the Turks, 
is the hinge on which the fable is made to 
move. The fubftance of the ftory is (hortly 
this. In 1453 Mahomet laid ficge to Con- 
ftantinople, and, having reduced the place, 
became enamoured of a fair Greek, whofe 
name was Irbns. The fultan invited her 
to embrace the law of the Prophet, and to 
grace his throne. Enraged at this intended 
marriage, the Janizaries formed a confpiracy 
to dethrone the emperor. To avert the im- 
pending danger, Mahomet, in a full affem- 
bly of the grandees, ** Catching with one 
*' hand," as Knolles relates it, ** the fair 
f * Greek by the hair of her head, and draw- 
** ing his falchion with the other, he, at one 
*• blow, ftruck oiF her head, to the great 
** terror of them all ; and, having fo done, 
♦* faid unto them. Now, by this, judge whe- 
** thcr your emperor is able to bridle his af- 
" feftions or not.'* The ftory is fimple, and 
it remained for the author to amplify it with 

k 4 proper 
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proper epifodes, and give it complication 
and variety. The cataftrophe is changed, 
and horror gives place to terror and piety. 
But, after all, the fable is cold and languid* 
There is not, throughout the piece, a fmgle 
fituation to excite curiofity, and raife a con- 
fliiSt of paffions. The diction is nervous, 
rich, and elegant j but fplcndid language, 
and melodious numbers, will make a fine 
poem, not a tragedy. The fcntiments are 
beautiful, always happily exprcffcd, but fel- 
dom appropriated to the character, and ge- 
nerally too philofophic* What johnfon has 
faid of the Tragedy of Cato may be applied to 
Irene ; ** It is rather a poem in dialogue 
^* than a drama ; rather a fucccffion of juft 
*^ fentimcnts in elegant language, than a re* 
** prcfentation of natural afFedlions. No* * 
*^ thing excites or affuages emotion. The 
** events are expelled without folicitude, 
•* and are remembered without joy or for- 
•^^ row. Of the agents we have no care ; we 
^^ confider not what they are doing, nor 
*^ what they are fuffering ; we wifti only to 
** know what they have to fay. It is unaf- 
^* fedting .elegance, and chill philofophy.** 
The following fpcech^ in the mouth of a. 

Turk, 
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Turk, who is fuppofed to have heard of the 
Britifh conftitatioA, has beea often feieded 
from the numberlefs beauties with which 
Irekh abounds : 

*^ If there be any land, as fame reports. 
Where common laws reftrain the prince and fubjedl ; 
A happy land, where circulating powet 
Flows through each member of th' embodied ftlte; 
Sure, nor unconfcious of tlic mighty bkfflng. 
Her grateful fons fhine bright with cvVy virtue ; 
Untainted with the LtJST of Inko vai'ion ; 
Sure all unite to hold her league of rule. 
Unbroken as the facred ciiain of Nature, 
Thac links the jarring elements in peace.'* 

Thefe are Britiih fentiments. Above forty 
years ago they found an echo in the breaft of 
applauding audiences ; and to this hour 
they are the voice of the people, in defiance 
of the metaphyjics and the new lights of cer- 
tain politicians, who would gladly find their 
private advantage in the difafters of their 
country ; a race of men, quibus nulla ex ho- 
nejlo fpes. 

The Prologue to Irene is written with ele- 
gance, and, in a peculiar drain, (hews the 
literary pride and lofty fpirit of the autof 

The 
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The Epilogue, we are told in a late publi- 
cation, was written by Sir William Young. 
This is a new difcovery, but by no means 
probable. When the appendages to a Dra* 
matic Pirformance are not affigned to a 
friend, or an unknown hand, or a perfon 
of fafhion, they are always fuppofed to be 
written by the author of the Play. It is to 
be wilhed, however, that the Epilogue in 
queftion could be transferred to any other 
writer. It is the word Jeu d^^fprit that ever 
fell from Johnfon's pen. 

An account of the various pieces contained 
in this edition, fuch as mifcellaneous tra6ts, 
and philological dyfertations, would lead 
beyond the intended limits of this effay. It 
will fufEce to fay, that they are the produc- 
tions of a man who never wanted decorations 
of language, and always taught his reader to. 
think. The life of the late king of Pruflia^ 
as far as it extends, is a model of the biogra- 
phical ftyle. The Review of The Origin of 
Evil was, perhaps, written with afperity ; 
but the angry epitaph, which it provoked 
from SoAME Jenyns, was an ill-timed rc- 
fentment, un\Yorthy of the genius of that 

amiable author. 

The 
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The Rambler may be confidered as John* 
fon's great work. It was the bafis of that 
high reputation which went on increafing 
to the end of his days. The circulation of 
thofe periodical effays was not, at firft, equal 
to their merit. They had not, like the Spec- 
tators, the art of charming by variety ; and 
indeed how could it be expedted ? The wits 
of queen Anne's reign fent their contribu- 
tions to the Speftator ; and Johnfon flood 
alone* A!ftagc-coach, fays Sir Ricfiard Steele, 
muft go forward on ftated days, whether 
there are paffengers or not. So it was with 
the Rambler, every Tuefday and Saturday^ 
for two years. In this colleftion Johnfon is 
the great moral teacher of his countrymen ; 
his eflays form a body of ethics ; the obfer- 
vations on life and manners are acute and 
jiiftru6tivc ; and the papers profefledly cri- 
tical, ferve to promote the caufe of litera- 
ture. It muft, however, be acknowledged, 
that a fettled gloom hangs over the author^s 
mind ; and all the effays, except eight or 
ten, coming from the fame fountain-head, 
no wonder that they have the racinefs of the 
ibij from which they fprang. Of this uni- 
formity 
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formity Johnfon was fenfible. He ufed to 
fay, that if he had joined a friend or two, 
who Would have been able to intermix pa- 
pers of a fprightly turn, the col!c6lion would 
have been more milcellaneous, and by con- 
fequence more agreeable to the generality of 
readers. This he ufed to illuftrate by rfc- 
peating two beautiful ftanzas from his own 
Ode to Cave, or Sylvanus Urban : 

Non ulla Muiis pagina gratior, 
Qaam quae feveris ludicra jungere 
Novit, fatigatamque nugis 
Utilibus recreare mentem. 

Texente nymphis ferta Lycoride, 
Rofae ruborem lie viola adjuvat 
Immifta, lie Iris refulget 
-^thercis variata fucis. 

It is remarkable^ that the pomp of di^tiort, 
which has been objedled to Johnfon, was firft 
aflumed in the Rambler. His Didliondry 
was going on at the fame time^ and^ in the 
courfe of that work, as he grew familiar with 
technical and fcholaftic words, he thought 
that the bulk of his readers were equilly 
learned; or at leaft would admire the fpleft*- 
dour and dignity of the ftyle. And yet it is 

well 
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well known, that he praife4 in Cowley the 
eafe and unafFe6led ftru(3;ure of the feji- 
tenees. Cowley may be placed at the heacj 
pf thofe who cultivated a clear and natural 
ftyle. Dryden, Tillotfon, and Sir William 
Temple, followed. Addifon, Swift, and 
Pope, with more cprredlnefs, carried our 
language well nigh to perfe£lion. Of Ad- 
difon, Johnfon was ufed to fay, He is the 
Raphael of EJfay PFriters. How he differed 
fo widely from fuch elegant models is a pro* 
blem not to be folved, unlcfs it be true that 
he took an early tinfture from the writers 
of the laft century, particularly Sir Thoma$ 
Browne, Hence the peculiarities of his 
ftyle, new combinations, fentences of an. 
unufual ftruflure, and words derived from 
the learned languages. His own account of 
the matter is, ** When common words were 
*' lefs pleafing to the ear, or lefs diflin6t in 
** their fignification, I familiarized the terms 
** of philofophy, by applying them to po- 
** pular ideas." But he forgot the obferva- 
tion of Dryden : If too many foreign words are 
poured in upon us^ it looks as if they were de^ 
Jignedy not to affiji the natives; but to conquer 
them. There is, it muft be admitted, a fwell 

of 
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of language, often out of all proportion to the 
fentiment; but there is, in general, a fuUncfs 
of mind, and the thought feems to expand 
with the found of the words. Determined to 
difcard colloquial barbarifms [and licentious 
idioms, he forgot the elegant fimplicity that 
diftinguiihes the writings of Addifon. He had 
what Locke calls a round-about view of his 
fubjeft ; and, though he was never tainted, like 
many modern wits, with the ambition of fhi- 
ning in parodox, he may be fairly called an 
Original Thinker. His reading was exten- 
five. He treafured in his mind whatever was 
worthy of notice, but he added to it from his 
own meditation. He coUedled, qua reconderet^ 
auctaque promeret. Addifon wasr not fo pro- 
found a thinker. He vrasiorn to write jConvcrfe^ 
and live with eafe ; and he found an early pa- 
tron in Lord Somers. He depended, however, 
more upon a fine tafte than the vigour of his 
mind. His Latin Poetry fhews, that he re- 
lifhed, with a juft fele6tion, all the refined and 
delicate beauties of the Roman claflics ; and, 
when he cultivated his native language, no 
wonder that he formed that graceful ftyle, 
which has been fo juftly admired ; fimple, yet 

elegant ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GENIVS 01? Dft. JOHNSON. t $() 

elegant; adorned, yet never over- wrought; 
rich in allufion, yet pure and perfpicuous ; 
corredt, without labour ; and though fome- 
times deficient in ftrength,yet always muficaL 
His eflays, in general, arc on the furfa.ce of 
life ; if ever original, it was in pieces of hu- 
mour. Sir Roger de Coverley, and the Tory 
Fox-hunter, need not to be mentioned. 
Johnfon had a fund of humour, but he did 
not know it ; nor was he willing to defcend to 
the familiar idiom and the variety of diftion 
which that mode of compofition required. 
The letter, in the Rambler, N^ 12, from a 
young girl that wants a place, will illuftrate 
this obfervation. Addifon poflefled an un- 
clouded imagination, alive to the firft objedls 
of nature and of art. He reaches the fublime 
without any apparent effort. When he tells 
us, ** If weconfider the fixed ftars as fo many 
*' oceans of flame, that are each of them at-t 
•* tended with a diff^erent fet of planets ; if we 
'* ftilldifcover newfirmaments and new lights 
*^ that are funk, further in thofe unfathomable 
** depths of 2Bthcr ; we arc loft in a labyrinth of 
" funs and worlds, and confounded with the 
** magnificence and immenfity of nature ;'* 
the eafe, with which this paflage rifes to un* 

afFe<51ied 
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affe6ted grandeur, is the fecret charm that 
captivates the reader. Johnfon is always 
lofty ; he feems, to ufe Dry den's phrafe» to 
be o*er-inform'd with meaning, and his words 
do not appear to himfelf adequate to his con- 
ception. He moves in ftate, and his periods 
are always harmonious. JHis Oriental Tales 
are in the true ftyie of Eaftcrn, magnificence, 
and yet none of them are fo much admired 
as the Vifions of Mirza. In matters of criti- 
cifm, Johnfon is never the echo of preceding 
writers. He thinks and decides for himfelf. 
If we except the E flays on the Pleafures of 
Imagination, Addifon cannot be called a phi- 
lofophical critic. His moral Effays arc bcau^ 
tiful : but in that province nothing can ex* 
ceed the Rambler, though Johnfon ofed to 
fay, that the Eflay on Tie burthens of mankind 
(in the Spedator, N*" 558) was the moft 
exquifite he had ever read. Talking of 
himfelf, Johnfon faid, •' Topham Beauclerk 
*' has wit, and every thing comes from him 
** with cafe ; but when I fay a good thing, I 
^* feem to labour.'* When we compare him 
with Addifon, the contraft is ftill ftronger. 
Addifon lends grace and ornament to truth ; 
Johnfon gives it force and energy. Addi- 
fon 
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fon makes virtue amiable ; Johnfon reprefents 
it as an awful duty. Addifon infinuates himfelf 
with an air of modefty ; Johnfon commands 
like a di6tator ; but a di6tator in his fplendid 
robes, not labouring at the plough. Addifon 
is the Jupiter of Virgil, with placid ferenity 
talking to Venus t 

** Vultu, quo ccfelum tcmpeftatefquc fcrenat/* 

johnfon is Jupiter tonans t he darts his 
lightning, and rolls his thunder, in the caufe 
of virtue and piety. The language fecms to 
fall fhort of his ideas ; he pours along, fami- 
liarizing the terms of philofophy, with bold 
inverfions, and fonorous periods ; but we may 
apply to him what Pope has faid of Homer : 
" It is the fentiment that fwells and fills out 
V the diftion, which rifes with it, arid forms 
•• itfelf about it; like glafs in the furnace, 
•• which grows to a greater magnitude, as the 
" breath within is more powerful, and the 
" heat more intenfe/' 

Jt is not the defign of thiis comparifon to 

decide between thefe two eminent writers.* 

Vol. 1. 1 In 
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In niJitters of tafl:^ every reader wiU chyfa 
for himfelf# Johafon is always prQ^uixl^ 
and of coi^rfe gives tl^e fatigue of thiakiBg, 
Addifon charms whjle he inftru^s ; and wri- 
ting, as he always does, a pure, an elegant, 
and idiomatic ftyle, he may be pro^ouncect 
the fafeft model for imitation* 

The effays wjritten by Johnfon inf the Ad- 
venturer may be called a continuation of the 
Rambler. The Idler, in order to be con- 
fiftent with the alTumed charaAer, is written 
with abated vigour, in a ftyle of eafe and unla- 
boured elegance* It is the Odyfiey after the 
Iliad. Intenfe thinking would not become 
the Idler. The firft number prefents a well- 
drawn portrait of an Idler, and from that 
cbaraiEler no deviation could be made. Ac- 
cordingly,Johnfon forgets his auftere manner, 
^nd plays us intofcnfe. He ftill continues his 
le£i;uce& on human life, but he adverts to com- 
mon occurrences, and is often content with 
the topic of the day. An advertifement in the 
beginning of the firft volume informs us, that 
twelve entire ef&ys were a contributioa from 
difierent hands« One of tbefe, N"" ^^^ is the , 
4 journal 
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jdtli*nal of a Senior Fellow at Cathbf idge, but, 
asjohnfon, being himfelf an otiginal thinker, 
always revolted from fervile irtiitatioft, he has 
printed the piece, with an apology, importing 
that the journal of a citizen in the Spectator 
almoft precluded the attempt of any fubfe- 
quent writer. This account of the idler may 
be clofed, after obferving, that the author^s 
mother being buried on the 23d of January, 
i7i9i there is an admirable paper occafioned 
by that event, on Saturday the 37thdf the fstme 
month, N^ 41. The reader, if he pleafes, may 
compare it with another fine paper, in the 
RamWer, N^54, tvt the convidlion that rufhes 
on the mifid at the bed of a dying friend. 

•*Raflelas,*^fay8SirJohnHawkins,"isarpe- 
cimeti of on F language fcarcely to be paralleled ; 
it is written in a ftyle refined to a degree of 
immaculate purity^ and difplay» the whole force 
of /lirrg'/V eloquence/' One cannot but fttiile at 
this encomium. Raffelas is undoubtedly both 
elegant and fublime* It is a view of human 
life, difplayed, it muftbe owned, in gloomy 
colours* Ther author's natural melancihbly, 
deprefied, at the time, by the approaching dif- 

1 % folution* 
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folution of his mother, darkened the pi<^ur«# 
A tale, that fliould keep curiofity awake by 
the artifice of unexpefted incidents, was not 
the defign of a mind pregnant with better 
things. He, who reads the heads of the 
chapters, will find, that it is not a courfe of 
adventures that invites him forward, but a 
difcnflion of intercfting queftions ; Reflec- 
tions on Human Life ; the Hiftory of Imlac^ 
the Man of Learning ; a Diflertation upon 
Poetry ; the Chara6ler of a wife and happy 
Man, who difcoiirfes with energy on the go- 
vern ment of the paffions, and on a fudden, 
when Death deprives him of his daughter, 
forgets all his maxims of wifdom and the 
eloquence that adorned them, yielding to the 
ftroke of affli6tion with all the vehemence of 
the bittereft anguilh. It is by pictures of 
life, and profound moral reflexion, that ex- 
pectation is engaged and gratified throughout 
thework* The^HiftoryoftheMadAftronomer, 
who imagines that, for five years, he poflefied 
the regulation of the weather, and that the 
fun paffed from tropic to tropic by his direc- 
tion, reprefents in ftriking colours the fad 
effects of a diftempered imagination. It be- 
comes 
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comes the more affefting when we recolle6l 
I that it proceeds from one who lived in fear of 
the fame dreadful vifitation ; from one who 
fays emphatically, *' Of the uncertainties in 
♦• our prefent ftate, the moft dreadful and 
** alarming is the uncertain continuance of 
" reafon." The enquiry into the caufe of 
madnefs, and the dangerous prevalence of 
imagination, till, in time, fome particular 
train of ideas fixes the attention, and the mind 
recurs conftantly to the favourite conception, 
is ciarried on in a ftrain of acute obfervation; 
but it leaves us room to think that the author 
was tranfcribing from his own apprehenfions. 
iJ The difcourfe on the nature of the foul gives 
us all that philofophy knows, hot' without a 
tinfture of fuperftition. It is remarkable that 
the vanity of human purfuits was, about the 
fame time, the fubjedl that employed both 
Johnfon and Voltaire ; but Candide is the 
work of a lively imagination, and Raffelas, 
with all its fplendour of eloquence, exhibits 
a gloomy pifture. It ftiould, however, be re- 
membered, that the world has known the 
WEEPiNp as well as the lAUGHiNophilofophen 

• 1 3 The 
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The Didiionqtry does not properly fall with^ 
in the province of thi$ cflay. The preface^ 
however, will be found in this edition. Hf 
who reads the clofe of it, without acknow- 
ledging the force of the pathetic and fublime^ 
muft have more infenfibility in his compofi* 
tion than ufually falls to the (hare of a man. 
The work itfejf, though in foxn? infkancei 
abufe has been loud, and in others malice has 
endeavoured to undermine its fame, itill re« 
plains the Mount Atlas of Engliih Literature, 

Though ftorms and tempefls thunder on its brow^ 
And oceans break their billows at its feet. 
It ftands untnovM, and glories in its height. 

That Johnfon was eminently qualified for 
the office of a commentator on Shakfpeare^ no 
man can doubt ; but it was an office which 
he never cordially embraced. The publick 
expeded more than he had diligence to per^ 
form ; and yet his edition has been the ground 
on which every fubfequent commentator has 
chofen to build. One note, for its Angularity, 
piay be thought worthy of notice in tbisplace« 
Hamlet fays, J?or if the fun breed maggots in a 
dec^ do^y hing a Gad^ki/fng carricm. In this 

. War- 
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Warburton difcovered tlie origin of evil. 
Hamlet/ he fays, breaks off in the middle of 
the fentcnce ; but the learned commentator 
knows what he was going to fay, and, being 
unwilling to keep the fecrct, he goes on in a 
train of philofophical reafoning that leaves 
the reader in aftotiifhment. Johnfon, with 
true piety, adopts the fancifol hypothefis, de- 
claring it to hi a noble emendation, which al- 
mofk fets the critic on a level with the author* 
The general obfervations at the end of the fe- 
veral plays, and the preface, will be found in 
this edition. The former, with great elegance 
and precifion, give a fummary view of each 
drama. The preface is a tra6t of great eru-^ 
dition and philofophical criticifm. 

Johnfon's political pamphlets, whatever 
was his motive for writing them, whether 
gratitude for his penfion, or the folicitation of 
men in power, did not fupport the caufe for 
which they were undertaken* They are writ- 
ten in a ftyle truly harmonious, and with his 
ufual dignity of language. When it is faid 
that he advanced pofitions repugnant to the 
common rights of mankind^ the , virulence of 

1 4 party 
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party may. be fufpcAed. It is, perhaps, true 
that in the clamour raifed throughout the 
kingdom Johnfon over- heated his mind; but 
he was a friend to the rights of man, and he|wa$ 
greatly fuperior to the littlenefs of fpirit that 
might incline him to advance what he did not 
think and firmly believe. In the Falfe Alarmy 
though manyof themoft eminetit men ia the 
kingdom concurred in petitions to the throne, 
yet Johnfon, having well furveyed the mafs 
of the people, has given, with great humour 
and no lefs truth, what may be called, the 
birth y parentage^ and edupation of aremonfirance. 
On the fubje£k of Falkland's iflands, the fine 
diffuafive from too haftily involving the world 
in the calamities of war, muft extort applaufe 
even from the party that wiihed, at that time, 
for fcenes of tumult and commotion. It was 
in the fame pamphlet that Johnfon offered 
battle to Junius ; a writer, who, by the un-Ji 
common elegance ©f his ftyle, charmed every 
reader, though his objeiSl was to inflame the 
nation in favour of a faction. Junius fought 
in the dark ; he faw his enemy and had his full 
blow; while he himfelf remained fafe in ob* 
fcurity. But let us not, faid Johnfon, miftake 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GBNIUS OP DR. JOHNSON* > 169 

the venom of the fhaft for the vigour of the 
bow. The keen inveftive which he publifhcd 
on that occafion, promifed a paper war be- 
tween two combatants, who knew the ufe of 
their weapons, A battle between them was as 
eagerly expe£ted as between Mendoza and 
Big Ben. But Junius, whatever was his rea* 
fon, never returned to the field. He laid 
down his arms, and has, everfince, remained 
as fecret as the man in the mask in Vol* 
taire's Hiftory. 

The account of his journey to the Hebrides, 
or Weftern Ifles of Scotland, is a model for 
fuch as {hall hereafter relate their travels. 
The author did not vifit that part of the world 
in the chara6ler of an Antiquary, to amufe 
us with wonders taken from the dark and fa- 
bulous ages ; nor as a Mathematician, to mea« 
fure a degree, and fettle the longitude and lati- 
tude of the feveral iflands. Thofe, who ex- 
pe^^ed fuch information, expedled what was 
never j'qtended. In every work regard the wri^ 
ter^s end. Jo|}nfon went to fee men and man- 
ners, modes of life, and the progrefs of civi- 
lization, His remarks are fo artfully blended 

with 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC - 



J 70 AN ESSAY ON TBB LIFE AND 

with the rapidity and elegance of his narrative; 
that the reader is inclined to wifh, as Johnfon 
did with regard to Gray, that to travel^ and /# 
tell bis travels^ had been more of his emj^oyment. 

As to Johnfon's Parliamentary Debates, 
nothing with propriety can be faid in this 
place. They are cplle^ed in two volumes by 
Mr, Stockdale, and the flow of eloquence; 
which runs through ,the feveral fpeeches is 
fufficiently known ♦ 

It will not be ufelefs to mention two more 
volumes, which may form a proper fupple-- 
ment to this edition. They contain a fet of 
Sermons left for publication by John Taylor, 
LrL. D. The Reverend . Mr. Hayes, who 
nfhered thefe Difcourfes into the world, has 
not given them as the compofition of Dr.Tay- 
lor. All he could fay for his departed friend 
was, that he left them in filence among his 
papers. Mr. Hayes knew them to be the pro- 
du6lion of a fuperior mind ; and the writer of 
thefe Memoirs owes it to the candour of that 
elegant fcholar, that he is now warranted to 
give an additional proofofjohnfon's ardour 
in the caufc of piety, and every moral duty* 
The laft difcourfe in the coUeftion was in- 
tended 
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tended to be delivered by Dr. Taylor at the 
funeral of Johnfon*s wife ; but that Reverend 
gentleman declined the office, becaufe, as he 
told Mr. Hayes, the praife of the deceafed was 
too much amplified. He, who reads the 
piece, will find it a beautiful moral lefTon^ 
written with temper, and no where over- 
charged with ambitious ornaments. The reft 
of the Difcourfes were the fund, which Dr. 
Taylor, from time to time, carried with him 
to his pulpit. He had the largest Bull ^ 
in England, and fome of the beft Sermons* 

We come now to the Lives of the Poets, a 
work undertaken at the age of feventy, yet 
the molt brilliant, and certainly the moil po« 
pular, of all our Author's writings. For this 
performance be needed little preparation. At- 
tentive always to the hiftory of letters, and by 
his own natural bias fond of Biography, he 
was the more willing to embrace the propo- 
iition of the Bookfellers. He was verfed in 
the whole body of Englifh Poetry, and his 
rules of criticifm were fettled with precifion. 
Thediflertation, in the Life of Cowley, on the 

* See JobnfoQ*8 Letters from JVihboumej in Vol. XII. of this 
e£tioo. 

meta^ 
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metaphyfical Poets of the laft century, has 
the attra6tion of novelty as well as found ob- 
fervation* The writers .who followed Dr. 
Donne, went in queft of fomething better than 
truth and nature. As Sancho fays in Don 
Quixote, they wanted better bread than is 
made with wheat. They took pains to bewil^ 
der themfelves, and were ingenious for no 
other piirpofe than to err. In Johnfon*s re- 
view of Cowley's works, falfe wit is detc6led in 
all its fhapes, and the Gothic tafte for glit-r 
tering conceits, and far-fetched ^Uufions, is 
exploded, never, it is hoped, to revive again. 

An author who has publiflied his pbferva- 
tions on the Life and Writings of Dr. John- 
fon, fpeaking of the Lives of the Poets, fays,; 
*' Thefe compofitions, abounding in ftrong 
** and acute remark, and with many fine and 
** pvcn fublime paflages, have.unqueftionably 
** great merit; but if.theybe regarded merely 
*' as containing narrations of the lives, deli- 
** neations of the chara6lers, and ftriftures of 
V the feveral authors, they are far from being 
" always to be depended on." He adds, ^*The 
" charafters are fometimes partial, and there 
^* is fometimes too much malignity of mif- 

♦' repre- 
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V reprcfentation, to which, perhaps, may be 
•* joined no inconfiderable portion of exrone-* 
*• bus criticifm.** The feveral claufes of this 
cenfure deferve to be anfw?red as fully as the 
limits of this effay will permit* 

In the firft place, the fa6ts are related upon 
the beft intelligence, and the beft vouchers 
that could be gleaned, after a great lapfe of 
time. Probability was to be inferred from 
fuch materials as could be procured, and no 
man better underftood the nature of hiftorical 
evidence than Dr. Johnfon ; no man was 
more religioufly an obferver of truth. If his 
Hiftory is any where defedlive, it muft be im- 
puted to the want of better information, and 
the errors of uncertain tradition* 

Ad nos vix tenuis famae prelabitur aura. 

If the ftri6lures on the works of the various 
authors are not always fatisfacSlpry, and if er- 
roneous criticifm may fometimes be fufpedled, 
who can hope that in matters of tafteallfhall 
agree ? The inftanccs in which the public 
mind has differed from the pofitions advanced 
by the author, are few in number* . It has 

been 
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been faid, that jufticc has not bceii done t<3 
Swift ; that Gay and Prior arc undeiValued j 
an^ that Gray has been harftily treated. This 
charge, perhaps, ought not to be difputed^ 
Johnfon, it is well known, had conceived a 
prejudice againft Swift« His friends trembled 
for him when he was writing that life, but 
were pleafed, at laft, to fee it executed with 
temper and moderation. As to Prior, it is pro- 
bable that he gave his real opinion, but an opi- 
nion that will not be adopted by men of lively 
fancy* With regard to Gray, when he con* 
demns the apoftrophe, in which Father 
'Thames is defired to tell who drives thrhoop, 
or toifes the ball, and then adds, that Father 
Thames had no better means of knowing than 
himfelf; when he compares the abrupt be- 
ginning of the firft ftanza of the bard to the 
ballad of Johhn Y.Armstrong, "/x tAere ever 
** a man in all Scotland ^^^ there are, perhaps, 
fewfriends of Johnfon^ who would not wifli 
to blot out both the paflages. It may be 
qneftioned whether the remarks on Popc^s 
Eflay on Man can be received without great 
caution# It has been already ^nentioned, 
that Croufaz, a profeflbr in Switzerland, emi- 
nent for his Trcatife of Logic, ftarted up a 

profeflfed 
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profbfled enemy. to that poem. Johnfon fays, 
•* his mind was one of thofe, in which philo- 
V fophy and piety are happily united. He 
** looked with diftruft upon all metaphyfical 
** fyftems of theology, and was pcrfqaded, 
•* that the pofitions of Pope were intended to 
** draw mankind away from Revelation, and! 
" to reprefent the whole courfe of things as 
** a neecffary concatenation of rndiflbluble fa- 
** tality.'* This is not the place for a contro- 
Tcrfy about the Leihnitzian fyftenj. Warbur- 
too, with all the powers of his lat^e and cota- 
prehenfive mind, publifhed a Vindication of 
Pope ; and yet Johnfon fays, that ** in many 
" paifeges a religious eye may eafilr difcorer 
*^ expreflions not very favourable to morals, 
" or to liberty.*' This fentence isfevere, and, 
perhaps^ dogmatical. Croufaz wrote an Ex- 
amen of The Essay on Man, and afterwards 
a Commentary on every remarkable pafFage; 
and though it now appears that Mrs. Eliza*' 
betb Carter tranflated the foreign Critic, yet 
it is certain that Johnfon encouraged the 
woirk, and, perhaps, imbibed thofe early pre- 
judices which adhered to him to the end of hi* 
life* He ihuddered at the id^eajof irreligion. 

Hence 
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Hence we arc told in the life of Pope, ^* Nevcf 
** were penury of knowledge and vulgarity of 
** fentimentfo happily difguifed; Pope, in the 
** chair of wifdom, tells much that every man 
^^ knows, and much that he did not know 
^Vhimfelf ; and gives us comfort in the pofi* 
** tion, that though Aman^s a fool^ yet God is 
'* njotfe ; that human advantages are unliable ; 
*' that our true honour is, not to have a great 
V part, but to a6t it well ; that virtue only is 
^« our own, and that happinefs is always in 
** our power. The reader, when he meets all 
** this in its new array, no longer knows the 
•* talk of his mother and his nurfe." But 
may it not be faid, that every fyftem of 
ethics muft or ought to terminate in plain and 
general maxims for the ufe of life \ and, 
though in fuch axioms no difcovery is made, 
does not the beauty of the moral theory confifl: 
in the premifes, and the chain of reafoning 
that leads to the conclulion ? May not truth, 
as Johhfon himfclf fays, be conveyed to the 
mind by a new train of intermediate images ? 
pope's dodbrine about the ruling paflion does 
not feem to be refuted, though it is called, in 
har(h terms, pernicious as well as falfe, tend- 
ing to eftabliih a kind of moral predeflination, 

or 
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or over-ruling principle, which cannot be re- 
iifled. But Johnfon was too eafily alarmed 
in the caufe of religion. Organized as the 
human race is, individuals have different inlets 
of perception, different powers of mind, and 
different fenfations of pleafure and pain. 

All fpread their charms, but charm not all alike. 
On different fenfcs different objedls ftrike : 
Hence different pafHons more or lefs inflame, 
As ftrong or weak the organs of the frame. 
And hence one mafter-pafSon in the breafl:. 
Like Aaron's ferpent, fwallows up the refl. 

Brumoy fays, Pafcal from his infancy felt him* 
felf a geometrician ; and Vandyke, in like 
manner, was a painter. Shakfpeare, who of 
all poets had the deepeft inHght into human 
nature, was aware of a prevailing bias in the 
operations of every mind. By him we ar? 
told, •• Majlerlefs pajton /ways us to the mood 
of what it likes or loath s^^ 

It remains to enquire, whether in the lives 
before us the chara6lers are partial, and too 
often drawn with malignity of mifreprefenta-* 
tion. To prove this it is alleged, that Johnfon 
has mifreprefented the circumftances relative 
to the trandation of the iirit Iliad, and mali- 

Vol. L m cioufly 
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cioufly afcribcd that performance to Addifon, 
inftead of Tickell, with too much reliance on 
theteftimonyof Pope, taken from the account 
in the papers left by Mr. Spence, For a refu- 
ration of the fallacy imputed to Addifon, we 
are referred to a note in the Biograpkia Bri^ 
tannic a^ written by the late Judge Blackjlone^ 
who, it is faidy examined the whole matter 
with accuracy, and found that the firft regu- 
lar ftatement of the accufation againft Addi- 
fon was publiflied by RufFhead, in his Life of 
Pope, from the materials which he received 
from Dr. Warburton. But, with all due de* 
ference to the learned Judge, whofe talents 
deferve all praife, this account is by no m?ans 
accurate. 

Sir Richard Steele, in a dedication of the 
Comedy of the Drummer to Mr. Congreve, 
gave the firft infight into that b"ufinefs. He 
fays, in a ftile of anger and refentmcnt, ** If 
*• that gentleman (Mr. Tickell) thinks him- 
*• felf injured, I will allow I have wronged 
•' him upon this iflue, that (if the reputed 
" tranflator of the firft book of Homer fhall 
** pleafe to give us another book) there fhall 

" appear 
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•* appear another good judge in poetry, be« 
" fides Mr. Alexander Pope, who ftiall like 
" it." The authority of Steele outweighs all 
opinions founded on vain conje£lure, and, in- 
deed, feems to be decifive, fince we do not 
find that Tickell, though warmly preffed, 
thought proper to vindicate himfelf. 

But the grand proof of Johnfon's malig- 
nity is the manner in which he has treated 
the chara<Stcr and conduft of Milton. To en* 
force this charge has wearied fophiftry, and 
exhaufted the invention of a party. What 
they cannot deny, they palliate ; what they 
cannot prove, they fay is probable. But why 
all this rage againft Dr. Johnfon ^ Addifon, 
before him^ had faid of Milton : 

Oh ! had the Poet ne*cr prophan'd his pen, 
To varnifti o*er the guilt of faithlefs men ! 

And had not Johnfon an equal right to avow 
his fentiments ! Do his enenlies claim a pri- 
' vilege to abufe whatever is valuable to En- 
glifhmen, either in Church or State ? and 
muft the liberty of unlicensed printing be 
denied to the friends of the Britilh conditu- 
tion ? 

mi It 
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It is unneceflary to purfue the argument 
through all its artifices, fince, difmantled of 
ornament and feducing language, the plain 
truth may be ftated in a narrow compafs* 
Johnfon knew that Milton was a republican; 
he fays, " an acrimonious and furly republi- 
" can, fof which it is not known that h« gave 
•* any better reafon, than that a popular go- 
** vernment was the moft frugal ; for, the 
** trappings of a monarchy would fet up an 
** ordinary commonwealth.*' Johnfon knew 
that Milton talked aloud " of the danger of 
" RE-ADMiTTiNGxiNGSHiP in this nation ;*• and 
when Milton adds, *^ that a commonwealth 
" was commended, or rather enjoined, by 
** our Saviour himfclf, to all Chriftians, not 
** without a remarkable difallowance, and the 
*« brand of Gentilifm upon kingship," John- 
fon thought him no better than a wild enthu- 
fiaft. He knew as well as Milton, ** that the 
** happinefs of a nation muft needs be firmeft 
" and certaineft in a full and free council of 
their own ele£ling, where no Angle perfon, 
but reafon only, fways ;'* but the example 
of all the republics, recorded in the annals of 
mankind, gave him no room to hope that 

REASON 
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AEAsoi? only would be heard. He knew that 
the republican form of government, having 
little or no complication, and no confonancc 
of parts by a nice mechanifm forming a regu- 
lar whole, was too (imple to be beautiful even 
in theory. In pra6lice it, perhaps, never ex* . 
ifted. In its mod flourifhing ftate, at Athens, 
Rome, and Carthage, it was a conftant fcene 
of tumult and commotion. From the mif- 
chiefs of a wild democracy, the progrefs has 
ever been to the dominion of an ariftocracy ; 
and the word ariftocracy fatally includes the 
boldeft and mod turbulent citizens, who rife 
by their crimes, and call themfelves the bcft 
men in the ftate. By intrigue, by cabal, and 
fa6tion, a pernicious oligarchy is fure to fuc- 
ceed, and end at laft in the tyranny of a (in- 
gle ruler. Tacitus, the great mafter of poli- 
tical wifdom, faw, under the mixed authority 
of king, nobles, and people, a better form of 
government than Milton's boafted republic ; 
and what Tacitus admired in theory, butde- 
fpaired of enjoying, Johnfon faweftabliChed in 
this country. He knew that it had been over- 
turned by the rage of frantic men ; but he 
knew that, after the iron rod of Cromwell's 
ufurpation, the conftitution was once more 

m 3 reftored 
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rcftbrcd to its firft principles. Monarchy was 
eftabliihed, and this country was regene- 
rated. It was regenerated a fecond time at 
the Revolution : the rights of men were then 
defined, and the bleflings of good order and 
civil liberty have been ever fince difFufed 
through the whole community. 

The peace and happinefs of fociety were 
what Dr. Johnfon had at heart. He knew 
that Milton called his Defence of the Regi- 
cides a defence of the people of England, 
but, however glofled and [varnifhed, he 
thought it an apology for murder. Had the 
men, who, under a (how of liberty, brought 
their king to the fcafFold, proved by their 
fubfequent condudl, that the public good in- 
fpired their adlions, the end might have given 
fome fan6tion to the means ; but ufurpation 
and flavery followed- Milton undertook the 
office of fecretary under the defpotic power 
of Cromwell, offering the incenfe of adula- 
tion to his mafter, with the titles of Director 
of public Councils^ the Leader of unconquered 
Armies J the Father of his Country. Milton de- 
clared, at the fame time, that nothing is more 
pleaftng to Gody or mot e agreeable to reafon^ than 

that 
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that the bigbe/i mindjhould have the fovereign 
power. In this drain of fervile flattery Milton 
gives us the right divine of tyrants. But it 
feems, in the fame piece, heexhorts Cromwell 
•* not to dcfcrt thofe great principles of liber- 
*• ty which he had profeffed to efpoufe ; for, 
" it would be a grievous enormity, if, after 
*' having fuccefsfuUy oppofed tyranny, he 
" (hoilld himfelf a6i: the part of a tyrant, and 
" betray the caufe that he had defended." 
This defertion of every honefl: principle the 
advocate for liberty lived to fee. Cromwell 
a6ied the tyrant ; and, with vile hypocrify, 
told the people, that he had confulted the 
Lord, and the Lord would have it fo. Mil- 
ton took an under part in the tragedy. Did 
that become the defender of the people of 
England ? Brutus faw his country enflaved ; 
he ftruck the blow for freedom, and he died 
with honour in the caufe. Had he lived to 
be a fecretary under Tiberius, what would 
now be faid of his memory ? 

But ftill, it feems, the proftitution with 
which Milton is charged, fince it cannot be 
defended, is to be retorted on the qlfarafiter of 

Johnfon. 
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Johnfon. For this purpofc a book has been 
publifhed, called Remarks on Dr. Jodnfon^s 
Life df Mi/ton ; to which are added MiltotCt 
tractate of Education^ and Areopagitica. In this 
laboured tradi: we are told, " There is one 
performance afcribed to the pen of the 
Doi3:or, wh^re the proftitutioh is of fo An- 
gular a nature, that it would be difficult to 
** fele6t an adequate motive for it out of the 
** mountainous heap of conjc6hiral caufes of 
" human paffions or human caprice. It is the 
•♦ fpeech of the late unhappy Dr. William - 
^* Dodd, when he was about to hear the fen- 
*• tence of the law pronounced upon him, in 
*^ confequence of an indiftment for forgery. 
** The voice of the publick has given the ho- 
" nour of manufa6luring this fpeech to Dr. 
" Johnfon ; and the ftyle and configuration 
of the fpeech itfelf confirm the imputation. 
But it is hardly poffible to divine what 
" could be his motive for accepting the of- 
** fice. A man, to exprefs the precife ftate of 
** mind of another, about to be deftined to an 
^^ ignominious d^ath for a capital crime, 
^^ (houldt one would imagine, havefome con- * 
^^ idoufnefsy that be himfelf had incurred 
4 . *' fome 
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** feme guilt of the fame kind.** In all the 
fchoiols of fopbiftry is there to be found fo vile 
an argument ? In the purlies of Grub-ftreet 
19 there fuch another mouthful pf dirt ? in the 
whole quiver of Malice is there fo envenomed 
a (haft ? 

After this it is to be hoped, that a certain 
clafs ef men will talk no more of Johnfon'i 
malignity. • The laft apology for Milton is, 
that he a6led according to his principles. 
But Johnfon thought thofc principles detefta- 
ble ; pernicious to the conftitution in Church 
and State,, deftru^tive of the peace of fociety, 
and hoftile to the great fabric of civil policy, 
which the wifdom of ages has taught every 
Briton to revere, to love, and cherifh. He 
reckoned Milton in that clafs of men, whom 
the Roman hiftorian fays, when they want, by 
a fudden convulfion, to overturn the govern- 
ment', they roar and clamour for liberty ; if 
they fuccced, they dcftroy liberty itfelf. Ut im- 
perium evertant^ Libert atem praferunt ; Ji per- 
verterintj libertatem tpfam aggredientur. Such 
were the fentimcnts of Dr. Johnfon ; and it 
maybe afked, in the.language of Bolingbroke, 

' :. **Are 
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** Are thcfe fentiments, which any man^ who 
** is born a Briton, in any circumftances, in 
** anyfituation, ought to be afhamedor afraid 
** to avow?'* Johnfon has done ample juftice 
to Milton's poetry : the Criticifm on Paradife 
Loft is a fublime compofition. Had he 
thought the author as good and pious a citizen 
as Dr.Watts, he would have been ready, not- 
withftanding his non-conformity, to do equal 
honour to the memory of the man. 

It is now time to clofe this eflay, which the 
author fears has been drawn too much into 
length. In the progrefs of the work, feeble as 
it may be, he thought himfelf performing the 
laft human office to the memory of a friend,, 
whom he loved, efteemed, and honoured. 

His faltem accumulem donis, ct fungar inani 

Munere.— — - 

The author of thefe Memoirs has been 
anxious to give the features of the man, and 
the true chara6ter of the author. He has not 
fufFered the hand of partiality to colour his 
excellences with too much warmth ; nor has 
he endeavoured to throw his fingularities too 

much 
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much into the (hade. Dr. Johnfon*s failings 
m^y well be forgiven for the fake of his vir- 
tues. His defe6ls were fpots in the fun. His 
piety, his kind affeAions, and the goodnefs of 
his heart, prefent an example worthy of imi- 
tation. His works ftill remain a monument of 
genius and of learning. Had he written 
nothing but what is contained in this edi- 
tion, the quantity fliews a life fpent in ftudy 
and meditation. If to this we added the la- 
bour of his Didlionary and other various 
produ6lions, it may be fairly allowed, as he 
ufed to fay of himfelf, that he has written his 
fhare. In the volumes here prefented to the 
public k, the reader will find a perpetual 
fource of pleafure and inftru6lion. With due 
precautions authors may learn to grace their 
ftyle with elegance, harmony, and precifion ; 
they may be taught to think with vigour and 
perfpicuity ; and, to crown the whole, by a 
diligent attention to thefe books all may ad- 
vance in virtue. 
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LONDON: 

A POEM: 

IN IMITATION OF THE 

THIRD SATIRE OP JUVENAL. 
Written in 1738. 



— Quis ineptae 
Tam paticas urbis, tain fcrrcus ut tcneat fe ? Jut. 



1 HO' grief and fondxicfs in my brcaft rebel. 
When injur'd Thales bids the town farewell. 
Yet ftill my calmer thoughts his choice commend, 
I praife the hermit, but regret the friend, 
Refolv'd at length, from vice and London far, 
To breathe in diftant fields a purer air. 
And, fixM on Cambria's folitary fliore. 
Give to St. David oa« true Briton more. 

* For who would leave, unbrib'd, Hibernia's land. 
Or change the rocks of Scotland for the Strand ? 

JUV. Sat. III. 
' Quamvis digreffu Teteris confulus amici 5 
Laudo^ tamen, vacuis quod fedem figere Cumis 
DefUaet, atque unum civem donare Sibylla. 

* — Ego vcl Prochy tam praepono Suburrae, 
Nam quid tam mifenim, tam folum vidimus^ ut non 
Deterius credas honrere incendia, lapfus 
Tedorum affiduos^ & mille pericula faeva 

UrbUj & Auguflo recitantes menfe poetas ? 

. B a ' THcrc 
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There none are fwept by fudden fate away. 
But all, whom hunger fparcs, with age decay : 
Here malice, rapine, accident, confpire. 
And now a rabble rages, now a fire ; 
Their ambufli here relentlefs ruffians lay. 
And here the fell attorney prowls for prey ; 
Here falling houfes thunder on your head. 
And here a female Atheift talks you dead. 

3 While Thalks waits: the wherry that contains 
Of diffipated wealth the fmall remains. 
On Thames's banks, in filent thought we flood 
Where Greenwich fmiles upon the filver flood ; 
Struck with the feat that gave Eliza ♦ birth. 
We kneel, and kifs the confecrated earth ; 
In pleafing dreams the blifsful age renew. 
And c^U Britannia's glories back to view ; 
Behold her crofs triumphant on the main. 
The guard of commerce, and the dread of Spain, 
Ere mafquerades debauch'd, excife opprcfsM, 
Or Ehgliili honour gr^w a flanding jeft. 

A tranfient calm the happy fcenes beflow. 
And for a moment lull the fenfe of woe. 
At length awaking, with contemptuous frown. 
Indignant Thales eyes the neighboring town. 

* Since worth, he cries, in thefe degenerate days 
Wants ev'n the cheap reward of empty praife j 

' Sed^ dum tota domus rhedi componitnr un&, 
Subftitit ad vetcres arcus. — 

♦ Hie tunc Umbritius : Quando artibus^ inquit, honeftis 
Nullus in urbc lociis, nulla emolumcnta laborum. 

Res hddie minor eft, heri quam fuit, atque eadcm eras 
Dctcrct exiguis aliquid : proponimus illuc 
Ire, fatigatas ubi Daedalus exuit alas ; 
DuiQ nova canities. — — 

* Queen Elizabeth^ borxAit Greenwich. 

In 
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In thofe curs*d walls, devote to vice and gain. 

Since unrewarded fcience toils in vain ; 

Since hope but fooths to double my diftrefs. 

And every moment leaves my little lefs ; 

While yet my fteady fteps no 5 ftaff fuftains. 

And life ftill vig'rous revels in my veins ; 

Grant me, kind Heaven, to find fome happier place. 

Where honefty and fenfe are no difgrace ; 

Some pleafing bank where verdant ofiers play. 

Some peaceful vale with Nature's paintings gay ; 

Where once the harafs^d Briton found repole. 

And fafe in poverty defy'd his foes ; 

Some fecret cell, ye Pow'rs, indulgent give, 

^ Let live here, for has learnM to live. 

Here let thofe reign, whom penfions can incite 
To vote a patriot black, a courtier white ; 
Explain their country's dear-bought rights away. 
And plead for * pirates in the face of day; 
With flaviih tenets taint our poifon'd youth. 
And lend a» lie the confidence of truth. 

7 Let fuch raife palaces, and manors buy, 
CoUeft a tax, or farm a lottery ; 
With warbling eunuchs fill our -j* filenc'd itage, . 
And lull to fervitudc a thoughtlefs age, 

* et pedibus me 

Porto meis, nullo dextnim fubeunte bacillo. 

^ Cedanius patria : vivant Arturius iftic 
£t Catullus : maneant qui nigra in Candida vertunt. 

7 Queis facile efl xdem condncere, ilumina, portus, 
Siccandam eluviem* portandum ad bufta cadaver.— —« 
Munera nunc edunt. 

* The invalions of the Spaniards were defended in the houfes 
of parliament. 

t The licenfing ad was then lately made- 

B 3 HeroeS| 
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Heroes, proceed! what bounds yourprideihalt hold? 
What check reftrain yourthirft of pow'r and gold ? 
Behold rebellious virtue quire o'erthrown. 
Behold our fame, our wealth, our lives, your own. 

To fuch, the plunder of a land is giv*n. 
When pubKck crimes inflame the wrath of Heav'n : 
'But what, my friend, what hope remains for me. 
Who ftart at theft, and blufli at perjury ? 
Who fcarce forbear, tho'BaiTAiN^s court he fing, 
To pluck a titled poet's borrowed wing ; 
A ftatefman's Jogick unconvinc'd can hear. 
And 'dare to llumber o'er the * Gazetteer; 
Defpife a fool in half his penfion drefs'd, 
And' ftrive in vain to laugh at Clodio's jeft. 

^ Others with fofter fmiles, and fubtler art. 
Can fap the principles, or taint the heart ; 
I With more addrefs a lover's note convey, 
I Or bribe a virgin's innocence away. 
Well may they rife, while I, wh<!>fe ruftick tongue 
Ne'er knew to puzzle right, or vamifh wrong, 
Spurn'd as a beggar, dreaded as a fpy, 
Live unregarded, unlamented die. 

*° Fop what but focial guilt the friend endears ? 
Who Ihares Orgilio's crimes, his fortune ihares. 

' Quid Rotnae faciam ? mentiri nefeio : libmm> 
Si malus eft, nequco laiidare & pofcere.—- 

• — — Ferre ad nuptam quae mittit adulter. 
Quae mandat iK}riiit alii ; me tiemo miniftm 
Fur erit^ atquc ideo nuUi comes exeo. 

*• Quis nunc diligitur nifi confcius ? ■ » ■ 
Cams erit Vcrri, qui Verrcm tempore, quo vult, 
Acciifare poteft* ■ ■ 

* The paper which at that time contained apologies for \bc 
court. 

< "But 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A PC £ M- i 

'* But thou, fhould tempting villainy prefent 
^AU Marlb'rough hoarded, or all Villiers fpent. 
Turn from the glittering bribe thy fcornful eye. 
Nor fell for gold, what gold could neter buy. 
The peaceful flumber, fclf-approving day, ■ 
UnfuUied fame, and confcience ever gay. 

*' The cheated nation's happy fav'rites, fee ! 
Mark whom the great carefs, who frown on me I 
London ! the needy villain's gen'ral home. 
The common-fewer of Paris and of Rome .; 
With eager thirft, by folly or by fate, 
Sucks-in the dregs of each corrupted ftate. 
Forgive my tranl'ports on a theme like this, 
^^ I cannot bear a French metropolis. 

'* lUuftrious Edward ! frpm the realihs of day. 
The land of heroes and of faints furvey ; 
Nor hope the Britilh lineaments to trace. 
The ruftick grandeur, or the furly grace; 
But, loft in thoughtlefs eafc and empty ihow. 
Behold the warrior dwindled to a beau } 
Senfe, freedom, piety, refin'd away. 
Of France the mimick, and of Spain the prey. 

All that at home no more can beg or fteal, 
Or like a gibbet better than a wheel ; 

II ». Tanti tibi non fit opaci 
Omnis arena Tagi> qtiodque in mare volvitur anrmn, 
Ut fomno careas. 

^* Quae nunc divitibus gens acceptiffima nefbis, 
£t quos praDcipue fugiam, properabo fateri. 

'3 — — Non poffura ferre, Qiiiritcs, 
Graecam urbean. 

'^ Rudicus ille ttrus fumit trechedipna, Ghuriae, 
£t ceromatico fert niceteiia coUo. 

B 4 Hi(8*d 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



« LONDON: 

Hifs'd from the ftagfe, or hooted from the courf, 
Their air, their drefs, their politicks, import; 
*5 Obfequious, artful, voluble, and gay. 
On Britain's fond credulity they prey. 
No gainful trade their induftry can Tcapc, 
^^ They ling, they dance, clean fhoes, or cure a clap : 
All fcienccs a failing Monfieur knows, ^ 
And, bid him go to hell, to hell he goes, j 

*7 Ah 1 what avails it, that, from flavVy far, 
I drew the breath of life in Englifli air ; 
Was early taught a Briton's right to prize. 
And hfp the tale of Henry's vidlorics ; 
If the guird conqueror receives the chain, 
And flattery prevails when arms are vain ? 

'* Studious to pleafe, and ready to fubmil,^ 
The fupple Gaul was born a parafite : ( 

Still to his int'reft true, where'er he goes. 
Wit, brav'ry, worth, his lavifli tongue beftows ; 
In ev'ry face a thoufand graces ihine. 
From ev'ry tongue flows harmony divine. 
»9 Thefe arts in vain our rugged natives try, 
/ . Strain out with fault'ring diflidence a lie. 

And get a kick for aukward flattery. 



} 



*5 Ingenium velox, audacia perdita, fenno 
Promptus. 

'• Augiir, fchoKnobates, mcdicus, magus : omnia novit, 
Graeculus efuriens, in caelum, jufferis, ibit. 

»7 Ufque adco nihil eft, quod noHra infantia coelum 
Haufit Aventini ? 

<■ Quid ? quod adiilaiidi gens prudentiffinia, laudat 
Sermoncm indofti faciem deformis amici ? 

'9 Ha^c eadcm licet & n«bis laudarc : i^A illit 
Creditur. — — 

Beiides, 
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Befidesi withjuftice, this difcerning age 
Admires their wondVous talents for the ftage : . 
^^ Well may they venture on the mimick's art. 
Who play from morn to night a borrow'd part ; f 

Pracftis'd their mafter's notions to embrace^ 
Repeat his maxims, and refieA his face ; 
With ev'ry wild abfurdity comply, 
And view each objed: with another's eye ; 
To fhake with laughter ere the jeft they hear. 
To pour at will the counterfeited tear ; 
And, as their patron hints the cold or heat. 
To Ihake in dog-days, in December fweat. 

" How, when competitors like thefe contend. 
Can furly virtue hope to fix a friend ? 
Slaves that with ferious impudence beguile. 
And lie without a blufh, without a fmile ; 
Exalt each trifle, ev*ry vice adore. 
Your tafte in fnuff, your judgement in a whore ; 
Can Balbo's eloquence applaud, and fwear 
He gropes his breeches with a monarch's air. 

For arts like thefe preferr'd, admir'd, carcfs'd. 
They firft invade your table, then your breaftj 
** Explore your fecrets with infidious art. 
Watch the weak hour, and ranfack all the heart ; 
Then foon your ill-plac'd confidence repay. 
Commence your lords, and govern or betray. 

^ Natio comoeda eft. Rides ? majore cachinno 
Concutitur, &c. 

*' Non fumus ergo pares : melior, qui Temper k omni 
No6ke dieque poteft alienum fumere vultum, 
A facie ja6tare manus : ' latidare paratos^ 
Si bene ro^lavit, fireftum minxit amicus. ■ 

** Scire volunt fecreta doraus, atquc inde timori. 

By 
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^3 By number here from fliame of c^ftfiife frc<. 
All crirties are fafe but hated poverty. 
This, only this, the rigid kw piiffues, 
Thb, only this, provokes the fftarling Mtifc. 
The fober trader at a tatt^r'd cloak 
Wakes from his dream, and Ubotifs for a joki ; 
With briiker air the filken courtiets gaW, 
And turn the varied taunt a f houfarid ways. 
^ Of all the griefs that harafs the diftrefs'd. 
Sure a moft bitter is a fcornfiil jeft ; , 

Fate never wounds more deep the gen'rous hearty 
Than when a blockhead's lAfult points the dart. 

*5 Has Heaven referv'd, in pity to the poor, 
No pathlefs wafte, or undifcover'd fhofe ? 
Ko fecret ifland in the boundlefs maiti ? 
No peaceful defert yet urtclaim'd * by Spain ? •» 
Quick let us rife, the happy fcaffs explore, - .^^^'^ 
And bear Oppreffion's inference no more. 
This mournful truth is ev*ry where confefs'd, 

*^ SlO\^ aiSES WORTH, BY POVERTY DBPRESS'b :/ 

43 t Materiam prsbet cauTafque jocorum 

Omnibus hie idem ? a foeda & fciflfa lacerna^ &c. 

*♦ Nil habet infelix paupertas durius in fc, 
Quam quod ridlculos homines facit. 

** ■ Agmine fafto, 
Bebuerant dim tenoes migrate Qukltes. 

** Haud facile cmergunt, qnorum virtutibus obftat 
Res augufla domi, fed Romas doriot illk 
Conatus. 



Omntt Romai 



Cum prctio. ' 

Cogimur, k cultis augere peculia fervis. 

* The Spftiiiards at this time were fidd to maki^ datm io 
feme of our Americaa provinces. 

But 
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But here more flow, where all are flaves to gold, 
Where looks are merchandifc, and fmiles are fold ; 
Where won by bribes, by flatteries implor'd. 
The groom retails the favours of his lord. 

But hark ! th* affrighted crowd's tumultuous cries 
Roll through the ftreets, and thunder to the fkies : 
Rais'd from fome plealing dream of wealth and pow'r. 
Some pompous palace, or fome blifsful bowV, 
Aghaft you flrart, and fcarce with aching fight 
Suftain th' approaching fite^s tremendods light; 
Swift -from purfuing horrors take your way, 
And leave your IHtlc all to flames a prey ; 
*7 Then thro' the world a wretched vagrant roam. 
For where can ftarving merit find a home ? 
In vain your mournful narrative difclofe, 
While all negleft, and moft infult your woes, 
^ Should Heav'n's juft bolts Ofgilio's wealth con- 
found. 
And fpread his flaming palace on the ground. 
Swift o'er the land the difmal rumour flies. 
And public mournings pacify the Ikies ; 
The laureat tribe in venal verfe relate. 
How virtue wars with perfecuting fate ; 
*9 With well-feign'd gratitude the penfibn'd bond 
Refund the plunder of the beggar'd land. 



Ultimus stntem 



^rumns cueauIcm, <luod nudum> & fVaih'a roganteih 
Nemo cibo, nemo hofpitio, te6loque juvabit. 

*' Si magna Afturici cecidit doraui, honrida mater, 
Pullati pro^ercs. ' ' ■ » 

•9 — Jam accurrit, qui marmora donet, 
Conferat impcnfas : hic^ &c. 
Hie modium argenti. ■ 



Seel 



V 
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See ! while he builds, the gaudy vaflals come. 
And crowd with fudden wealth the rifiog dome ; 
The price of boroughs and of fouls rcftore ; 
And raife his treafures higher than before : 
Now blefs*d with all the baubles of the great. 
The polilh'd marble and the ihining plate, 
3° Orgilio fees the golden pile afpire. 
And hopes from angry Heav*n another fire. 

^' Could'ft thou refign the park and play content, j^ 
For the, fair banks of Severn or of Trent ; 
There might'ft thou find fpme elegant retreat. 
Some hireling fenator's deferted feat ; 
And ftretch thy profpeAs o'er the fmiling land. 
For lefs than rent the dungeons of the Strand ; 
There prune thy walks, fupport thy drooping flowers^ 
Direft thy. rivulets, and twine thy bowers ; 
And, while thy grounds a cheap repaft afibrd, 
Defpife the dainties of a venal lord : 
There ev*ry bufli with Nature's mufick rings. 
There ev'ry breeze bears health upon ite wings ; 
On all thy hours fecurity fliall fmile. 
And blefs thine evening walk and morning toil. 



a^ ■ Mdiora^ ac plura reponit 

Pcrficus orboram lautifEmus. — 

3' Si potes avelli Circenfilius^ optima Sorae, 
Aut Fabrateriae domus, aut Fulinone paratur, 
Quanti nunc tenebras unum conducis in annum. 

Hortulus hie. 

Vive bidentis amans & culti viUicus horti, 
Unde epulum poffis centam dare Pythagoraeis. 



Prepare 
I 

i 

I 

I 
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^ Prepare, for death if here at night you roattiy 
And fign your will before you fup from home* 

33 Some fiery fop, with new commiflion vain. 
Who fleeps on brambles till he kills his man ; 
Some frolick drunkard, reeling from a feaft. 
Provokes a broil, and ftabs you for a jeft. 

34 Yet ev*n thcfe heroes, mifchievoufly gay. 
Lords of the ftreet, and terrors of the way ; 
Flufli'd as they are with folly, youth, and wine. 
Their prudent infults to the poor confine ; 
Afar they mark the flambeau's bright approach. 
And Ihun the fhining train, and golden coach. 

35 In vain, thefe dangers paft, your doors you dofe. 
And hope the balmy blefiings of repofe ; 
Cruel with guilt, and daring with defpair, 
The midnight murd'rer burfts the faithlefs bar; 
Invades the facred liour of filent reft, 
And leaves, unfcen, a dagger in your breaft. 

3^ Scarce can our fields, fuch crowds at Tyburn die. 
With hemp the gallows and the fleet fupply. 

5* — Poflis ignavus haberi, 
£t fubiti caius improvidus, ad coenam 11 
Inteftatus cas. 

S3 Ebrius^ ac petulans^ qui nullum forte cccidit, 
Dat poenas, no6iem patitur lugentis amicum 
Peleidae. — 

34 Sed, quamvis improbus annis, 

Atque mero fervens, cavet hunc, quein coccina laeoa 
Vitari jubet, & comitum longiflimus ordo, 
Multum praeterea flammarum, atque senea lampas. 

^* Nee tamen hoc tantum metuas : nam qui fpoliet te 
'Non deerit ; claufis domibus, &c. 

'^ Maximus in vinclis ferri modus ; ut timeas, ne 
Vomer deiiciat^ ne marrae & (arcula defiat 

2 Fropofb 
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Propofc your fchemcs, ye fenatorian band, 
Whofc * ways and means fupport the finking land : . 
Left ropes be wanting in the tempting^ fpring. 
To rig jinother convoy for the king^f". 

37 A finglc gaol, in Alfred's golden reign. 
Could half the nation's criminals contain; 
Fair Juflice, then, without conftraint ador*d, 
Held high the fteady fcale, but Ihcath'd the fword ; 
No fpieswerc paid, no fpecial juries known,' 
Blcft age ! but ah I how different from our own ! 

3^ Much could I add, — but fee the boat at hand, 
The tide retiring calls nie from the land : 
33 'Pare well ! — When youth, and health, and fortune 

fpent, 
Thou fly'ft for refuge to the Wilds of Kent ; 
And,.tir'd like me with follies and with crimes. 
In angry numbers warn'ft fucceeding times ; 
Then Ihall thy friend, nor thourefufe his^aid. 
Still foe to vice, forfake his Cambrian (hade ; 
In virtue's caufe once more exert his rage, 
Thy fatire point, and animate thy page, 

3' Felices proavorum atavos, fclicia dicas 
Sccula, quae quondam fub regibus atque tribunis 
Viderunt una contentam carcerc Romam. 
5^ His alias poterara, & plurics fubnedcrc caufas : 
Sed jumenta vocant. - 

39 Ergo vale noftri memor : & quoties tc 

Roma tuo tefici propcrantena reddet Aquiuo» 
Me quoque ad Elvinam Cererem, veftramque Dianam 
Convelle h Cumis : fatirarum ego, ni pudct illas^ 
Adjutor gelidos veniam calligatus in agras. 

* A cant term in the Houfc of Commons far methods of 
raifing money. 

t The nation was difcontented at the vifits made by the King 
to Haupyer. 

THE 
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THE 

VANITY OF HUMAN WISHES, 

t 

IN IMITATION OF TMB 

TENTH SATIRE OF JUVENAL. 



l^ET * Obfervatipn^; witji es^tenfivc view. 
Survey rnankind from China to Peru ; 
Remark c^ch anxipus toil, each eager ftrife. 
And watch the bufy fcenea of crowded life ; 
Thea fay how hope and fear, defire and hate, 
O'erfpread with foares the clouded maze of fate. 
Where wav'ring man, betray'd by vent'rous pride 
To chafe the dreary paths without a guide. 
As treach'rous phantoms in the mift delude. 
Shuns fancied ills, or chafes airy good ; 
How rarely reafon guides the ftubborn choice. 
Rules the bold hand, or prompts the fuppliantroice; 
How nations fink, by darling fchemes opprefs'd. 
When Vengeance liftens to tke fool's rcqueft. 
Fate wings with ev'ry wifli th* afflidlive dart, 
Each gift of nature and each grace of art; 
With fatal heat impetuous courage glows. 
With fatal fweetnefs elocution flows. 
Impeachment ftops the fpeaker*s powerful breath, 
An4 reflieia fire precifHtates on death, 

* Vcr. I — XI. 

But, 
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♦ But, fcarc^ obfcrv'd, the knowing and the bold 
Fall in the general maffacre of gold ; 
Wide wafting peft ! that rages unconfin'd. 
And crowds with crimes the records of mankind ; 
For gold his fword the hireling ruffian draws. 
For gold the hireling judge diftorts the laws ; 
Wealth heaped on wealth, nor truth nor fafety buys, 
The dangers gather as the treafiires irife. 

Let Hift*ry tell where rival kings command. 
And dubious title ihakes the madded land, 
When ftatutes glean the refufe of the fword. 
How much more fafe the vaffal than the lord ; 
Low fculks the hind beneath the rage of power. 
And leaves the wealthy traitor in the Tower, 
Untouched his cottage, and his flumbers found, 
Tho' Confifcation's vultures hover round. 

The needy traveller, ferene and gay. 
Walks the wild heath, and lings his toil away. 
Does envy feizc thee ? crulh th' upbraiding joy, 
Increafe his riches, and his peace deftroy. 
Now fears in dire viciflitude invade, 
The ruftling brake alarms, and quivVmg ihade. 
Nor light nor darknefs bring his pain relief. 
One fliews the plunder, and one hides the thief. 

Yct-f* ftill one general cry the Ikies aflails. 
And gain and grandeur load the tainted gales ; 
Few know the toiling ftatefman's fear or care, 
Th' infidious rival and the gaping heir. 
Once :|: more, Democritus, arifc on earth. 
With cheerful wifdom and inftruAive mirth, 

* Vcr. 12— 2X t Vcr. 23—27. % Vcr. a8— 55* 

See 
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fee motley life in modern trappings drefs'd. 

And feed with varied fools th* eternal jeft : 

Thou who tould^il laugh where want enchain*d ca* 

price, 
^otl crufhVl conceit^ and man was of a piece ; 
Where wealth unlov'd without a mourner dy'd ; 
And fcarce a fycophant was fed by pride ; 
Where ne'er was known the form of mock debate^ 
Or feen a new-made mayor's unwieldy ft ate ; 
Where change of fav'rites made no change of laws. 
And fenates heard before they judg*d a caufc ; 
How would'ft thou (hake at Britain's modifli tribe. 
Dart the quick taunt, and edge the piercing gibe ? 
Attentive truth and nature to defcry. 
And pierce each fcene with philofophick cye» 
To thee were folemn toys^ or empty Ihow^ 
The robes of pleafure and the veils of woe-: 
All aid the farce, and all thy mirth nuintain, 
Whofe joys are caufelefs, or whofe griefs are vain. 

Such was the fcorn that filrd the fage's mind, 
Renew'd at ev'ry glance on human kind ; 
How juft that fcorn ere yet thy voice declare, 
Search ev'ry ftate, and canvafs ev'ry pray'r. 

* Unnumber'd fuppliants crowd Preferment's gate, 
Athirft for wealth, and burning to be great ; 
Delufive Fortune hears th' inceflant call. 
They mounts they fliine, evaporate, and fall. 
On ev'ry ftage the foes of peace attend. 
Hate dogs their flight, and infult mocks their end. 
Love ends with hope, the linking ftatefman's door 
Pours in the morning worihiper no more ; 

* Vcr. 56—107. 
Vol; I. C For 
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For growing ftdmes the wctekly fcribbkr lie«. 

To growirtg wealtkthe dedicMcM' flics ; 

From ev'ry rodm defcends^ the painted fece^ 

That hung the bright palladium of the plac^ ; 

And, fmoak'd m kitchens, or in au<ftions fdd^ * 

To better features yields the frame of gold ; 

For now n» more we trace in evVy line 

Hftoic worth, benevolence divine : 

The forni dlftorted juftifies the fall„ ' 

And deteftation ridsth' indignant wall. 

But will not Britain hear the laft appeal. 
Sign her foes* doom, or guard her fev'rites* ztak ? 
Thro* Freedom's fons no more rcmonftranee rings. 
Degrading nobles and controulmg kings ; 
Our fupple tribes reprcfs their patriot throats. 
And a(k no qucflions but the price of votes ; 
With weekly libels and feptcnnial ale, 
Their wifli is full to riot and to rail. 

In full-blown dignity, fee Wolfey fbnd, 
JLsivr in his voice, and fortune in his hand : 
To him the churchy the realm, thehr pow'rs confign. 
Through him the rays of regal bounty ihine, 
Turn'd by his nod the ftream of honour flows. 
His fmile alone- feeurity beftows : 
Still to^new heights his reftlefs wiflies tow'r. 
Claim leids to datm, and pow*r advances powV; 
Till conquefl: unrefllied ccas*d to pleafe. 
And rights fubmitted left him none t6 feize. 
At length his fov'reign frowns— -the train of ftate 
Mark the keen glance, and wfktch the flgn to hate. 
Where-e*er he turns, he meets a flranger's eye. 
His fuppliants fcorn him, and his followers fly^ 
Now drops at once the pride of awful fliate. 
The golden canopy, the. glitt*ring plate. 

The 
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iThe ngfll palace^ the liixuriousi boardy 
The livVied army> and the tocnial lord; 
With age, with cares, with maladies oppre£l*d^ 
He feeks the refuge of mooaftick reft. 
Gtief aids difeafe, remember*d felly ftings. 
And his laft iighs reproach the faith of kioga. 

Speak thoti, whofe thoughts at humble peace repisiCf 
Shall Walfey's twealth j with Wolfey's end^i be thine ? 
Or liv'ft thou Aow^ with iafer pride content^ 
The wifcft joftice on the banks of Trent ? 
For, why did Wolfey, near the fteeps of iate^ 
On weak foundations raife th* enormous weight ? 
Why h\JA to link beneath misfortune's blow^ 
With louder ruin to the gdlpbs below ? . 

* What gave great Villiers to th' aflafiin's knife^ 
And fix'd difeafe oh Barley's doling life ? 

What murdered Wentworth, and iwhat exil'd Hyde^ 
By king-s proteded, ahd to kings allyM ? 
What but their wilh indulged in courts to Ihine, 
And pow'r too great to keep, or to relign i 

^ Wheii firft the college rolls receive his name^ 
The young enthufiaft quits his cafe for fame ; 
Kefiftlefs burns the fever of renown^ 
Caught from the ftrong contagion of the gown : 
0*ef Bodley's dome his future labours fprtiad^ 
And X Bacon*s manlion trembles o*er his head. 
Arethefe thy views ? Proceed^ illuftrious youth ^ 

And Virtue guard thee to tke^ throne of Truth ! 

» i ^ . . ^' 

♦ Ver. iq8-*-ji3. t Ver. 114— ij2. 

X There is a tradition, that tJie ftudy of friar Bacon> built on 
^n argh over the bridge, tiill fall when a man greater than Bacon 
Ihdl pafs imder it. 

c % Yet, 
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Yet, fhould thy foul indulge thcgpn'rous heat 
Till captive Science yields her laft retreat; 
Should Reafon guide thee with her brightcft ray. 
And pour on mitty Doubt reliftlefs day ; . 
Should no falfe kindnefs lure to loofe delight. 
Nor praife relax, nor difficulty fright ; 
Should tempting Novelty thy cell refrain, 
And Sloth efFufe her opiate fumes in vain ; 
Should, Beauty blunt on fops her fatal dart, 
Nor claim the triumph of a lettered heart ; 
Should no difcafe thy torpid veins invade. 
Nor Melancholy's phantoms haunt thy (bade ; 
Yet hope nor life from grief or danger free, . 
Nor think the doom of man reversed for thee : 
Deign on the pafiing world to turn thine eyes. 
And paufe awhile from Letters, to be wife ; 
There mark what ills the fcholar's life affail, . 
Toil, envy, want, the patrou, and the gaol. 
See nations, flowly wife and meanly juft. 
To buried merit raife the tardy buft. 
If dreams yet flatter, once again attend. 
Hear Lydiat's life, and Galileo's end *. 

Nor deem, when Learning her laft pri?:e beftows. 
The gUttVing eminence exempt from foes ; 
See, when the vulgar 'fcapes, defpis'd or aw'd, 
Rebellio&'s vengeful talons feize on Laud. 
From meaner ininds, though fmaller fines content 
The plundered palace, or fcquefter'd rent ; 
Mark'd out by dangerous parts, he meets the fhock, 
And fatal Learning leads him to tlie block : - 
Around his tomb let -Art and Genius weep. 
But hear his death, ye blockheads, hear and ile^. 
* See Gent. Mag. vol. LXVIIL p. 951. loay. 

The 
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* The feftal blazes, the triumphal fliov^f. 
The ravilh'd ftandard, a^id the captive foe, 
The fenate's thinks, the Gazette's pompous tale^ 

With force refiftlefs o'er the brave prevail. 

Such bribes the rapid Greek o'er Afia whirl'd, 
For fuch the fteady Romans Ihook the world ; 
For fuch in diftant lands the Britons ftiine, 
And ftain with blood the Danube or the Rhine; 
This pow*r has praife, that virtue fcarce can warm . 
Till Fame fupplies the univerfal charm. 
Yet Reafon frowns on War's unequal game. 
Where wafted nations raife a fingle name ; 
And mortgag'd ftatcs their grandlires' wreaths regret, 
From age to age in everlafting debt ; 
Wreaths which at laft the dear-bought right convej 
To ruTft on medals, or on ftones decay. 

-f- On what foundation ftands the warrior's pride, 
How juft'his hopes, let Swedifli Charles decide ; 
A frame of adamant, a foul of fire. 
No dangers fright him, and no labours tire ; 
O'er love, o'er fear, extends his wide domain, 
Unconquer'd lord of pleafure and of pain ; 
No joys to him pacific fceprres yield. 
War founds the trump, he ruflies to the field ; 
Behold furrounding kings their pow'rs combine. 
And one capitulate, and qae relign ; "^ *— 

Peace courts his hand, but {preads.her charms in rain ; 
** Think nothinggain'd," he cries, "till nought remain,^ 
** On Mofcow's walls till Gothic ftandards fly, 
" And all be mine beneatli the polar Iky." 



* Ver. 133— 14<5, S f Yq^. 147—167. 
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The march begins in military ftate. 

And Ifetions on his eye lufpcnded wait ; 

Stern f'amine guards the folitary coaft, 

And Winter barricades the realms of Froft ; 

He comes, nor waijt nor cold his courfe delay ;^^ 

Hide, blufhing Glory, hide Pultowa's day : 

The vanquiih'd hero leaves his broken bonds. 

And (hews his miferies in diftant lands ; 

Condcmn'd a needy fupplicant to wait. 

While ladies interpofc, and flaves debate. 

But did not Chance at length her errcwr mend i 

Did no fubvertcd empire mark his end ? 

Did rival monarchs give the fatal wound ? 

Or hoftile millions prefs him to the ground ? 

Jlis fall was deftin*d to a barren ftrand, 

A petty fortrefs, and a dubious hand ; 

He left the name, at which the world grew pale. 

To point a moral, or adorn a tale. 

* All time$ their fcenes of pompous woes affbrdj 
From Pcrfia's tyrant to Bavaria's lord. 
In gay hoflility and barbVous pride, 
With half mankind embattled at his fide. 
Great Xerxes comes to feize the certain prey, 
And ftarves exhaufted regions in his way; 
Attendant FlattVy counts his njyriads o*er, 
Till counted myriads fpoth his pride no more ; 
Frefh praife is try'd till madnefs fires his mind, 
The waves he laflies, and enchains the wind. 
New pow'rs are claim'd, new powVs arc ftill befl:ow*d. 
Till rude refiftance lops the fpreading god ; 

* Vcr. i68— -187. 

The 
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The daring Greeks deride the martial Ihow, 
And heap their ralleys with the gaudy foe ; ^ 
Th' infulted fea with hurablpr thought he gains, 
A lingle fkifF to fpeed his iiighc remains i 
Th' incumber d oar fcarce leaves the dreaded CQaft 
Throu^ purple billows and a floating hoft. 

The bold Bararian, in a lucklefs hour. 
Tries the dread fummits of Caefarean pow'r. 
With une5^pe6ted legions burfts away. 
And fees defencelefs realms receive his fway; 
Short fway ! fair Auftria fpreads her mournful charms. 
The queen, the beauty, fets the world in arms ; 
From hill to hill the beacon's roufing blaze 
Spreads wide the hope of plunder and of praife ; 
The fierce Croatian, and the wild Huflar, 
With all the fons of ravage crowd the war ; 
The baffled prince, in honour's flatt'ring bloom 
Of hafty greatnefs, finds the fatal doom ; 
His foes derifion, and his fubjedls blame. 
And fieals'to death from anguifh and from ihame, 

* Enlarge my life with multitude of days ! 
In health, in ficknefs, thus the fuppliant prays ; 
Hides from himfclf his fiate, and ihuns to know^ 
That life protrafted is protrafted woe. 
Time hovers o'er, impatient to deflroy. 
And fhuts up all the poflages of joy : 
In vain their gifts the bounteous feafons pour. 
The fruit autumnal, and the vernal fiowV ; 
With liftleft eyes the dotard views the ftorc. 
He views^ and wonders that they pleaie no more ; 

* Ver. 188—388. 

e 4 Now 
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Now pall the taAelefs meats, and joylefs wines, 
And I<uxury with iighs her flave refigns. 
Approachf ye rninftrels, try the foothing ffrain, 
Diffiife the tuneful lenitives of pain : 
No founds, alas ! would touch th* impervious ear, 
Though dancing mountains witnefsM Orpheus near 
Nor lute nor lyre his feeble pow'rs attend, 
Nor fweeter ipufick of a virtuous friend ; 
But everlafting didiates crowd his tongue, 
Perverfely grave, or pofitively wrong. 
The ftiil returning talc, and lingering jeft. 
Perplex the fawning niece and pampered gueft, 
While growing hopes fcarce awe the gathering fncer^ 
And fcarce a legacy can bribe to hear ; 
The watchful guefts ftill hint the laft offence ; 
The daughter's petulance, the fon's expcnce, 
Iniprove his heady rage with treagh'rous Ikill, 
And mould his paffions till they make his will. 

Unnumbered maladies his joints invade, 
Lay liege to life, and prefs the dire blockade ; 
But unextinguifh'd Av'rice ftill remains. 
And dreaded lofles aggravate his pains ; 
He turns, with anxious heart and crippled hands, 
His bonds of debt, and mortgages of lands ; 
Or views hi& coffers with fufpicious eyes. 
Unlocks iiis gold, and counts it till he dies. 

But grant, the virtues of a temperate prime 
Blefs with an age exempt from fcorn or crime j 
An age that melts with unperceiv'd decay. 
And glides in nunleft innocence away ; 
Whofe peaceful day Benevolence endears, 
Whofe night congratulating Confcience cheers ; 

The 
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The gen*ial fiiv*ritc as the gen'nd friend : 
Such age there is* and who ihall wiih its end Jt 
Yet ev*n on this her load Misfortune fliagi. 
To prels the weary minutes' flagging wings ; 
New forrow rifes as the day returns^ | 

A fifl-er iickens, or a daughter mourns. 
Now kindred Merit fills the fable bier^ 
Now lacerated Friendihip claims a tear ; I 

Ye^r chafes year, decay purfues decay, ' 

ptill drops fome joy from withering life away ; 
New forms arife, and diflfrent views engage. 
Superfluous lags the vetVan on the ftage. 
Till pitying Nature figns the laft releafe, 
And bids afflidled worth retire to peace. . » 

But few there are whom hours like thefe await. 
Who fet unclouded in the gulphs of Fate. 
Prom LydiVp monarch fhould the fearch defcend. 
By Solon cj^ution^d to regard his end, 
In lifers laft fcene what prodigies furprize. 
Fears of the brave, and follies of the wife ! 
From Marlborough's eyes the flreams of dotage flow, 
And Swift expires a driv'ler and a ihow. 

* The teeming mother, anxious for her race. 
Begs for each birth the fortune of a face ; 
Yet Vane could tell what ills from beauty fpring ; 
And Sedley curs'd the form that pleased a king. 
Ye nymphs of rofy lips and radiant eyes, 
Whom Pleafure keeps too bufy to be wife ; 
Whom joys with foft varieties invite, 
By day the frolick, and the dance By night ; 

* Vcr. aSj— J45. 

Who 
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Who frown with Tanity, i^^ho fnnle mth art^ 
And alk the lateft fafhion of the heart ; 
What care, what rules, yoar heedleis charms iball Iave» 
Each nymph your rival, and each yooth your flave ? 
Againfl your fame with fondnefs hats combines. 
The rival batters, and the lover mines. 
With diflant voice negledbed Virtue callsy 
Lefs heard and lefs, the faint remonfirance ialls ; 
Tir'd with contempt, ihe quits the flipp'ry reign^i 
And Pride and Prudence take her feat in vain. 
In crowd at once, where none the pafs defend. 
The harmlels freedom, and the private friend. 
The guardians yield, by force foperior plyM ; 
ToIntVeft, Prudence ; and to Flatt'ry, Pride. 
Here Beauty falls betrayM, defpis'd, diftreft'd. 
And hifling Infamy proclaims the reft. 

'•^ Where then fliall Hope and Fear their obje As find J 
Muft dull fufpence corrupt the ftagnant mind ? 
Muft helplefs man, in ignorance fedate, 
Roll darkling down the torrent? of his fete ? 
Muft no diflike alarm, no wilhes rife. 
No cries invoke the mercies of the Ikies f 
Enquirer, ceafe ; petitions yet remain 
Which Heav'n may hear, nor deem Religion rab. 
Still raife for good the fuppltcating voice. 
But leave to Heav'n the meafure and the choice* 
Safe in his pow'r, whofe eyes difccm afar 
The fecret ambufh of a fpecious prayV ; 
Implore his aid, in hisdecifions reft. 
Secure, whate'er he gives, he gives the beft* 



* Ver. 34«— S^. 
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Yet, when the fcnfe of facred prcfence fires, 
And ftrong devotion to the (kies afpires. 
Pour forth thy fervours for a hralthfi?! rn»"^| 
Obedient Eaflions^ and a^wilL.Kj5gA.'d ; 
For Ipvea which fcarce colledtive man can fill j 
For patieQce^ fov'reign o'er tranfmuted ill ; 
For j^th, that, panting for a happier feat. 
Counts xleath kind Nature's fignal of retreat : 
Thefe goods for man the laws of Heav'n ordain, 
Thefe goods he grants, who grants the pow'r to gain \ 
With thefe celcftial Wifdom calms the mind^^ 
^pd makes the happincfs ihc does not find. 



PRO^ 
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PROLOGUE, 

SPOKEN BY MR. GARRICK, 

At the Opening of the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 1747^ 

Vv HEN Learning's triumph o*er her barbVous foes. 
Firft rear'd the ftage, immortal Shakfpearc rofe 5 
Each change of many-colouT*d life he drew, 
Exhaufted worlds, and then imagined new : 
Exiftence faw him fpurn her bounded reign, 
And panting Time toil'd after him in vain. 
His powVful ftrokes prefiding Truth imprefs'd. 
And unrelifted Paffion ftorrai'd the breaft. 

Then Jonfon came, inftrufted from the fchool. 
To pleafe in method, and invent by rule ; 
His ftudious patience and laborious art. 
By regular approach aflaird the heart 5 
Cold Approbation gave the lingering bays. 
For thofe, who durft not cenfure, fcarce could praife. 
A mortal born, he met the genVal doom. 
But left, like Egypt*s kings, a lafting tomb. 

The wits of Charles found eafier ways to fame. 
Nor wifliM for Jonfon's art, or Shakfpeare*s flame. 
Themfelvcs they ftudied, as they felt they writ ; 
Intrigue was plot, obfcenity Was wit. 
Vice always found a fympathetic friend ; 
They pleas'd their age, and did not aim to mend. 
Yet bards like thefe afpir'd to lafting praife. 
And proudly hop*d to pimp in future days. 
3fhrir caufe was gen'ral, their fupports were ftrong, 
1 heir flaves were willing, and their reign was long : 

Till 
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Till Shame regained the poft that Senfe betray'd 

And Virtue call'd Oblivion to her aid. 

( Then, crulh*d by rules, and weaken'd as refin'd,* 

For years the pow'r of Tragedy declined ; 

From bard to bard the frigid caution crept, 

Till Declamation roar'd whilft Paffiohdlept ; 

Yet ftill did Virtue deign the ftage to tread, 

Philofophy remained, though Nature fled. 

But forcM, at length, her antient reign to quit^ 

She faw great Fauftus lay the ghoft of Wit ; 

Exulting Folly hail'd the joyful day, 

And Pantomime and Song confirmed her fway. 

But who the coming changes can prefage. 
And mark the future periods of the ftage ? 
Perhaps, if ikill could diftant times explore. 
New Behns, new Durfeys, yet remain in ftore ; 
Perhaps where Lear has rav'd, and Hamlet dy'd. 
On flying cars new forcerers may ride : 
Perhaps (for who can guefs th* effedls of chance ?) 
Here Hunt may box, or Mahomet * may dance. 

Hard is his lot that, here by Fortune placed, 
Mufl: watch the wild viciflitudes of tafte ;^ 
With ev*ry meteor of caprice muft play, 
.And chafe the new-blown bubbles of the day. 
Ah ! let not Cenfure term our fate our choice. 
The ftage but echoes back the publick voice ; 
The drama's laws, the drama's patrons give. 
For we that live to pleafe, muft pleafe to live. 

Then prompt no more the follies you decry. 
As Q7xaat| doom their tools of guilt to die j 

* Hunt, a famous boxer on the ftage ; Mahomet, a rppe* 
dancer, who had exhibited at Covent-Garden Theatre the win* 
Ux before^ faid to be a Turk* 

Ti$ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



{o PROIiOGUB, 1747- 

Tis yours, this nighty to bid the reign comnuindt ' 

Of refcued Nature and reviving Senfe ; 

To chftfe the charms of Sound, the pomp of Show^ 

For ufcfiil Mirth and falutary Woe ; 

Bid fcenic Virtue form the riiing age. 

And Truth diffiife her radiance £rom the fiage; 



IRENE; 
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PROLOGUE. 

JL E glitt'ring train, whom lace and velvet blefs, 
Sufpend the toft folicitudes of drefs ! 
From grov'Hng bufinefs and fuperfluous care. 
Ye fbns of Avarice, a moment fpare ! 
VotVies of F\ame, and wor Aipers of PowV, 
Diimifs the pleaiing phantoms for an hour I 
Our daring bard, with fpirit unconfinM, 
Spreads wide the mighty moral for mankind. 
Learn here how Heav'n fupports th6 virtuous mind. 
Daring, though calm ; and vigorous, though refign'd. 
Learn here what anguiih racks the guilty brcaft, 
In pow*r dependent, in fuccefs depreft. 
Learn here that Peace from Innocence muft flow ; 
All elfe is empty found and idle fhow. 

If truths like thefe with pleating language join ; 
Ennobled, yet unchanged, if Nature Ihine ; 
If no wild draught depart from Reafon*s rules. 
Nor gods his heroes, nor his lovers fools : 
Intriguing Wits ! his artlefs plot forgive ; 
And fpare him, Beauties ! though his lovers live. 

Be this at leaft his praife, be this his pride ; 
To force applaufc no modern arts are try'd. 
Should partial cat-calls all his hopes confound. 
He bids no trumpet quell the fatal found. 
Should welcome fleep relieve the weary wit. 
He rolls no thunders o'er the drowfy pit. 
No fnares to captivate the judgment fpreads, 
Nor bribes your eyes to prejudice your heads. 
Unmov'd though Witlings fneer and Rivals rail ; 
Studious to pleafe, yet not alham'd to fail. 
He fcorns the meek addrefs, the fuppliant ftrain^ 
With merit needlefs, and without it vain. 
In Reaf6n, Nature, Truth, he dares to truft : 
Ye Fops, be filcnt : and ye Wits, be juft ! 

Vol. I. D PERSONS 
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MEN. 

Emperor of the Tarki, 
Firft Vificr» 
A TurkUh Aga, 
An Officer, 



MAHOMET, 
CALI BASSA, 
MUSTAPHA, 
ABDALLA, 

HASAN, 1 »r cA o * • 

I TurkiQi Captami, 

CARAZA, J ^ • 

DEMETRIUS,-! 

LEONTIUS, J ^^^^ Noblemen, 



MURZA, 



ASPASIA, 

IRENE, 



An Eunuch, 



Mr. 

Mr. 

*4r. 

Mr. 
fMr. 
I Mr. 

Mr. 
^Mr. 

Mr. 



i 



Barry. 
Berry. 

SOWDBV. 

Hayard. 

UfiHER. 

Bvrtov* 

Garkick« 

Blakei. 

KXNQ. 



WOMEN, 

I Greek Ladies, 
Attendants on IRENE 



f Mm. €tbbsr. 

I Mrs. Pritcbarp. 



Digitized tf Google 



( 35 ) 

IRENE; 

A 

TRAGEDY. 
A C T i: 

SCENE L 
Demet&ivs and Leontiits^ in Turkiih HabttB. 

LEONTIUS. 

And is it thus Demetrius meets his friend. 
Hid in the mean difguife of Turkifh robes, 
With fervile fecrecy to lurk in fhades, 
And vent our fufPrings in clandeftine groans ? 

DEMBTEIUS. 

Till breathlefs fury refted from deftruAion, 
Thefe groans were fatal, thefe difguifes rain ; 
But now our Turkiih conquerors have quenched 
Their rage, and palFd their appetite of murder ; 
No more the glutted fabre thirfts for blood. 
And weary cruelty remits her tortures. 

I^EONTIUS. 

Yet Greece enjoys no gleam of tranfient hope. 
No foothing interval of peaceful fofrow ; 
The luft of gold fucceeds the rage of conquefi:,. 
The luft of gold, unfeeling and remorfelefs, 

© a The 
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The laft corruption of degenerate man ! 
Urg'd by th' imperious foldier's fierce command, 
The groaning Greeks break up their golden caverns 
Pregnant with ftores that India's mines might envy, 
Th' accumulated wealth of toiling ages. 

DEMETRIUS. 

That wealth, too facred for their country's ufc ! 
That wealth, too pleafing to be loft for freedom ! 
That wealth, which, gratited to th?ir weeping prince. 
Had rang'd embattled nations at our gates ! 
But, thus refcrv'd to lure the wolves of Turkey, 
Adds ftiame to grief, and infamy to ruin. 
JLamenting Av'rice now too late difcovers 
Jler own negledled in the publick fafety. 

LEONTIUS. 

Keproaph not mifery.—The fons of Greece, 

Ill-fated race ! fo oft befieg'd in vain. 

With felfe fccurity beheld invafion. 

Why fhould they fear P—That pow'r that kindly 

fpre^s 
The clouds, a fignal of impending fhow'rs 
To warn the wand'ring linnet to the fliade. 
Beheld without concern cxjHring Greece, 
And not one prodigy foretold our fate, 

DEMETRIUS. 

A thoufand horrid prodigies foretold it, 
• A feeble government, eluded laws, 
A faaious populace, luxurious nobles. 
And all the maladies of finking ftates. 
When publick Villainy, too ftrong for juftice, 
Shews his bold front, the harbinger of ruin. 
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Can brave Leontius call for airy wonders. 
Which cheats interpret, and which fools regard ? ; 
When fome negleAed fabrick nods beneath 
The weight of years, and totters to the tempeft, 
Muft Heav'n difpatch the mcflengers of light. 
Or wake the dead, to warn us of its fall ? 

LEONTIUS* 

Well niight the weaknefs of our empire fink 
Before fuch foes of more than human force ; 
Some Pow'r invifible, from Heav'n or Hell, 
Condufts their armies, and aflerts their caufe. 

DEMETRIUS. 

And yet, my friend, what miracles were wrought 
Beyond the pow'r of cbnftancy and courage ? 
Did unrefifted lightning aid their cannon ? 
Did roaring whirlwinds fweep us from the ramparts ? 
*Twas vice that fhook our nerves, 'twas vice, Leontius, 
That frozp our veins, and witlier'd all our pow'rs. 

LEONTIUS. 

Whatever our crimes, our woes demand conipaflion^ 
Each; night, protedled by the friendly darknefs^ 
Quitting my clofe retreat, I range the city. 
And, weeping, kifs the venerable ruins 1 
With filent pangs I view the tow'ring domes. 
Sacred to prayV ; and wander through the ftreets. 
Where commerce lavilh'd uriexhaufted plenty, 
And jollity maintained eternal revels.— 

DEMETRIUS. 

—How chang*d, alas !— Now ghaftty Defolatioii' 
In triumph fits upon our fhatter'd fpires j 

D 3 Now 
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Now fuperftittan, ignorance, and error, 
Ufurp our temples, and profane our altars. 

LEONTIUS. 

From ev'ry palace burfts a mingled clamour. 
The dreadful diflbnance of barbVous triumph. 
Shrieks of affright and wailings of diflrefs. 
Oft when the cries of violated beauty 
Arofe to Heav n, andpierc'd my bleeding breaH, 
I felt thy pains, and trembled for Afpafia. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Afpafia ! fpare that lov*d, that mournful name ; 
Dear haplefs maid — tempefhious grief o*erbears 
My rcafoning powVs — Dear, haplefs, lofl Afpafia ! 

LEONTIUS. 

Sufpend the thought. 

DEMBTRIUS. 

All thought on her is madnefs ;. 
Yet let me think — ^I fee the helplcfs maid, 
Behold the monfters gaze with iavage rapture. 
Behold how lufl and rapine ftruggle round her ! 

LEONTIUS. 

Awake, Demetrius, from this difmal dream. 
Sink not beneath imaginary forrows ; 
Call to yom aid your courage and your wifdom ; 
Think on tlie fudden change of human fcenes i 
Think on the various accidents of war ; 
Think on the mighty power of awful virtue ; 
Think on that Providence that guards the good. 

BEMS- 
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DEMETRIUS. 

Providence ! extend thy care to me, 
For Courage droops unequal to the conibat. 
And weak Philofophy denies her fuccours. 
Sure ibme kind fabre in the heat of battle. 
Ere yet the foe found leifure to be cruel, 
Difmifs^d her to the iky. 

LEONTIUS. 

Some virgin-martyr, 
Perhaps, enamour'd of refembling virtue, 
With gende hand reftrain*d the ftreams of life. 
And iiiatch'd her tinoely from her country*s fate. 

DEMETRIUS. 

From thofe bright regions of eternal day, 
Where now thou Ihin'ft among thy fellow-faints, 
Array*d in purer light, look down on me : 
In pleafing vilions and aiTuafive dreams, 
O ! footh my foul, and teach me how to lofe thee. 

LEONTIUS. 

Enough of unavailing tears, Demetrius : 

1 came obedient to thy friendly fummons, 

And hop*d to fliare thy counfels, not thy forrows : 
While thus we mourn the fortune of Afpafia, 
T« what are we referv*d ? 

• 

DEMETRIUS. 

To what I know not : 
But hope, yet hope, to happinefs and honour; 
If happinefs caa be without Afpalia. 

D 4 LBOir* 
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LEONTIUS. 

But whence this ncw-fprung hope ? 

DEMETRIUS. 

From Calf Baffa, 
The chief, whofe wifdom guides tbeTurkiibcounfds* 
He, tir*d of flavery, though the higheft ilave^ 
ProjeAs at once our freedom and his own ; 
And bids us thus difguis'd await him here. 

LBONTI0S. ' 

Can he rcftorc the ftatc he could not fave ? 
In v^n, when Turkcy*8 troops aflaird our walls. 
His kind intelligence betray'd their meafures ; 
Their arms prevaiFd, though Call was our friend. 

DEMETRIUS. 

When the tenth fun had fet upon our forrows. 
At midnight^s private hour, a voice unknown 
Sounds in my fleeping ear, ^ Awake, Demetrius^ 
* Awake, and follow me to better fortunes.' 
Surpriz'd I ftart, and blefs the happy dream ; 
Then, rouzing, know the fiery chief Abdalla, 
Whofe quick impatience feiz'd my doubtful hand. 
And led me to the Ihore where Call flood, 
Penfive and lift'ning to the beating furge. 
There, in foft hints and in ambiguous phrafe, 
With all the diffidence of long experience. 
That oft' had praftis'd fraud, and oft' detedled. 
The vet'ran courtier half reveal'd his projed. 
By his command, equipp'd for fpecdy flight. 
Deep in a winding creek a galley lies, 
Maoft'd with the braveft of our fellow-captives, 

Scleaed 
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Selet^^ed by my care, a hardy band, 
That long to hail thee chief. 

LEONTIUS. 

But what avails 
So fmall a force ? or why fliould Call fly ? 
Or how can Call's flight reftore our country ? 

I>£MBT&IUS. 

Referve thefe queflrions for a fafer hour 3 
Or hear himfelf, for fee the Baila comes. 

SCENE n. 

DEMETRIUS, LEONTIUS, CALI BA8SA. 
CALL 

Now fummon all thy foul, illufhrious Chriftian ! ^ 

Awake each faculty that fleeps within thee. 

The courtier*s policy, the fs^e's firninefs. 

The warrior's ardour, and the patriot's zeal : 

If, chaiing paft events with vain purfuit. 

Or wand'ring in the wilds of future being, 

A Angle thought now rove, recall it home. 

But can thy friend fuflain the glorious caufe. 

The caufe of liberty, the caufe of nations ? 

(D&MET&IUS, 

Obferve him clofely with a ftatefman's cy^, , 

Thou that haft long perus'd the draughts of Nature,' 
And know'ft the charaders of vice and virtue. 
Left hf the hand of Heav'n on human clay. 

CALL 

His mien is lofty ,^ his demeanour great| * 

Nor fprig^tly folly wantons in his air, 

4 Nor 
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Nor dull ferenlty becalms his eyes. 
Such had I trufted once as foo^isas fecn^ 
But cautious age fufpeAs the flatt'ring form^ 
And only credits what experience tells. 
Has filencc prefs'd her feal upon hia lips ? 
Does adamantine faith inveft his heart ? 
Will he not bend beneath a tyrant's frown ? 
Will he not melt before ambition's fire ? 
Will he not foften in a friend's embrace ? 
Or flow dilfolying in a woman's tears ? 

DEMETRIUS. 

Sooner the trembling leaves ihall find a voice. 
And tell, the fecrets of their confcious walks ; 
Sooner the breeze Ihall catch the flying founds, 
Aiid Ihock the tyrant with a tale of treafon. 
Tour flaughter'd multitudes, that fwell the ihore 
With monuments of death, proclaim lus courage s 
Virtue and liberty engrois his foul. 
And leave no place for perfidy or fear. 

LEONTIUS. 

I fcom a truft unwillingly repos'd ; 
Demetrius will not lead me to difhonour ; 
Confult in private, call me when your fcheme 
Is ripe for a<Stion, and demands the fword. [Goif^. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Leontius, fiay*, 

CALL 

Forgive an old man*s weaknefs. 
And ^lare the deepeft fecrets of my foul. 
My wrongs, ray fears, my motives, my defigns.— 
When unfttccefsfol wars, and civil fiidlions, 

Embroil'd 
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Embroird the Turkilh ftate, our Sultaa's ^tber, 
Qrcat Amurath, atmyrequeft, forJTook ^^ 
The cloiftefs cafe, refum*d the tottVing throne. 
And fiiatch'd the re'ms of abdicated pow'r 
From giddy Mahomet's unfkilful hand. 
This fir'd the youthful king's ambitious breaft: 
He murmurs vengeance at the name ofCali, 
And dooms my rafti fidelity to ruin. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Unhappy lot of all that fliine in courts. 
For forc'd compliance, or for zealous virtue. 
Still odious to the monarch or the people. 

CALL 

Such are the woes when arbitrary pow'r, 

And lawlefs paffion, hold the fword of juftice. 

If there be any land, as fame reports, 

Where common laws reftrain the prince and fubjcft, 

A happy land, where circulating powV 

Flows through each member of th' embodied ftate ; 

Sure, not unconfcious of the mighty bleiiing. 

Her grateful fons ihine bright with every virtue ; 

Untainted with the luft of innovation, 

Sure all unite to hold her league of rule 

Unbroken as the facred chain of nature, 

That links the jarring elements in peace, 

LBONTIUS. 

But fay, great Baifa, why the Sultan's anger. 
Burning in vain, delays the ftroke of death } 

CALL 

Young, and unfetded io his father's kingdoms. 
Fierce as he was, he dreaded to deftroy . 

The 
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The empire^s darling and the foldier*s boaft ; 

But now confirmed, and fwelling with his cotiquefts^' 

Seciyre he tramples my declining fame. 

Frowns unreftrainM, and dooms me with his eyes. 

DEMETRIUS. 

What can reverfe thy doom ? 

CALL 

' The tyrant's death. 

DEMETRIUS. 

But Greece is ftill forgot 

CALL 

On Afia's coaft, 
Whi ch lately blefs*d my gentle government. 
Soon as the Sultan's unexpected fate 
Fills all th' aftonifh'd empire with confufion. 
My policy (hall raife an eafy throne ; 
The Turkifh pow'rs from Europe fhall retreat^ 
Ai^d harrafs Greece no more with wafteful war. 
A galley mann'd with Greeks, thy charge, Leontius, 
Attends to waft us to repofe and fafety. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Thatveflel, ifobfervM, alarms the court. 
And gives a thoufand fatal queftions birth : 
Why ftor'd for flight ? and why prepar'd by Cali ? 

CALL 

This hour Fll beg^ with unfufpe6Ung face^ 
Leave to perform my pilgrimage to Mecca ; 
Which granted, hides my purpofe from the world, , 
And^ though refus'd^ conceals it from the Sultan. 

LEON- 
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LEONTIUS. 

How can a fingle hand attempt a life 
Which armies guard, and citadels enclofe ? 

CALr. 

Forgetful of command, with captive beauties. 
Far from his troops, he toys his hours away. 
A roving foldier feizM in Sophia's temple 
A virgin (hining with diftinguifli*d charms. 
And brought his beauteous plunder to the Sultan. 

DEMETRIUS. 

In Sophia's temple ! — ^What alarm ! — ^Proceed. 

CALL 

The Sultan gaz'd, he wondefd, and he lov'd : 
In paffion loft, he bade the conquering fair 
Renounce her faith, and be the Queen of Turkey. 
The pious maid, with modeft indignation. 
Threw back the glitt'ring bribe. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Celeftial goodnefs ! 
It muft, it muft be Ihe ; her name ? 

CALI. 

Afpalia. 

DEMETRIUS. '' 

What hopes, what terrors, rufli upon my foul ! 
O lead me quickly to the fcene of fate ; 
Break through the politician's tedious forms ; 
Afp^iia calls me, let me fly to fave her. 

LEONTIUS. 

Did Mahomet reproach or praife her virtue I 

CALI. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 IRENE; 

CALL 

His offers oft repeated, ftill refas'd, 
•At length rekindled his adcuftom'd fury, 
And chang'd th' endearing fmile and amorous whifper 
. To threats of torture, death, and violation. 

PEMSTRItrS. 

Thefe tedious narratives of frozen age 
Diftraft my foul ; difpatch thy lingering tale ; 
Say, did a voice from Heav'n reftrain the tyrant? 
Did interpoling angels guard her from him ? 

CALL 

Juft in the moment of impending fate, 
i^nother plumdVer brought the bright Irene ; 
Of equal beauty, but of fofter mien, 
Fear in her eye, fubmiffion on her tongue. 
Her mournful charms attracted his regards^ 
Difarm'd his rage, and in repeated viiits 
Gain'd all his heart ; at length his eager love 
To her transferr'd the offer of a crown. 

LBpNTIUS. 

Nor found again the bright temptation fail ? 

CALL 

Trembling to grant, nor daring to refufe, ' 
While Heav'n and Mahomet divide her fears. 
With coy carefles and with pleafing wiles 
She feeds his hopes, and fooths him to delay. 
For hef, repofe is banifh'd from the night. 
And bulinefs from the day. In her apartments 
He lives 

LBONTIUS. 

And there muil fall. 

CALL 
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Is hazardous. 



CALX. 

Bat yet th' attempt 



LEONTIIJS. 

Forbear to fpeak of hazards ; 
What has the wretch that has furviv'd his country^ 
His friends, his Uberty, to hazard ? 

CALX. 

Life. 

BBMBTRIUS. 

Th' ineftimable privilege of breathitig ! 
Important hazard ! What's that airy bubble^ 
When weighed with Greece, withVirtue, with Afpafia? 
A floating atom, duft that falls unheeded 
Into the adveriie fcale, nor ihakes the balance. 

CALL 

At leaft this day be calm — ^If we fucceed, 
Afpafia *s thine, and all thy life is rapture. -^ 
See ! Muftapha, the tyrant's nunion, comes; 
Inveft Leontius witli his new command ; 
And wait Abdalla's unfufpedled vifits : 
Remember Freedom, Glory, Greece, and Love. 

[Exeunt Demetrius and Leontias. 

SCENE IIL 

CALI, MUSTAPHA. 
MU8TAPHA. 

By what enchantment docs this lovely Greek 
Hold in her chains the captivated Sultan } 
He tires his fav'ritcs with Irene's praifc, 

And 

/ 
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And feeks the fhades to mufe upon Irene ; 
Irene ftcals unheeded from his tongue, 
And mingles unperceiv'd with ev'ry thought. 

CALL 

Why fhould the Sultan ihun the joys of beauty,^ 
Or arm his breaft againft the force of love ? 
Love, that with fweet viciffitude relieves 
The warrior's labours and the monarch's cares. 
But will Ihc yet receive the faith of Mecca ? 

MUSTAPHA. 

Thofe powerful tyrants of the female breaft. 
Fear and Ambition, urge her to compliance ; ' 
Drefs'd in each charm of gay magnificence, 
Alluring grandeur courts her to his. arms. 
Religion calls her from^ the wifh'd embrace, 
paints future joys, and points to difiant glories, 

^ . CALX. 

Soon will th' unequal coqteft be decided, n 
ProfpeAs, obfcur d by diftance, faintly ftrike ; 
Each pleafure brightens at its near approach. 
And ev'ry danger fliocks with double horror. 

MUSTAPHA. 

How fliall I fcorn the beautiful apoftate ! 
How will the bright Afpafia Ihine above her ! 

CALL 

Should Ihe, for profelytes are always zealous. 
With pious warmth receive our Prophet's law — 

MUSTAPHA. 

Heav'n will contemn the mercenary fervour. 
Which love gf grcatnefe, not of truth^ inflames. 

CALL 
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CALT. 

Ceafc, ceafe thy cenfures; for the Sultan comes 
Alone, with amVous hafte to fcek his love. 

SCENE IV. 

MAHOMET, CALI BASS A, MUSTAFHA. 
CALL 

Hail ! terror of the monarchs of the world, 
Unfliaken be thy throne as earth*s firm bafe. 
Live till the fun forgets to dart his beams. 
And weary planets loiter in their courfes ! 

MAHOMET. 

But, Oili, let Irene Ihare thy prayers ; 
For what is length of days without Irene ? 
I come from empty noife, and taftelcfs pomp^ 
From crowds that hide a monarch from^himielf. 
To prove the fweets of privacy and friendfhip. 
And dwell upon the beauties of Irene* 

CALL 

may her beauties laft unchanged by time. 
As thofe that blefs the manfions of the good ! 

MAHOMET. 

Each realm where beauty turns the graceful fhape. 
Swells the fair breaft or animates the glance. 
Adorns my palace with its brighteft virgins ; 
Yet, unacquainted with thefe foft emotions, 

1 walk'd fuperior through the blaze of charms, 
Prais'd without rapture, left without regret. 
Why rove 1 now, when abfent from my fair. 
From folitude to crowds, from crowds to folitude. 

Vol. I. E Still 
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Still rcftlefs, till I clafp the lovely maid. 
And eafe my loaded foul upon her bofom ? 

MUSTAPHA. 

Forgive, great Sultan, that intrufive duty 
Enquires the final doom of Menodorus, 
The GreciM counfellor, 

MAHOMET. 

Go fee him die ; 
His martial rhet'rick taught the Greeks refiftance ; 
Had they prevail'd, I ne'er had knowrt Irene. 

[£j^//.Muftapha. 

SCENE V. 

MAHOMET, CALL 
MAHOMET. 

Remote from tumult, in th' adjoining palace. 
Thy care ihall guard this trcafure of my foul ; 
There let Afpafia, fincc my Fair entreats it. 
With converfc chafe the melancholy moments. 
Sure, chiird with fixty winter camps, thy blood 
At light of female charms will glow no more. 

CALL 

Thefe years, unconquer'd Mahomet, demand 
Defires more pure, and other cares than Love. 
Long have I wifh'd, before our prophet's tomb. 
To pour my pray'rs for thy fuccefsful reign. 
To quit the tumults of the noify camp, ' 
And link into the lilent grave in peace. 

, MAHOMET. 

WAat ! think of peace while haughty Scanderbcg, 
Elate with conqueft, in his native mountains. 

Prowls 
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^ Prowls o'er the wealthy fpoj}^ of bleeding Turkey ! 
While fair Hungarians uncKhaufted valleys 
Pour forth their legions, ai;vd |:he roarjlng Patiube 
Rolls half hisiloods unheard through ihoutiQg camp^ i 
Nor could'fl: thou ns^re fujpport a life of iloth 
Than Amurath — 

CAtr. 
Still full ef Amurath ? [^de^ 

MAHOMET. 

Than Amurath, accuftom'd to command. 
Could bear his fon upoa the Turkifh throne. 

CALX. 

This pilgrimage our lawgiver ordain'd— 

MAHOMET. 

For thofe who could not pleafe by nobler fervice.— 
Our warlike Prophet loves an adlive faith. 
The holy flame of enterprlzing virtue. 
Mocks the dull vows of folitude and penance, 
And^corns the lazy hermit's cheap devotion. 
Shine thou, diftinguifh'd by fuperior merit. 
With wonted zeal purfue the talk of war. 
Till ev*ry nation reverence the Koran, 
And eVry fuppliant lift his eyes to Mecca. 

CALL 

This regal confidence, this pious ardour. 
Let prudence moderate, though not fupprcfs. 
Is not each realm that fmiles with kinder funs, 
Or boafts a happier foil, already thine ? 
Extended empire, like expanded gold, 
• Exchanges folid ftrength for feeble fplendour. 

J£ i . MAHOM^t., 
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MAHOMET. 

Preach thy dull politicks to vulgar kings, 
Thou know*ft not yet thy maftefs future greatnefs, 
tlis vaft deligns, his plans of boundiefs pow'r. 
When cv>y ftorm in my domain fhall roar. 
When evVy wave fliall beat a Turkifti fhorc ; 
Then, Cali, Ihall the 'foils of battle ceafe. 
Then dream of prayer, and pilgrimage,, and peace. 

[Exeunt. 



ACT II. 

SCENE L 

ASPASIA, IRBNE. 
IRENB. 



' AsPASIA, yet purfue the facred theme ; 
Exhauft the ftores of pious eloquence, 
And teach me to repel the Sultan's paffion. 
Still at Afpafia's voice a fudden rapture 
Exalts my foul, and fortifies my heart. 
The glitt'ring vanities of empty greatnefs, 
The hopes and fears, the joys and pains of life, 
Diffolve in air, and vanilh into nothing. 

ASPASIA. 

" Let nobler hopes and jufter fears fucceed. 
And bar the paffes of Irene's mind 
Againft returning guilt, 

IRENE* 

. . When thou art abfent. 

Death rifes to my view, with all his terrors ; 

Then 
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Then vifions, horrid as a murd*rer*s dreams. 
Chill my refolves^ and blaft my blooming virtue : 
Stern Torture ihakes his bloody fcourge before mt^ 
And Anguiih gnaihes on tlie fatal wheel. 

ASPASIA. 

Since fear predominates in ev*ry thought. 

And fways thy breaft with abfolute dominion. 

Think on th* infulting fcorn, the confcious pangs^ 

The future miseries that wait th' apoftate ; 

So fhall Timidity affift thy reafon, 

And Wifdom into virtue turn thy frailty. 

IRENE. 

Will not that Power that fprm'd the heart of woman> 
And wove the feeble texture of her nerves. 
Forgive thofe fears that ihake the tender frame ? 

ASPASIA. 

The wcakn^fs we lament, ourfelves create ; 
Inftrudled from our infant years to court. 
With counterfeited fears, the aid of map. 
We learn to fhudder at the ruftling breeze. 
Start at the light, and tremble in the dark ; 
Till, afFeftation ripening to belief. 
And Folly frighted at her own chimeras. 
Habitual cowardice ufurps the foul. 

IRENE. 

Not all like thee can brave the fhocks of fate. 
Thy foul, by nature great, enlarged by knowledge^ 
Soars unincumbered with our idle cares, 
And all Afpafia, but her beauty^ 's man. 

E 3 ASPASIA. 
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ASP ASIA. 

Each- generous fentiment is thine, Demetrius, 
Whofe feul, perhaps, yet mindful of Afpafia, 
Now hovers o'er this melancholy itia<|e, 
' Well pleased to find thy precepts not forgotten, 
O ! could the grave reftore the pious hero. 
Soon would his art or valour fet us free. 
And bear us fiir from fervitude and crimes. 

iaENB% 

He yet may live. 

ASPASIA. 

Alas ! delufive dream ! 
T^oo well I know him ; his immoderate courage, 
Th' impetuous Tallies of exceffive virtue. 
Too ftrong for love, have hurried him on death. 

SCENE 11. 

ASPASIA, IRENE, CALI, ABDALLA. . 
CiVLl TO A B DAL LA, At thbv adtamcc. 

Behold our future Sultanefs, Abdalla ; — 
Let artful flattVy now, to lull fufpicion. 
Glide through Irene to the Sultan's ear, 
Wouldft thou iubdue th* obdurate cannibal 
To tender friendfhip, praife him to his miftrefs. 

[To. IREN'EJ 

Well m^y thofe eyes-that view theft heav'nly charms 
.Rejc<5t the daughters of contending kings ; 
For what are pompous titles, proud alliance. 
Empire or wealth, to excellence like thine i 

ABDALLA« 
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ABDALLA. 

Receive th* irtipatient Sultan to thy arms ; 
And may a long pofterity of monarths, 
The pride and terror of fucceeding days, 
Rife from the happy bed ; and future queens 
DifRife Irene's beauty through the world ! 

IRENE. 

Can Mahomet's imperial hand defcend 
To clafp a flave ? or can a foul like miiie, 
Unus*d to powvy and fcwm'd for humbler fcenes. 
Support the fplendid miferies of greatnefs ? 

CALL 

No regal pageant deck'd with cafual honours, 
Scorn'd by his fubjedts, trampled by his foes. 
No feeble tyrant of a petty ftate, 
Courts thee to. (hake on a dependant throne ; 
Born to command, as thou to charm mankind. 
The Sultan from himfelf derives his greatnefs. 
Obferve, bright maid, as his refiftlefs voice '^ 
Drives on the tempeft of deftrucftive war. 
How nation after nation falls before him. 

ABDALLA. 

At his dread name the dlftant mountains ihake 
Their cloudy fummits, and the fohs of fiercenefs. 
That range uncivilized from rock to rock, 
Diftruft th' eternal fortrefles of Nature, 
And wifh their gloomy caverns more obfcure. 

ASPASIA. 

Forbear this lavifti pomp of dreadful praife ; 
The horrid images of war and flaughter 
Renew our forrows, and awake our fears. 

B 4 ABDALLA. 
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ABDAI«LA. 

Cali, methinks yon waving trees afford 
A doubtful glimpfc of our approaching friends; 
Juft as I marked them they forfook the (hore, 
And turn*d their hafty fteps towards the garden. 

CALL 

Conduft thefe queens, Abdalla, to the palace : 
Such heav'nly beauty, form'd for adoration. 
The pride of monarchs, the reward of conqueft ! 
Such beauty muil: not ihine to vulgar eyes. 



SCENE IIL 

C ALI9 iOLut. 

Jtlow Heaven, in from of human arrogance. 
Commits to trivial chance the fate of nations ! 
While with inceffant thought laborious man 
Extends his mighty fchemes of wealth and powV, 
And towers and triumphs in ideal greamefs ; 
Some accidental guft of oppoiition 
Blafts all the beauties of his new creation, 
Overturns the fabrick of prefumptuous rcafon. 
And whelms the fwelling architect beneath it. 
Had not the breeze untwinM the meeting boughs. 
And through the parted fhade difclos*d the Greeks, 
Th' important hour had pafs*d unheeded by. 
In all the fweet oblivion of delight. 
In all the fopperies of meeting lovers ; 
In fighs and tears, in tranfports and embraces. 
In foft complaints, and idle proteitations. 

SCENE 
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SCENE IV, 

CALIy DEMBXRIUS^ LBONTI17S. 
CALL 

Could omens fright the refolute and wife. 
Well might we fear impending difappdntments. 

LBONTXUS* 

Your artful fuit, your monarch's fierce denial. 
The cruel doom of haplefs Menodorus. 

DEMETRIUS. 

And your new charge^ that dear^ thatheav^nlymaid.— 

LBONTIUS. 

All this we know already from Abdalla. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Such flight defeats but animate the bra^e 
To ilronger efforts and maturer counfels. 

CALI* 

My doom confirm^ eftablifhes my purpofe. 
Calmly he heard till Amurath*s refumption 
Rofe to his thought, and fet his foul on fire : 
When from his lips the fatal name burfl out, 
A fudden paufe th* imperfe A fenfe fufpended, 
I^ike the dread fiillnefs of condenfing ftorms. 

DBMETRttrS. 

The loudcfl cries of Nature urge us forward ; 
Defpotic rage purfues the life of Call ; 
His groaniAg country claims Leontius* aid ; 
And yet another voice, forgive me, Greece, 

The 
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The powerful voice of Love inflames Demetrius^ 
Each lingVing hour alarms mc for Afpalia. 

CALX. 

. What pafHons reign among thy crew, Lcontius ? 
Does cheerlefs diffidence opprefs their hearts ? 
Or fprightly hope exalt their kindling fpirits ? 
Do they with pain reprefs the ftruggling fliout. 
And liften eager to the rifing wind ? 

I<80NT1US. 

All there is hope, and gaiety, and courage. 
No cloudy doubts, or languifhing delays ; 
Ere I could range them on the crowded deck, . 
At once an hundred voices tfavinder*d round me. 
And ev*ry voice was Liberty and Greece. 

DEMBTRIUS. 

Swift let US ftifh upOft the tarelefs tyrant. 
Nor give him leifure for another crime. 

Then let us iiow refolve, nor idly wafte 
Another hour in dull deliberation. 

But fe^, wh^re, dcftrn'd to prottaA our cotinfels. 
Comes Muftaphd. — ^Your Tdrkilh robes conceal you. 
Retire with fpeed, while I prepare to meet him 
With artificial fmiles^ and feeming friendfhip. 



SCENE 
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SCENE V. 

CALI, MtrsTAPHA, 
CALX. 

I fee the gjoom that Ipw'rs upon thy biow; 
Thefe days of love and pleafure charm not thee; 
Too flow thefe gentle conftellations roll ; 
Thou long'ft for ilars that frown on human kind^ 
And fcatter difcord from their baleful beama. 

MUSTAPHA. 

How bleft art thou^ flill jocund and ferene^ 
Beneath the load of bulinefs^ and of years ! 

CAM. 

Sure, by fo^c wondVous fympathy of foal^^ 
My heart ftill beats refponlive to the Sukan*s^ 
I (hare, by fccret initinft, aU his joySy 
And feel no forrow while my fov' reign fmiles, 

MUSTAPHA. 

The Sultan comes^ impatient for his low % 
Condudl her hither ; let no rude intrufion 
Molefl: thefe private walks, or care invade 
Thefe hours affign'd to Pleafure and Irene* 

SCENE VL 

MAHOMET, MUSTAPHA. 
MAHOMET. 

Now, Muftapha, purfue thy tale of horror, 
Has treafon*s dire infedlion reached my palace ? 

Can 
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Can Call dare the ftrokc of heav'nly juftice 
In the dark precincts of the gaping grave. 
And load with perjuries his parting foul ? 
Was it for this, that, fick'ni|g in Epirus, 
My father caird me to his couch of death. 
Join d Cali's hand to mine, and fault'ring cry'd, 
Reftrain the fervour of impetuous youth 
With venerable Cali's faithful couafels ? 
Are thefe the counfels, this the faith of Call ? 
Were all our favours lavilh'd on a villain ? 
Confcft? 

MITSTAPHA. 

Confcft by dying Menodorus. 
In his laft agonies the gafping coward, 
Amidft the tortures of the burning fteel. 
Still fond of life, groaned out the dreadful fecret. 
Held forth this fatal fcroll, then funk to nothing. 

MAHOMETy IXAMINIKO thx papir. 

His correfpondcnce with our foes of Greece ! 
His hand! his feal ! The fecrets of my foul 
Conceal'd from all but him ! All, all confpirc 
To baniih doubt, and brand him for a villain ! 
Our fchemes for ever crofs'd, our mines difcover*d, 
BetrayM fome traitor lurking near my bofom. 
Oft have I rag'd, when their wide-wafting cannon 
Lay pointed at our battVies yet unform*d. 
And broke the meditated lines of war. 
Detefted Cali too, with artful wonder. 
Would Ihake his wily head, and clofely whifper. 
Beware of Muftapha^ beware of treafon. 

M17STA- 
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MUSTAPHA. 

The faith of Muftapha difdains fufpicion ; 
But yet, great Emperor, beware of treafon ; 
Th* infidious Baffa, fif d by difappointment — 

MAHOMET. 

Shall feel the vengeance of an injur'd king/ 
Go, feize him, load him with reproachful chains ; 
Before th* aflembled troops proclaim his crimes ; 
Then leave him ftreteh'd upon the ling'ring rack, 
Araidiir the camp to howl his life away. 

MUSTAPHA. 

Should we before the troops proclaim his crimes, 
I dread his arts of feeming innocence. 
His bland addrefs, and forcery of tongue ; 
And, ihould he fall unheard by fudden juftice, 
Th' adoring foldiers would revenge their idol. 

MAHOMET. 

Cali, this day, with hypocritic zeal. 
Implored my leave to vifit Mecca's temple ; 
Struck with the wonder of a ftatefman*s goodnefs, 
I rais'd his thoughts to more fublime devotion. 
Now let him go, purfu d by filcnt wrath. 
Meet unexpected daggers in his way. 
And in fome dlftant land obfcurely die. 

MUSTAPHA. 

There will his boundlefs wealth, the fpoil of Aiia, 
Heap'd by your father's ill-plac'd bounties on him, 
Difperfe rebellion through the Eaftem world ; 
Bribe to his caufe, and lift beneath his banners, 

a Arabia's 
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Arabians roving troop?^ the fons-of fwiftnefs. 
And arm the Perfian heretick; agakift di^p j 
There fhall he wafte thy frontiers, check thyconquefts, 
And, though at length fubdu'd, elude thy Vengeance. 

MAHQMET. 

Elude my vengeance \ No — My troops fljall rang» » 
Th* eternal fnows that freeze beyond Maeotis^ • 
And Africk*s torrid fands, in fearch of Call* . 
Should the fierce North upon his frozen wings 
Bear him almpfl; above the wondering clouds. 
And feat him in the Pleiads' golden chariots, 
Thence fhall my fury drag him down to tortures; 
Wher^vpT guilt can fly,, revenge can follow^ 

MUSTAPHA. 

Wilt thou difmifs the favage from the toils, 
Only to hunt him round the ravaged world ? 

MAHOMET, 

Sufpend his fentence — Empire and Irene 
Claim my divided foul. This wretch, unworthy 
To mix. with nobler cares, TU tlirow afide 
For idlf houjs, and crufh him at my leifure. 

MUSTAPHA, 

Let not th* unbounded greatnefs of his mind 
Betray my king to negligence of danger, 
. Perhaps the clouds of dark confpiracy 
Now*roU foil fraught with thundei-o'cr your head. 
Twice fince the morning rofe I faw the Baljk^ 
Like a fell adder fwellipg in a brake^ 
Beneath the covert of this 'verdaiJt a:rch 

In 
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In private confeirciaee ; Jbiefidc him iiipod 
Two men unknown., the ^wtiajei!? of hi» bofom .| 
I mark'd them well, and trac'd in either face 
The gloomy refolutipn, horrid greatnefs,, 
And ftern compofure, of defpairing heroes ; 
And, to confirm my thought, at fight of me. 
As blafted by my prefence, they withdrew 
With all the fpeed of terror and of guilt. 

MAHOMET. 

The ftrong emotions of my troubled foul 
Allow no paufe for art or for contrivance ; 
And dark perplexity diftradls my counfels. 
Do thou refolve : for fee Irene comes i '1 
At her approach each ruder guft of thought ' 
Sinks like the fighing of a tempeft fpent. 
Add gales of fofter paffion fan my bofom. 

[Cali enters with Irene, and exit zvitb Muftapha. 

SCENE vir. 

MAHOMET, IRENE, 
MAHOMET. 

Wilt thou'defcend, fair daughter of perfediion, 
To hear my vows, and give mankind a queen ? 
Ah ! ceafe, Irene, ceafe thofe flowing forrows, 
Thatjmelt a heart impregnable till now. 
And tu:rn thy thoughts henceforth to love and empire. 
How will the matchlefs beauties of l^ene. 
Thus bright in tears, "thus amiable in ruin. 
With all the graceful pride of greatnefs hcigJiten'd, 

Amidft 
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Amidft the blaze df jewels and of gold^ 
Adorn a throne, and dignify dominion ! 

IRENE. 

Why all this glare of fplcndld eloquence. 
To paint the pageantries of guilty ftate i 
Muft I for thefe renounce the hope of Heaven, 
Immortal crowns, and fiilnefs of enjoyment? 

MAHOMET. 

Vain raptures all — For your inferior natures, 
Form'd to delight, and happy by delighting, 
Heav'n has refervM no future paradife, 
But bids you rove the paths of blifs, fecure 
Of total death, and carelefs of hereafter ; 
While Heaven's high minifter, whofe awful volume 
Records each a<ft, each thought of fov'reign man. 
Surveys your plays with inattentive glance. 
And leaves the lovely trifier unregarded- 

IRENE. 

Why then has Nature's vain munificeilce 
Profufely pour'd her bounties upon woman ? 
Whence then thofe charms thy tongue has deign d to 

flatter, 
That air refiftlefs, and enchanting blufh, 
Unlefs the beauteous fabrick was defign'd 
A habitation for a fairer foul ? 

MAHOMET. 

Too high, bright maid, thou rat'ft exterior grace r 
Not always do the faireft flow'rs difFufe 
The richeft odours, nor the fpeckled ihells 

Conceal 
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Conceal the gem ; let female arrogance 
Obferve the feathered wandVers of the Iky; 
With purple varied and bedroppM with gold. 
They prune the wing^ and fpread the glofly plumes, 
Ordain'd, like you, to flutter and to Ihine, 
And cheer the weary pafl^enger with mufick* 

tRENB. 

Mean. as we are, tljis tyrant of the world 
Implores our fmiles, and trembles at our feet. 
Whence flow the hopes and fears, defpair and rapture. 
Whence all the blifs and agonies of love? 

MAHOMET. 

Why, when the balm of fleepdefcends on man. 
Do gay delufions, wand' ring o*er the brain. 
Sooth the delighted foul with empty blifs ? 
To want give aflluence ? and to flav'ry freedom ? 
Such are love*s joys, the lenitives of life, 
A fancy'd treafure and a waking dream. 

IRENE. 

Then let me once, in honour of our fex, 

Aifume the boaftful arrogance of man. 

Th* attraAive foftnefs, and th' endearing fmile. 

And powVful glance, *tis granted are our own ; 

Nor has impartial Nature's frugal hand 

Exhaufted all her nobler gifts on you. 

Do not we ihare the comprehenfive thought, 

Th' enlivening wit, the penetrating reafon ? 

Beats npt the female bread with generous paffions. 

The thirft of empire, and the love of glory ? 

Vol. I, F maho-> 
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MAHOMET. 

lUuftrious maid, new wonders fix me thine^ 
Thy foul completes the triumphs of thy fece. 
f thought (forgive, my Fair,) the nobleft aim^ 
The ftrohgeft effort of a female foul. 
Was biit to chufe the graces of the day. 
To tune the tongue, to teach the eye to roll, 
Difpofe the colours of the flowing robe. 
And add new rofes to the feded cheek. 
Will it noti;harm a mind like thine exaltedj^ 
To fhine the goddefs of apfdauding. nations. 
To fcatterhappinefs and plenty round thee. 
To bid the proftrate captive rife and live. 
To fee new cities tow'r at thy command^ 
And blafled kingdoms flounihat thyiiuile? 

Charm'd with the thought of blefling human kind, , 
Too calm I liften to the flattering founds. 

MAHOMET. 

O feize the power to blefs — Irene's nod 
Shall break the fetters of the groaning Chriflian f 
Greece, in her lovely patronefs fecure. 
Shall mourn no more her plundef d palaces. 

Forbear— O do not urge me to tny ruhi ! 

MAHOMBT. 

Toftate and pow'r I court thee, not to ruin : 
Smile on my wifhes, and comniand the globe. 

Security 
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Security ihall fpread her flxield before thee. 
And Lovp infold thee with his dowoy wings. 
If greatnefs pleafe thee, mount th* imperial feat; 
If pleajTure charai thee, view this foft retreat; 
Here eV'ry warbler of the Iky Ihall fing ; 
Here ev'ry fragrance breathe of ev*ry fpring : 
To deck thcfe bow'rs each region fhall combine. 
And e*en our Prophet's gardens envy thine : 
En^pire and love fliall fliare the blifsful day. 
And varied life fteal unperceiv*d away^ 

ZExeunt. 



ACT III. 

SCENE I. 

CALI, ABDALLA. 

[Cali enters with a difcontented Air ; to him enters 

ABDALLA.] 
CALL 

Is this the fierce conlpirator Abdalla ? 

Is this the reftlefs diligence of treafon ? 

Where baft thou lingered while th' encomber'd hours 

Fly laboring with the &te of future nations. 

And hungry ilaughter fcents imperial blood ? 

ABDALLA. 

Important cares detained me from your counfels. 

F % CALU 
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CALL 

Some petty paflion ! fomc domeftic trifle ! 
Some vain amufement of a vacant foul ! 
A weeping wife, perhaps, or dying friend, 
Hung oh your neck, and binder'd your departure. 
Is this a time for foftnefs or for forrow ? 
Unprofitable, peaceful, female virtues ! 
When eager vengeance fliews a naked foe. 
And' kind ambition points the way togreatnefs. 

ABDALLA. 

Muft then ambition's votaries infringe 

The laws of kindnefs, break the- bonds of nature,' 

And quit the names of brother^ firicnd, and fatheri 

CALI, 

This fov'reign paflion, fcornful of reflrraint. 
E'en from the birth afte6ls fupteme command. 
Swells in the breafl", and with refiftlefs force 
O'crbears each gentler motion of the mind. 
As when a deluge overfpreada the plains. 
The wandVing rivulet, and lilver lake. 
Mix undiAinguiftiM in the gen'ral roar. 

ABDALLA. 

Yet can Ambition in Abdalla's breaft 
Claim but the fecond place : there mighty Love ■ 
Has fix'd his hopes, inquietudes, and fears, . * 

His glowing wiflies, and his jealous pangs. 

CALL 

. Love is indeed the privilege of youth ; 
Yet on a day like this, when expeftation 
Pants for the dread event-*- But let us reafon — 

ABDALLA. 
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abpaiIla. 

Haft thou grown old amidft the crowd of courts^ 
And turn'd th' inftrudlive page of human life. 
To cant, at laft, of reafon to a lover ? 
Such ill-tim*d gravity, fuch ferious folly. 
Might well befit the folitary ftudent, 
Th' unpradlis'd dervife, or fequefterM faquir. 
Know'ft thou not yet, when Love invades the Soul, 
That all her faculties receive his chains ? 
That Reafon gives her fceptre to his hand. 
Or only ftruggles to be more enflav'd ? 
Afpafia, yiho can look upon thy beauties ?. 
Who hear thee -QfeSk, and not abandon reafon ? 
Reafon ! the 5bary dotard's dull direftrefs, 
That lofes )^} becaufe ftie hazards nothing ! 
Reafon! the- tim'rous pilot, that, tofliun 
The rocks of life, for ever flies the port ! 

CALL 

But why this fudden warmth ? 

ABDALLA. 

Becaufe I love : 
Becaufe my flighted pafllon burns in vain ! 
Why roars the lionefs diftrcfs'd by hunger ? 
Why foams the fweiling wave when tempefts rife ? 
Why fhakes the ground when fub terraneous fires 
Fierce through the burfl:ing caverns rend tjieir way ? 

CALL 

Not till this day thou faw'fl: this fetal fair ; 
Did ever paflion make fo fwift a progrefs ? 
Once more refleft, fupprefs this infant folly. 

F3 ABDALLA. 
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ABDAL&A. 



Grofs fires, enkindled by a mortal hand, 

Spread by degrees, and dread th' oppreffing ftream ; 

The fubder flames emitted from the iky 

Flaih out at once, with ftrength above refifiance. 

CALL 

Ho^ did Afpafia welcome your addrefs ? 
Did you proclaim this unexpeAed conqueft ^ 
Or pay with fpeaking eyes a lover's homage ? 

ABDALLA. 

Confounded, awM, and loft in admiraticMi, 

I gaz'd, I trembled ; but I could not fpeak ; 

When e*en as love was breaking oflf from wonder. 

And tender accents quiverM on my lips. 

She mark'd my fparkling eyes, and heaving breaft, 

Andfmiling, confciousof her charms, withdrew. 

[Enter Demetrius aud Leontius. 

CALL 

Now be fome moments mafter of thyfelf ; 
Nor let Demetrius know thee for a rival. 
Hence ! or be calm — To difagree is ruin. 

SCENE 11. . 

CALI^ DEMETRIUS, LEONTIUS, ABBALLA. 
DEMETRIUS. 

When will occaiion fmile upon our wiflles, 
And give the tortures of fufpence a period ? 
Still muft we linger in uncertain hope i 

Still 
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Still langui(h in our chain$> and dream of freedom^ 

Like tUirfty £3|i)ors gazing on the clouds, 

Till burning death ihoots through their withered 

limbs ? 

CALL 

Deliverance is at hand ; for Turkey's tyrant. 
Sunk in his pleafures, confident and gay. 
With all the hero's duH fecurity, 
Truftft to my car« his.miftrefs and his life. 
And laughs and wantons in the jaws of death, 

X.EONTIUS. 

So weak i&man when deftin'd to deftrudion I-— 
The watchful ilumber, and the crafty truftt 

CALL 

At my command yon iron gates unfold ; 
At my command the centbels retire ; 
With all the licence of authority. 
Through bowing jlaves, I range the private rooms^ 
And of to-morrow's adkion fix the fcenc. I 

i 

DEMBTRIUS. I 

To-monow*8 aftion f Can that hoary wifdom. 
Borne down with years, ftill doat upon to-morrow ! 
That fatal miftrefs of the young, the lazy, 
The coward, and tlie fool, condemned to lofc 
An ufelefs life in waiting for to-morrow, 
To gaze with longing eyes upon to-morrow. 
Till interpofing death deftroys the profpeft ! 
Strange ! that this genVal fraud from day to day 
Should fill the world with wretches undeteiSted. 

F4 The 
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The foldicr, lab'ring through a winter's march. 
Still fees to-morrow dreft in robes of triumph ; 
Still to the lover's long-expe(Sking arms 
To-morrow brings the vifionary bride. 
But thou, too old to bear another cheat. 
Learn, that the prefent hour alone is man's. 

LEONTIUS. 

The prefent hour with open arms invites ; 
Seize the kind fair, and prefs her to thy bofom. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Wlio knows, ere this important morrow rife. 
But fear or mutiny may taint the Greeks ? 
Who knows, if Mahomet's awaking anger 
May fpare the fatal bow-ftring till to-morrow ? 

ABDALLA. 

Had our firft Afian foes but known this ardour. 
We ftill had wander'd on Tartarian hills. 
Roufe, Cali ; Ihall the fons of conquer'd Greece 
Lead us to danger, and abalh their vigors ? 
This night with all her confcious ftars be witncfs. 
Who merits moft, Demetrius or Abdalla, 

DEMETRIUS. 

Who merits moft ! — I knew not we were rivals, 

CALL 

Young man, forbear— The heat of youth, no more— 
Well, — 'tis decreed — ^This night fliall fix our fate. 
Soon as the veil of evening clouds the Iky, 
With cautious fecrecy, Lcontius, fleer 

TU'ap- 
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Th* appointed veflel to yon fliaded bay, 

Form'd by this garden jutting on the deep ; 

There, with your foldiers arm'4, and fails expanded. 

Await our coming, equally prepar'd 

For fpeedy flight, or obftinate defence. [Exit Leont; 

SCENE III. 

CALI, ABBALLA^ DEMBTRIUS* 
DEMETRIUS. 

Now paufe, great Baifa, from the thoughts of tdood* 

And kindly grant an ear to gentler founds. 

If e*er thy youth has known the pangs of abfence. 

Or felt th' impatience of obftrudted love, 

Give me, before th* approaching hour of fete. 

Once to behold the charms of bright Afpafia, 

And draw new virtue from her heav'nly tongue^ 

CALI« 

Let prudence, ere the fuit be farther urgM, 
Impartial weigh the pleafure with the danger. 
A little longer, and Ihe 's thine for ever. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Prudence and love confpire in this requeft. 
Left, unacquainted with our bold attempt, 
Surprize o'erwhelm her, and retard our flight. 

CALL 

What I can grant, you cannot alk in vain— 

DEMETRIUS. 

I go to wait thy call ; this kind confent 
Completes the gift of freedom and of life. [Exk Dem. 

SCENE 
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SCENE IV. 

CALI, ABDALLA. 
ABOALLA. . 

And this is my reward — to burn, tolanguifli. 
To rave unheeded ; while the happy Greek, 
The refufe of our fwocds^ the drols of our conqueft, 
Throws his fond arms about Afpafia's neck, 
Dwells on her lips, and lighs upon her breaft. 
I8*t not enough he lives by our indulgence. 
But be muft live to make his mafters wretched ? 

' , CAH. 

What claim haft thou to plead ? 

ABDALLA. 

The claim of powV, 
Th* unqueftion'd claim of conquerors and kings ! 

CALL 

Yet in the ufe of pow'r remember juftice. 

ABDALLA. 

Can then th* affal&n lift his treacherous hand 
Againft his king, and cry, remember juftice ? 
Juftice demands the forfeit life of Gdi ; 
Juftice demands that I reveal your crimes ; 
Juftice demands — but fee th' approaching Sultan ! 
Oppofe my willies, and — remember juftice* 

CALL 

Diforder fits upon thy face — retire. 

[£x/7 Abdalla, rn/^r Mahomet. 

SCENE 
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SCENE V. 

CALI9 MAHOMET. 
CALL 

Long be the Stdtan blefsM with happy love ! 
My zaU marks gladnefs dawning on thy cheeky 
With raptures fuch as fire the Pagan crowds. 
When, pale and anxious for their years to come^ 
They fee the fun furmount the dark eclipfe^ 
And hail unanimous their conquering god. 

MAHOMET. 

My vows, 'tis true, Ihe hears with lefs averfioii; 
She fighs, ihe bluihes, but ihe flill denies. _ 

CALI# 

With wanner courtihip prcfs the yielding fair : 
Call to your aid, with boundlefs promifes, . 
Each rebel wiih, each traitor inclination. 
That raifes tumults in the female breail. 
The lore of pow'r, of pleafure, and of Ihow. 

MAHOMET. 

Thefe arts I try*d, and, to inflame her more. 
By hateful bufinefs hurried from her fight, 
I bade a hundred virgins wait around her. 
Sooth her with all the pleafures of command. 
Applaud her charms, and court her to be great. 

[ExU Mahomet* 

SCENE 
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SCENE VI. 

CALIy lOLVt. 

He 's gone — ^Here reft, my foul, thy fainting wing, 

Here recoUeft thy diffipated f)ovv'rs. 

Our diftant int'refts, and our difFVcnt pailions. 
Now hafte to mingle in one comthon center. 
And fate lies crowded in a narrow fpace. 
Yet in that narrow fpace what dangers rife ! — 
Far more Idrqad Abdalla's fiery folly. 
Than all the wifdom of the grave divan. 
Reafon with reafon fights on equal terms ; 
The raging madman's unconnedled fchemes 
We cannot obviate, for we cannot guefs. 
Deep in my breaft be treafur'd this refolve, 
When Cali mounts the throne, Abdalla dies. 
Too fierce, too faithlefs, for negleft or truft. 

[^Enter Irene with Attendants. 

SCENE VII. 

CALIy IRENEi ASPASIAy 3(0. 
CALL 

Amidft the fplendor of encircling beauty, 
Superior majefty proclaims thee queen. 
And nature juftifies our monarch's choice. 

IRENE. 

Refcrve this homage for fome other fair ; 
Urge me not op to glitt'ring guilt, nor pour 
In my weak ear th' intoxicating founds. 

CALL 
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CALL 

Make hafte, bright maid, to rule the willing w6rld j 
Aw'd by the rigour of the Sultan's juftice. 
We CQurt thy getitknefs. 

ASPASIA. 

Can Call's voice 
Concur to prefs a haplefs captjve^s ruin ? 

CALX. 

Long yNfm\d my zeal for Mahomet and thee 
Detain me here. But nations call upon me. 
And duty bids me choofe a diftant walk. 
Nor taint with care the privacies of love. 

SCENE VIII. 

IRENE, ASPASIA) attendants. 
ASPASIA. 

If yet this fliining pomp, thefe fudden honours, 
*Swell not thy foul beyond advice or friendfhip. 
Nor yet infpire the follies of a queen, 
Or tune thme ear to foothing adulation, 
Sufpend awhile the privilege of pow'r 
To hear the voice of Truth ; difmifs thy train, 
Shake off th' incumbrances of ftate a moment. 
And lay the tow'ring fultanefs afide, 

[Irene Jigns to her attendants to retire. 
While I foretel thy fate ; that office done, — 
No miore, I boaft th' ambitious name of friend, 
^t fink among thy flaves without a murmur. 
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IRENE. 

Did regal diadems inveft my brow^ 

Tet ihould my foul, ftill faithfol to her choice^ 

Efteem Afpaiia's breaft the nobleft kiagdom. 

ASPA8IA. 

The foul, once tainted with fo foul a crime, 

No more fhall glow with friendfhip*s hallowed ardour: 

Thofe holy Beings, whofe fiipcrior care 

Guides erring mortals to the paths of virtue^ 

Affrighted at impiety like thine, 

Refign their charge to hafends aod to ruin. 

IRENE. 

Upbraid me not with fancied wickednefs ; 

I am not yet a queen or an apoftate. 

But fhould I fin beyond the hope qf mf rcy. 

If, when religion prompts me to refufe. 

The dread of inftant death reftrains my tongue ? 

ASTASIA. 

Reflect that life and death, affeaing fottods ! 
Are only varied modes of endlefs being ; 
RefleA that life, like ev'ry other bleffiag. 
Derives its value from its nfe alone ; 
Not for itfelf, but for a nobler end, 
Th* Eternal gave it, and that end is virtue. 
When inconfiftent with a greater good, 
Reafon commands to cail the lefs away ; 
Thus life, with lofs of wealth is well prefervM, 
Aod virtue cheaply iav^d with lofs of life. 
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If built on fetded thought, this confiancy 
Not idly flutters on a boaflfal tongue. 
Why, when deftruftion rag'd around our walls. 
Why fled this haughty heroine from the battle ? 
Why then did not this warlike Amazon 
Mix in the war, and ihine among the heroes ? 

ASPASIA. 

Heav'n, when its hand poured foftnefs on our limbs. 
Unfit for toil» aod poliCh'd into weaknefs, 
Made paffive fortitude the praife of woman : 
Our only arms are innocence And meekoefs. 
Not then with raring cries I fiird the city ; 
But, while Demetrius, dear lamented name ! 
Pow'*d ftorms of fire upon our fierce invaders, 
ImplorM th* Eternal Pow*r to fhield my counti:}'', 
With filent forrows, and with calm devotion. 

IRENE* 

O ! did Irene fhine the queen of Turkey, 

No more fhould Greece lament thofe pray'rs rejefled ; 

Again fhould golden fplendor grace her cities. 

Again her proffarate palaces fhould rife. 

Again her temples found with holy mufick : 

No more fhould danger fright, or want difirefs 

The fmiling widows, and protedled orphans. 

ASPA5IA. 

J8e virtuous ends purfu*d by virtuous means. 
Nor think th* intention fan6lifics the deed: 
That maxim, publifliM in an impious age. 
Would loofe the wild en^hufiafl: to deftroy, 

6 And 
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And fix the fierce ufurper's bloody title ; 
Then Bigotry might fend her flaves to war^ 
And bid fuccefs become the tell of truth : 
Unpitying malfacre might wafte the world. 
And perfecution boafl the call of Heaven. 

Shall I not wifli to cheer affli6led kings. 
And plan the happincfe of mourning millions ? 

ASTASIA. 

Dream not of powV thou never canft attain : 
When focial laws firft barmonis'd the world, 
Superior man poflTefs'd the charge of rule. 
The fqale of juftice, and the fword of power,. 
Nor lefl us aught but flattery and flate. 

IRENE. 

To me my lover's fondnefs will reftore 
Whate'er man's pride has ravilVd from our fex. 

ASPASIA. 

When foft fecurity ihall prompt the Sultan, 
Freed from tlie tumults of unfettled conqueft. 
To fix his court, and regulate his pleafures. 
Soon Ihall the dire feraglio's horrid gates 
Clofe like th* eternal bars of death upon thee. 
Immur'd, and buried in perpetual floth. 
That gloomy flumber of the ftagnant foul, 
There fhalt thou view from far the quiet cottage. 
And figh for chearful poverty in vain ; 
There wear the tedious hours of life away, 
Beneath each curfe of unrelenting Heav'n, 
Defpair and flavVy, folitude and guilt. 

IRENK* 
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IRENE. 

There lliall we find the yet untafted blifs 
Of grandeur and tranquillity combin d. 

. ( . ■ li 

ASPASIA. 

Tranquillity and guilt, disjoined by Heaven, 
Still ftretch in vain their longing arms a&r ; 
Nor dare lb pafs th* infuperable bound. 
Ah ! let me rather feek the convent's cell ; 
There when my thoughts, at interval of prayV, 
Defcend to range thefe manfions of misfortune. 
Oft' ihalll dwell on our difaHrous friendilup. 
And Ihed the pitying tear for loft Irene.^ 

IRENE. 

Go, languiih on in dull obfcurity ; 
Thy dazzled foul, with all its boafted greatnefs. 
Shrinks at th' o'erpow'ring gleams of regal ftate. 
Stoops from the blaze like a degenerate eagle. 
And flies for fhelter to the ihades of life. 

ASPASIA. 

On me fhould Providence, without a crime. 

The weighty charge of royalty confer ; 

Call me to civilize the Ruffian wilds. 

Or bid foft fcience polifli Britain's heroes : 

Soon Ihould'ft thou fee, how falfe thy weak reproach. 

My bofom feels, enkindled from the fky, 

The lambent flames of mild benevolence, 

Untouch'd by fierce ambition's raging fires. 

Vol. I. G irske. 
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IRBNB. 

Ambition is the fiamp imprefsM by Heav*n 
To mark the nobleft minds; with a^ive heat 
Inform'd^ they mount the precipice of powV, 
Grafp at command, and towV in queft of empire ; 
While vulgar fouls compaflionate then- cares. 
Gaze at their height, and tremble at their danger : 
Thus meaner, fpirits with amazement n^rk 
The varying feafons, and revolving fkies, 
And aiky what guilty PowVs rebelUous hand 
Rolls with eternal toil the ponderous ori>s ; 
While fpme archangel, nearer to perfe^Uon, 
In eafy ftate prefideso*er all their motions, 
Drre<5ls the planets with a carelefs nod, 
Condudls the fun, and regulates the fpheres. 

A5PASIA. 

Well mayft thou hide in labyrinths of fQjgin^d 

The caufe that (brinks from Reafon's pow*rfbl voice. 

Stoop from thy flight, trace back th' entangled 

thought. 
And fet the glittering falhcj to view. 
Not pbw*r I blame, but pow'r obtained by crime j 
Angelick greatnefs is angelick virtue. 
Amidft the glare of courts, the Ihout of armies. 
Will not th* apoftate feel the pangs of guilt, 
'And wifh, too late, for innocence and peace, 
Curft as the tyrant of th' infernal realms. 
With gloomy flate and agonizing poinp ? 

SCgNE 
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SCENE IX. 

IRENE^ ASPASIA^ MAID. J 

MAID. 

A Turkifli ftranger, of majcftick mien, 
Afks at the gate adtniffion to Afpafia, 
GopimiflioaM, as he fays, by C^ Ba^a. 

IlLBNB. 

Whoe'er thoa art, or whatfoe'erthy meflage, [i^fifr. 
Thanks for this kind relief — ^With ^peed admit him* 

ASPASIA. 

He comes^ perhaps^ to feparate us for ever % 
When I am gone, remember, O ! remember. 
That none are great, or happy, but die virtumis; 

[£m/ Irene; enter JkwfCtnvB. 



SCENE X. 

A8FASIA, DiSSfRT&IPS* 

DEMETRIUS. 

Tis flie— my hope, my happioefs, my love f 
Afpafia { do I once again behold thee } 
SiiU, fkiU the fame-— imclouded by misfortune! 
Let my Weft eyes for ever gaze 

ASPA8IA. 

Demetrius 1 

G 2 DBMfi« 
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OEMBTRIUS. 

Why docs the blood forCikc thy lovely cheek ? 
Why Ihoots this chilnefs through thy Ihaking nerves? 
Why docs thy foul retire into herfelf ? 
Recline upon my brcaft thy finking beauties : 
Revive — Revive to freedom and to love., 

ASP ASIA. 

What well-known voice pronounced the grateful 

founds 
Freedom and love ? Alas ! I'm all confufion, 
A fudden mift o*ercafts my darken'd foul ; 
The prefent, paft, and future, fwim before me. 
Loft in a wild perplexity of joy. 

]>£M£TRIU$. 

Suchecftacy of love, fuch pure affcftion, 
What worth can merit ? or what faith reward ? 

ASP ASIA. 

A thoufand thoughts, itnperfe6):'and diftrafled. 
Demand a voice, and ftruggle into birth ; 
A thoufand qucftions prefs upon my tongue. 
But all give way to rapture and Demetrius. 

DEMETRIUS. 

O fay, bright Being, in this age of abfenc<i. 
What fears, what griefs> what dangers, haft thoa 

known? 
Say, how the tyrant threatcn'd, flatter'd, ligh*d ! 
Say, tow he threatcn'd^ flatter'd, figh'd in vain I 

Say, 
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Say, how the hand of Violence was raisM ! 
Say, how thou call'dft in tears upon Demetrius ! 

ASPASIA. 

Inform me rather how thy happy courage 
Stemmed in the breach the deluge of deftruAion, 
And pafs'd uninjurM through the walks of death. 
Did favage anger and licfentious conqueft 
Behold the hero with Afpafia's eyes ? 
And, thus proteAcd in the general ruin, 

lay, what guardian pow r convcy'd thee hither, r 

DEMETRIUS. 

Such ftrange events, fuch unexpected chances. 
Beyond my warmeft hope, or wildeft wiflies, 
Concurr'd to give me to Afpafia's arms, 

1 ftand amaz'd, and afk^ if yet I clafp thee. 

ASPASIA. 

Sure Heaven (for wonders are not wrought in vain !) 
That joins us thus, will never part us more. 

SCENE Xf. 

DEMETRIUS, ASPASIA, ABDALLA. 
ABDALI.A. 

It parts you now — The hafty Sultan fign*d 
The laws unread, and flies to his Irene. 

DEMETRIUS. 

FiK*d and intent on his Irene's charms. 
He envies none the converfe of Afpaiia. 

^ 3 ABDALLA. 
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ABDALtA. 

Afpafia^s abfence will inflame fufpicion ; 

She caDnot, muft not, ihall not, linger here ; 

Prudence and Friendfliip bid me force her from you. 

1>EMET&IUS. 

Force her I profane her with a touchy and die ! 

ABDALLA. 

*Tis Greece, 'tis Freedom, calls Afpafia hence ; 
Your cardefs love betrays your country's caufe. 

BBMBTRIUS. 

If we muft part ■ 

ASPASIA. 

No ! let us die together. 

dembtbius. 
If we muft part- 

abdalla. 
Difpatch ; th' encreafing danger 
Will not admit a lover*s long farewell. 
The long-drawn intercourfe of iighs and kifles. 

BBMBTRIUS. 

Then — O my Fair, I cannot bid thee gO. 

Receive her, and prote<% her, gracious Heav*n ! 

Yet let me watch her dear departing fteps. 

If Fate purfues me, let it find me here. 

Reproach not, Greece, a lover^s fond delays. 
Nor think thy caufe negleAed while I g^ze ; 
.New force, new courage, from eacli glance I gain, 
And find our pailions not infusM in \^.X.^xeunt. 

ACT 
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A C t IV. 

SCENE I. 
Dembtrius^ Aspasia^ enter as talking. 

ASPASIA. 

Enough— refiftlefs Rcafon calms my foul— 
Approving Juftice ftniles upon your caufe^ 
And Nature's rights entreat th' afferting fword. 
Yet, when youf hand is lifted to deftroy. 
Think, but cxcufe a \;troriian's nfcedlefs Caution,-^ 
Purge well thy mind ftom ev'ry private paffion, 
Drive intVeft, love, and vengeance, from thy thoughts, 
IPfll all thy ardent breaft virith Greece and Virtue, 
Then ftrikc fccure, and Heaven afflft the blow ! 

I>£M£T11IUS. 

Thou kind affiftaht of my better togel, 
Prepitious guide of my bewilder'd foul. 
Calm of my cares, and guardian of my virtue ! 

ASPA6JA. 

My foul, firft kindled by thy bright eicample 

To noble thought andgenVous emulation. 

Now but reiiedls thofe beams that flowed from thee. 

DBMETR'IUS. 

With nad'^e luftre and tinborrow'd greathefs, 
Thou ihin*ft, bright m«id, fuperiot to diflrefs ; 
Unlike the trifling race of vulgar beauties, 
Thofe glitt'ring dew-drops of a vcmd mom, 

Q4 that 
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That fpread their, colours to the genial beam. 
And fparkling (Quiver to the breath of May ; 
But, when the tempeft with fonorous wing 
Sweeps o'er the grove, fprfak^ the lab' ring bough, 
Difpers'd in air, or mingled with the duiL 

A8PASIA. 

Forbear this triumph— ftill new confti As wait us. 
Foes unforefeen, and dangers unfufpe<5ted. 
Oft' when the fierce befiegers' eager hoft 
Beholds the fainting garrifon retire. 
And rufhes joyful to the naked wall, 
Deftruftion flaflies from th' infidious mine. 
And fwceps th' exulting conqueror away. 
Perhaps in vain the Sultan's anger fpar'd me, • 

To find a meaner fate from treach'rous fricndlhip— 
Abdalla ! 

DEMETRIUS. 

Can Abdalla then diffcmblc I 
That fiery chief, renown'd for gen'rous freedom, 
For zeal unguarded, undiffembled hate. 
For daring truth, and turbulence of honour ! 

ASPASIA. 

This open friend, this undefigning hero. 

With noify falfehoods forc'd me from your arms. 

To ihock my virtue with a tale of love, 

DEMBTRIUS. 

Did not the caufc of Greece rcftrain my fword, 
' Afpafia ihould not fear a fecond infult 

ASPASIA. 

His pride and love by turns infpif d his tongue. 

And 
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And intennix'd my praifcs with his own ; 

His wealthy his rank^ his honours, he recounted. 

Till, in the midft of arrogance and fondnefs, 

Th* approaching Sultan forced me from the palace ; 

Then, while he gaad upon his yielding miftrefs^ 

I ftole unheeded from their raviih'd eyes. 

And fought this happy grove in quefl: of thee# 

DEMETRIUS. 

Soon may the final ftroke decide our fate. 
Left baleful difcord crufh our infant fcheme. 
And ftrangled freedom perifh in the birth I 

ASPASIA. i 

My bofom, harafs'd with alternate paffions, 
Now hopes, now fears — 

BEMBTRIUS. 

Th* anxieties of loyc. 

ASPASIA. 

Think how the Sovereign Arbiter of kingdoms 
Detefls thy falfe afTociates* black defigns. 
And frowns on perjury, revenge, and murder. 
Embark'd with treafon on the feas of fate. 
When Heaven fhall bid the fwelling billows rage^ 
And point vindidlive light'nings at rebellion, 
Will not the patriot (hare the traitor's danger ? 
Oh could thy hand unaided free thy country. 
Nor mingled guilt pollute the facred caufe ! 

DEMETRIUS. 

Permitted oft, though not infpir'd by Heaven^ 
Succefsful treafons punifh impious kings. 

ASPASIA. 
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ASI^ASIA. 

Nor tnd my tcitors tvith the Sriian^s dtoth ; 
Far as futurity's untnivdrd waftb 
lies open to conjeAure*s dubious ken. 
On tv'tj fide confufioh, rage, and death. 
Perhaps the phantdttis of a woman^s fear, 
Befet the treacherous way kith fatal ambui)i ; 
Each Turkifh bofom burns for thy deftrudtion. 
Ambitious Cali dreads the ftatefhian's arts. 
And hot Abdalla hates the happy lover. 

l)BM£TklUS. 

Capricious man ! to good and ill inconftant. 
Too much tS: fear or truft is eqUitl wedkne(s. 
Sometimes the wretch, unawM by Heaven or Hell^ 
With mad devotion idolizes honour. 
The BaiTa, reeking with his tnelfter's murder, 
Ferfai^ may fiart at violated friendihip. 

ASPASIA. 

How foon, alas 1 will int'reft, fear, or envy. 
Overthrow fuch weak, fuch accidental, virtue. 
Nor built on faith, nor fortified by confcience ? 

DEMSTRIUS. 

When def^*rate ills demand a fpcedy cure, 
Diftrufi: is cowardice, and prudence folly. 

ASTASIA. 

Yet think a moment, ere you court deftru6tion : 
What hand, when death has fiiatch*d away Demetrius, 
Shall guard Afpafia from triumphant lad. 

PBME* 
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BiiMBrr&ius. 

Difmils thefe needlefs fears — a tnx)p of Greeks, 
Well known, long try'd, expeA us on the ihore. 
Borne on the furface of the fmiling deep. 
Soon (halt thou fcorn, in iafety's arms reposed, 
Abdalla's rage and Cali*s ftratagems. 

ASPASIA. 

Still, ftill, diftrutt fits heavy on tnjr heart* 
Will e'er an happier hour revifit Greece ? - 

DBMEfRIUS. 

Should Heaven, yet unappeasM, refofe its aid» 
Difperfe our hopes, and fruftrate our defigns. 
Yet (hall the confcience of the great attempt 
Difiufe a brightnefs o'er our future days ; 
Nor will his country*s groans reproach Demetrius. 
But how canft thou fupport the woes of exile ? 
Canft thou forget hereditary fplendours. 
To live obfcure upon a foteigii coaft, . 
Content with fcience, innocence, and lore } 

ASPASIA. 

Nor wealth, nor titles, make AfpsAiCs blifs. 
O'erwhehn'd and Ibft amidft the public ruifis. 
Unmoved I law the glitt'ring trifles pefifli. 
And thought the petty drofs beneath a figh. 
Chearful I follow to the rural cell ; 
Love be my wealth, and my difiinftion virtue. 

DBMBTRIUS. 

Submiflive, and pr^par*d for each evetit. 
Now let us wait the laft award of Heav'n, 

% . Secure 
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Secure of happinefs from flight or cooqueft^ 
Nor fear the fair and Icarn'd can want protedlion. 
The mighty Tufcan courts the banifli'd arts 
To kind Italians hofpitable fhades ; 
There Ihall foft Icifure wing th* excurfive foul. 
And Peace propitious fmilc on fond defire ; 
There (hall defpotic Eloquence refume 
Her antient empire o'er the yielding heart ; 
There Poetry (hall tune her facred voice. 
And wake from ignorance the Wellern world. 

SCENE IL 

DEMETRIUS, ASPASIA, CAM. 
CALL 

At length th* unwilling fun refigns the world 
To filence and to reft. The hours of darknefs. 
Propitious hours to ftratagem and death, 
Purfue the laft remains of lingering light. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Count not thefe hours as part of vulgar time. 
Think them a facred treafure lent by Heaven, 
Which, fquander'd by negleft, or fear, or folly. 
No prayer recalls, no diligence redeems. 
To-morrow's dawn ihall fee the Turkilh king 
Stretch'd in the duft, or tow*ring on his throne ; 
To-morrow's dawn fhall fee the mighty Call 
The fport of tyranny, or lord of nations. 

CALL 

Then waftc no longer thefe important moments 
In foft endearments, and in gentle murmurs ; 
Nor lofe in. love the patriot and the hero. 

DIMK- 
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DEMETRIUS, 

'Tis love, combih'd with guilt alone, that melts 
The foftcn'd foul to cowardice and floth ; 
But viruous paffion prompts the great refolve. 
And fans the flumbering fpark of heavenly fire. 
Retire, my Fair ; tliat Pow*r that fmiles on goodneis 
Guide all thy fteps, calm evVy ftormy thought. 
And ftiU thy bofom with the voice of peace ! 

ASPASIA. 

Soon may we meet again, fecure and free. 

To feel no more the pangs ©f feparation ! [Exit. 



DEMETRIUS, CALL 
DEMETRIUS. 

This night alone is ours — Our mighty foe. 

No longer loft in am'rous folitude. 

Will now remount the flighted feat of empire. 

And fhew Irene to the fhouting people : 

Afpafia left her fighing in his arms. 

And lift'ning to the plcaling tale of pow'r ; 

With foften'd voice ihe dropped the faint refufal. 

Smiling con fen t fhe fat, and blufhing love. 

CALT. 

Now, t}Tant, with fatiety of beauty 
Now feaft thine eyes, thine eyes that ne'er hereafter 
Shall dart their am'rous glances at the fair, 
- Or glare on Cali with malignant beams. 

SCENE 
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SCENE III. 

BEMPTKItTS^ CALI^ LBONTIUS^ ABDALtA. 
IiBOHTIHS. 

Our bark unfeen has reach'd th' appointed bay, 
And where yon trees wave o*er the foaming furge 
Reclines againft the fhore : our Grecian troop 
Extends its lines along the fandy beach^ 
Elate with hope^ and panting for a foe. 

ABDALLA. 

The fay*ring winds affift the great delign^ 
Sport in our fails^ and murmur o'er the deep. 

CALL 

•Tis well— A iiagle blow completes our wifhes ; 
Return with fpeed, Leontius, to your charge ; 
The Greeks, diforder*d by their leader's abfencc> 
May droop difmay'd^ or kindle into madnef^ 

LEOVTIUS. 

Sufpe^ed ftill ! — ^What villain's poisonous tongue 
Dare join Leontius* name with fear orfalfehood? 
Have I for this prefer v'd my guilt Icfs bofom^ 
Pure as the thoughts of in^nt innocence ? 
Have I for this dcfy'd the chiefs of Turkey, 
Intrepid in the flaming front of war i 

CALL 

Haft thou not fearchM my fouYs profinmdeft thoughts ? 
Is not the late of Greece aod Cali thine ? 

LEOK- 
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LB0K9rV8. 

Why has thy choice then pointed out Leontius^ 

Unfit to ihare this night's illuftrious toils } 

To wait remote from aAion, and from honour. 

An idle lift*ner to the dtftant cries 

Of flaughterM infidels, and clM^ of fwords ? 

Tell me the caufe, that while (hy name, Pem^triiWj^ 

Shall foar triumphant on the wines o( Glory ^^ 

Defpis*d and curs'd, Leontius muft defcend 

Through hiffing ages, a proverbial coward. 

The tale of womw, and the fcom of CppU ^ 

Can brave IxQiitius be the flav< of Gkurjr ? 
Glory, ^ cafiial gift of dioiightlefs crowds f 
Glory, the tyibe of avaricious virtue i 
Be but my countay free, be thine th« pcaife ; 
I alk do wifinefs, but attefting conicience. 
No records, but the records of the iky. 

LBONTIUS. 

Wilt thdu thea head the troop upon th^ (hore. 
While I deftroy th* oppreffor of mankind ? 

BEMETRIUS. 

What canft thou boaft fnperior to Demetrius ? 
Aflc to whofe fword the Greeks will truft their caufe. 
My name Ihall echo through the ihouting field : 
Demand whofe force yon Turkifh heroes dread, 
The ihuddVing camp Ihall munnur out Demetrius. 

CAhU 
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, €ALI» 

Muft Greece, ftill wretched by her children's folljr^ 
FofT ever mcum their avarice or fadtions ? 
Demetrius jiiflly pleads a double title ; 
The lover's intVeft aids the patriot's claim. 

LEONTIUS. 

My pride fliall ne'er protraft my country's woes ; 
Succeed, my friend, unenvied by Leontius, 

DEMETRIUS. 

I feel new fpirit ihoot along niy nerves, 
My foul expands to meet approaching freedom. 
Now hover o'er us with propitious wings, 
Ye facred (hades of patriots and of martyrs ! 
All ye, whofe blood tyrannick rage effos'd. 
Or perfecution drank, attend our call ; 
And from the maniions of perpetual peace 
Defcend, to fweetjcn labours once your own ! 

CALL 

Go then, and with united eloquence 
Confirm your troops ; and when the moon's fairbeam 
Plays on the quiv'ring waves, to guide our flight, 
Retxirn, Demetrius, and be free foreVer. 

[Exeunt Dem. and Leon. 

SCENE IV. 

CALI, ABDALLA. 
ABBALLA. 

How the new monarch, fwell'd with airy rule. 
Looks down, contemptuous, from his fency'd height. 
And utters fate, unmindfid of Abdalla 1 

CALL 
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CALL 



Far be fuch black ingratitude from Call ! 
When Alia's nations own me for their lord. 
Wealth, and command, and grandeur, fhall be thine. 

ABBALLA. 

Is this the recompence refervM for me ? 
Dar'ft thou thus dally with Abdalla*s paffion ? 
Henceforward hope no more my flighted friendihip. 
Wake from thy dream of power to death and tortures. 
And bid thy vifionary throne farewell. 

CALL 

Name, and enjoy thy wifh — 

ABDALLA. 

I need not name it ; 
Afpaiia*s lovers know but one defire. 
Nor hope, nor wifli, nor live, but for Afpalia. 

CALL 

That fatal beauty plighted to Demetrius 
Heaven makes not mine to give. 

ABDALLA. 

Nor to deny. 

CALL 

Obtain her, and pofTefs ; thou know'fl: thy rival. 

ABDALLA. 

Too well I know him, fince on Thracia's plains 
I felt the force of his tempeftuous arm. 
And faw my fcatter*d fquadrons fly before him. 
Vol. I. H Nor 
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Nor will I triffl: th' uncertain chance 'of combat ; 
The rights of princes let the fword decide. 
The petty claims of empire and of honour : 
Revenge and fubtle jealoufy fhall teach 
A furer paflage to his hated heart. 

CALX. 

O fpare the gallant Greek, in him we lofe 
The politician's arts, and hero's flame. 

ABDALLA. 

When next we meet before we ftorm the palace, 
The bowl Ihall circle to confirm our league ; 
Then fhall thcfe juices taint Demetrius' draught, 

[Shewing a phial . 
And-ftream deftrudlive through his freezing veins: 
Thus Ihall he live to ftrike th' important blow. 
And perifh ere he tafte the joys of conqueft. 

SCENE V. 

MAHOMET, MrSTAPHA, CALI, ABBALLA. 
MAHOMET, 

Henceforth for ever happy be this day, 

Sacred to love, to pleafure, and Irene ! 

The matchlefs fair has blefs'd me with compliance ; 

Let ever}^ tongue refound Irene's praife. 

And fpread the general tranfport through mankind. 

CALL 

Bleft prince, for whom indulgent Heav'n ordains 
At once the joys of paradifc and empire, 

Kow 
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Now join thy people's and thy Call's prayers ; 
Sufpend thy paflage to the feats of blifs. 
Nor wifh for Houries in Irene's arms. 

MAHOMET. 

Forbear — I know the long-try'd faith of Cali. 

CALL 

! conld the eyes of kings, like thofe of Heav'n, 
Search to the dark recefles of the foul, 

Oft would they find ingratitude and treafon, 
By fmiles, and oaths, and praifes, ill difguis'd. 
How rarely would they meet, in crowded courts, 
Fidelity fo firm, fo pure, as mine. 

MUSTAPHA. 

Yet, ere we give our ioofen'd thoughts to rapture. 
Let prudence obviate an impending danger : 
Tainted by floth, the parent of fedition, 
The hungry Janizary burns for plunder. 
And growls inj)rivate o'er his idle fabre. 

mahomet; 
To flill their murmurs, ere the twentieth fun 
Shall Ihed his beams upon the bridal bed, 

1 rouze to war, and conquer for Irene. 

Then Ihall the Rhodian mourn his finking tow'rs. 
And Buda fall, and proud Vienna tremble : 
Then fliall Venetia feel theTurkifh powV, 
And fubjeil feas roar round their queen in vain. 

abdalla. 
Then feize fair Italy's delightful coafl-. 
To fix your ftandard in imperial Rome. 

n 2 MAHOMET. 
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- MAHOMET. 

Her fons malicious clemency ihall fpare, 

To form new legends, fanftify new crimes. 

To canonize the flaves of fuperftition, 

And fill the world with follies and impofturcs. 

Till angry Heav'n fhall mark them out for ruin. 

And war overwhelm them in their dream of vice, 

O^ could her fabled faints and boafted prayers 

Call forth her antient heroes to the field. 

How fliould I joy, 'midft the fierce fhock of nations^ 

To crofs the tow'rings of an equal foul, 

And bid the mafter genius rule the world ! 

Abdalla, Cali, go — proclaim my purpofe. 

[Exeuni Cali and Abdalla. 

SCENE VI. 

MAHOMET, MUSTAFHA. 
MAHOMET. 

Still Cali lives : and muft he live to-morrow ? 
That fawning villain's forc'd congratulations 
Will cloud my triumphs, and pollute the day. 

MUSTAPHA, 

With cautious vigilance, at my command. 
Two faithful captains, Hafan and Caraza, 
Purfuc him through his labyrinths of treafon. 
And wait your fummons to report his conduft. 

MAHOMET. 

Call them— but let them not prolong their tale, 
Npr prefs too much upon a lover's patience, 

lExit Muftapha. 

SCENE 
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SCENE VII. 

MAHOKfET, soLps. 

Whome'erthe hope, ftill blafted, ftlll rcnewM, 
Of happinefs lures on from toil to toil. 
Remember Mahomet, and ceafc thy labour. 
Behold him here, in love, in war, fuccefsful, 
Behold him wretched in his double triumph ; 
His favVite faithlefs, and his miftrefs bafe. 
Ambition only gave her to my arms, 
By reafon not convinced, nor won by love. 
Ambition was her crime ; but meaner folly 
Dooms me to loath at once, and doat on falfehood. 
And idolize th' apoftate I contemn. 
If thou art more than the gay dream of fancy, 
More than a pleafing found without a meaning, 
O happinefs ! fure thou art all Afpaiia's. 

SCENE VIIL 

MAHOMET, MUSTAPHA, HASAX, CARAZA. 
MAHOMET. 

Caraza^ fpeak — have ye remarked the Bafla ? 

CARAZA. 

Clofe, as we might unieen, we watch'd his fteps ; 
His hair diforder'd, and his gait uneqi»l. 
Betrayed the wild emotions of his mind. 
Sudden he ftops, and inward turns his eyes, 
AbforbM in thought; then, ftarting from his trance, 
Conftrains a fuUcn fmile, and ihoots away. 
With him Abdalla we beheld — 

H 3 MUS- 
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MUSTAFHA. 

Abdalla ! 

MAHOMET. 

He wears of late refentraent on his brow, 
Deny'd the government of Servia's province. 

CARAZA. 

We mark'd him ftorming in excefs of fury. 
And heard, within the thicket that concealed us, 
An undiftinguifti'd found of threatening rage. 

MUSTAPHA. 

How guilt, once harbour'd in the confcious breaft. 

Intimidates the brave, degrades the great j 

See Cali, dread of kings, and pride of armies. 

By treafon leveled with the dregs of men ! 

Ere guilty fear dcprefs'd the hoary chief, 

An angry murmur, a rebellous frown, 

Had ftretch'd the fiery boafter in the grave. 

MAHOMET. 

Shall monarchs fear to draw the fword of juftice, 
Aw'd by the crowd, and by their Haves reftraind? 
Seize him this night, and through the private paflagc 
Convey him to the prifon's inmoft depths, 
Referv'd to all the pangs of tedious ^eath. 

[Exeunt Mahomet and Muftapha, 



SCENE 
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SCENE IX. 

HASAN, CARAZA, 
HASAN, 

Shall then the Greeks, unpunilh'd and conceard, 
Contrive perhaps the ruin of our empire. 
League with our chiefs, and propagate fedition ? 

CARAZA. 

Whate'er their fcheme, the Baffa's death defeats it, 
And gratitude's ftrong ties reftfain my tongue. 

HASAN. 

What ties to flave^ ? what gratitude to foes ? 

CARAZA. 

In that black day when flaughterM thoufands fell 
Around thefe fatal walls, the tide of war 
Bore me viftorious onward, where Demetrius 
Tore unrefifted from the giant hand 
Of ftern Sebalias the triumphant crefcent. 
And dafh'd the might of Afam from the ramparts. 
There I became, nor blufli to make it known. 
The captive of his fword. The coward Greeks, 
EnrangM by wrongs, exulting with fuccefs, 
Doom'd me to die with all the Turkifh captains ; 
But brave Demetrius fcorn'd the mean revenge. 
And gave me life — 

HASAN. 

Do tiiou repay the gift, 
Left unrcwiyrded mercy lofe ita. charms. 

4 Profulc 
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Profufe of wealth, or bounteous of fucccfs. 
When Heav'n bcftows the privilege to blcfs; 
Let no weak doubt the genVous hand reftrain. 
For when was powV beneficent in vain ? 

[Exeunt f 



ACT V. 

SCENE I. 

ASPASIA, soLA^ 

IN thefe dark moments of fufpended fate, 
WJiile yet the future fortune of my country 
Lies in the womb of Providence conceal'd, 
And anxious angels wait the mighty birth ; 
O grant thy facred influence, powerful Virtue ! 
Attentive rife, furvey the fair creation, 
Till^ confcious of th' encircling deity, 
Bdyond the mifls of care thy pinion tow'rs. 
This calm, thefe joys, dear Innocence ! are thine : 
Joys ill exchanged for gold, and pride, and empire. 

[Enter Irene and Attendants. 

SCENE n. 

ASP ASIA, I&RNB, and AttcBdiatt. 
IRENE. 

See how the Moon through all th' unclouded iky 
Spread! her mild radiance^ and defcending dews 

Revive 
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Revive the languid flow'rs ; thus Nature (hone 
New from the Maker's hand, and fair Wrray'd 
In the bright colours of primaeval fpring ; 
When purity, while fraud was yet unknown, 
Play'd fearlefs inth' inyiolated fhades. 
This elemental joy, this genVal calm. 
Is fure the fmile of unofFended Heav'n. 
Yet ! why — 

MAID. 

Behold, within tW embowering grove 
Afpafia Hands — 

IRENE. 

With melancholy mien, . 
Penfive, and envious of Irene's greatnefs. 
Steal unp)erceivM upon her meditations — 
But fee, the lofty maid, at our approach, 
Refumes th' imperious air of haughty Virtue. 
Arc thefe th' unceafing joys, th' unmingled pleafures 

[To Afpafia. 
For which Afpafia fcorn'd the Turkifh crown ? 
Is this th' unfliaken confidence in Hcav'n ? 
Is this the boafted blifs of confcious Virtue ? 
When did Content figh out her cares in fecrct ? 
When did Felicity repine in deferts ? 

ASP ASIA. 

Ill fuits with guilt the gaieties of triumph ; 
When daring' Vice infults eternal Juftice, 
The miniilers of wrath forget compaffion, 
And ihatch th^ flaming bolt with hafty hand. 

IREKBk 
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IRENE. 

Forbear thy threats, proud Prophetefs of ill, 
Vers'd in the fecret counfels of the Iky. 

ASPASIA. 

Forbear ! — But thou art funk beneath reproach ;• 
In vain afFeAed raptures flulh the cheek, 
And fongs of pleafure warble from the tongue. 
When fear and anguifti labour in the breafi, 
And^all within is darknefs and confufion. 
Thus on deceitful Etna*s flowVy fide 
Unfading verdure glads the roving eye ; 
While fecret flames, with unextinguifh'd rage, 
Infatiate on her wafled entrails prey, 
And melt her treach'rous beauties into ruin. 

[Enter Demetrius. 



SCENE m. 

ASPASIA, IRENE, DEMETRIUS. 
PEMSTBIUS. 

Fly, fly, my Love ! deftruAion ruflies on us. 
The rack expects us, and the fword purfues. 

ASPASIA. 

Is Greece .4elivcr*d ? is the tyrant fall'n I 

D]^M£TRIUS. 

Greece is no more ; the profperous tyrant lives, 
Rcfcrv'd for other lands, the fcourge of Heav*n. 

% ASPASIA. 
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ASPASIA. 

Say by what fraud, what force, were you defeated ? 
Bctray'd by falfehood or by crowds o'erbomc ? 

DEMETRIUS. 

The preffing exigence forbids relation. 
Abdalla 

ASPASIA. 

Hated name !. his jealous rage 
Broke out in perfidy — Oh curs'd Afpafia, 
Born to complete the ruin of her country ! 
Hide me, oh hide me from upbraiding Greece; 
Oh, hide me from my felf I 

DEMETRIUS. 

Be fruitlefs grief 
The doom of guilt alone, nor dare to feize 
The breaft where Virtue guards the throne of Peace. 
Devolve, dear maid, thy forrows on the wretch, 
Whofe fear, or rage, or treachery, betray us 4 

IRENE, ASIDE. 

A private ftation may difcover more ; 
Then let me rid them of Irene's prefence : 
Proceed, and give a loofe to love and treafon. 

iWitbdraws. 

ASPASIA. 

Yet tell. . . 

DEMETRIUS. 

To tell or hear w^re wafte of life. 

ASPA5IA4 
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ASPAStA. 

The life, which only this dcfign fupported, 
Were now well loft in hearing how you fail'd. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Or meanly fraudulent or madly gay, 
Abdalla, while we waited near the palace, 
With ill-tim'd mirth proposed the boA! of love. 
Juft as it reach'd my lips, a fudden cry 
Urg'd me to dalh it to the ground unto..icli*d. 
And feize my fword with difcncumber'd hand. 

ASPASIA. 

What cry ? The ftratagem ? Did then Abdalla — 

DEMETRIUS. 

At once a thoufand paffions fir'd his cheek ! 
Then all is paft, he cry*d — and darted from us ; 
Nor at the call of Call deign*d to turn. 

ASPASIA. 

Why did you ftay, deferted and betray'd ? 
What more could force attempt, or art contrive ? 

DEMETRIUS. 

Amazement feiz'd us, and the hoary BafTa 
Stood torpid in fufpence ; but foon Abdalla 
Retum'd with force that made refiftance vain, 
And bade his new confederates feize the traitors. 
Cali difarm'd was borne away to death ; 
Myfelf efcap'd, or favoured, or negledled. 

ASPASIA* 

O Greece ! rcnown'd for fcicnce and for wealth. 
Behold thy boaftcd honours fnatch*d away. 

DEMETRIUS. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A T R A G ED Y. 109 

DBMBTRIUS. 

Though dif4ppointment blaft our general fcheme. 
Yet much remains to hope. I Ihall not call 
The day difaftrous that fecures our flight ; 
Nor think that effort loft which refcues thee. 

[Eruer Abdalla. 



SCENE IV. 

IRENB^ ASPASIA^ DEMETRIUS^ ABBALLA. 
ABDALLA. 

At length the prize is mine — The haughty maid 
That bears the fate of empires in her air. 
Henceforth fhall live for me ; for me alone 
Shall plume her charms^ and, with attentive watch. 
Steal from Abdalla's eye the iign to fmile. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Ceafe this wild roar of favage exultation ; 
Advance^ ai)d periih in the frantic boaft. 

ASPASIA. 

Forbear, Demetrius, 'tis Afpalia calls thee ; 
Thy love, Afpafia, calls ; reftrain thy fword ; 
Nor rufh on ufelefs wounds with idle courage. 

DBMETRIUS. 

What now remains ? 

A8PASIA. 

It now remains to fly ! 

DEMETRIUI. 
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DEMETRIUS. 

Shall then the favage live, to boaft his infult; 
Tell how Demetrius Ihunn'd his finglc hand^ 
And ftole his life and miftrefs from his fabre ? 

ABDALLA. 

Infetuate loiterer, has Fate in vain 
Unclafp'd his iron gripe to fct thee free ? 
Still doft thou flutter in the jaws of death; 
Snar'd with thy fears, and niaz'd in ftupefa<^on ? 

DEMETRIUS. 

Forgive, my Pair \ 'tis life, 'tis nature, calls : 
Now, traitor, feel the fear that chills my hand. 

ASPASIA. 

'Tis madnefs to provoke fuperfluous danger. 
And cowardice to dread the boaft of folly. 

ABDALLA. 

Fly, wretch, while yet my pity grants thee flight ; 
The power of Turkey waits upon my call. 
Leave but this maid, refign a hopelefs claim. 
And drag away thy life in fcorn and fafety, 
Thy life, too mean a prey to lure Abdalla. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Once more I dare thy fword ; behold the prize. 
Behold I quit her to the chance of battle. 

l^itifng Afpafia. 

ABDA.LLA. 
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ABDALLA. 

Well may'ft thou call thy mafter to the combat. 
And try the hazard, that haft nought to ftake ; 
Alike my death or thine is gain to thee ; 
But foon thou fhalt repent : another moment 
Shall throw th* attending Janizaries round thee* 

lExit bajiily Abdalla. 



SCENE V. 

ASPASIA, IRENE, DEMETRIUS. - 
IRENE. 

Abdalla fails ; now, Fortune, all is mine. {^Aftde. 
Hafte, Murza, to the palace, let the Sultan 

\To one «/ /vr Attendanli. 
Difpatch his guards to ftop the flying traitors. 
While I protraft their ftay. Be fwift and faithful. 

[Exit Murza. 
This lucky ftratagem fliall charm the Sultan, [Aftde. 
Secure his confidence, and fix his love. 

DEMETRIUS, 

Behold a boafter's worth ! Now fnatch, my fair, 
The happy moment ; haftcn to the Ihore, 
Ere he return with thoufands at his fide. 

ASPASIA. 

In vain I liften to th' inviting call 
Of freedom and of love ; my trembling joints. 
Relaxed with fear, refufe to bear me forward. 
Depart, Demetrius, left my fate involve thee ; 

Forfakc 
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Forfake a wretch abandon*d to defpair. 
To fhare the mifcries herfelf has caus'd. 

BfeMBTRIUS. 

Let us not ftruggle with tli* eternal will. 

Nor languilh o*cr irreparable ruins ; 

Comcj hafte and live — Thy innocence and truth 

Shall blefs our wand'rings, and propitiate Heav'n; 

IRENE. 

Prefs not her flight, while yet her feeble nerves 
Refufe their office, and uncertain life 
Still labours with imaginary woe ; 
Here let me tend her with officious care. 
Watch each unquiet flutter of the breaft. 
And joy to feel the vital warmth return, 
To fee the cloud forfake her kindling cheek. 
And hail the rofy dawn of rifing health. 

ASPASIA. 

Oh 1 rather, fcornful of flagitious greatnefs, 
Refolve to Ihare our dangers and our toils. 
Companion of our flight, illuflrrious exile. 
Leave flavery, guilt, and infamy behind. 

IRENE. 

My foul attends thy voice, and banifh'd Virtue 
Strives to regain her empire of the mind : 
Aflift her efforts with thy ftrong perfuafion ; 
Sure 'tis the happy hour ordain'd above, 
When vanquilh'd Vice Ihall tyrannize no more. 

DEMETRIUS. 

Remember peace and anguifli are before thee. 
And honour and reproach, and Hcav*n and Hell. 

ASPASIA. 
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Content with fre^^in^ m4 precarious grestncfiu 

Kemetrius. 
Now make thy choice, whUc yet the powV of choice 
Kind liew'n ii;ffofds th^^t. wd invmng Mercy ' 
Holds out bcr band. to. ka4 |t^ hK\. tx> Qutb. 

IREKB. 

Stay*-»*in this dubious twilight of copyiftion, ' 
The gleams of reafon, and the clouds of paffion^' 
Irradiate and obfcure my breaft by turns : 
Stay but a momet\t» and pjrcyailing truth 
Will fpread refiftlefs light upon my foul. 

But fince none knows the danger of a moment 
And Meav*n forbids to lavifti life away,' 
Let kind compuliion temiinate the confeft. 

[SeiTung her hant^ 
Ye Chriftian captires, follow me to freedom : 
A galley waits us, s^id the winds invite* 

IRENE. 

Whence is this yiplence ? 

DSMETRIUf. 

Your calmer bought 
Will tcaoh a gentler term. 

UIBNE* 

Forbear this rud^neis;. 
And leara the rev*iepcp ^ to. Turkey's Quezon : 
Fly, ^flayw, fuifj^paii.tbft ftdwi to *iy. iffeuc* 
VouL I jDSMt: 
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DBlilBTAlUB. 

Farewd, unhaj^y maid : may every joy 

Be thine, that wealth can give, or guilt receive ! 

" ' ^ ASPAffIA* 

And when, contemptuous of imperial powV, 
Difeefe fliall chafe die phantoms of ambition,' 
May penitence attend thy mournful bed. 
And wing thy lateft piayer to pitying He^v'n ! 

[Exeunt Dem. Afp. wisb fori of the atundants. 



SCENE VI. ;^ 

[IiLEKE walks at » diilance from her attendants.] 
Jfier a paufe. 

Againft the head, which innocence fecures, 
Inlidious Malice aims her darts in vain, 
Turn'd backwards by the powerful breath of HeaT*ii# 
Perhaps even now the lovers unpurfu*d 
Bound o'er the fparkling waves. Go, happy bark^ 
Thy facred freight fhall ftill the raging main. 
To guide thy paflage fliall th* aerial fpirits 
¥ill all the fiarry lamps with double blaze ; 
Th' applauding iky Ihall pour forth all its beams. 
To grace the triumph of yidorious virtue ; 
While I, not yet familiar to my crimes. 
Recoil from thought, ^d fliudder at myfelf. 
How am I changed ! How lately did Irene 
Fly fmca the bufy pleafures of her fex^ 
Well pleased to fearch the treafures of remembrance, 
4 And 
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And live her guiltlefs moments o*er anew ! 
Come^ let us feek new pleafures. in the palace^ 

ITq htr attendants^ going off. 
Till foft fatigue invite us to repofe. 

SCENE VU. 
[Enter Mu staph a^ meeting and flopping her.] 

MUSTAPHA. 

Fair Falfehood, flay. . . 

IRBNB. 

What dream of fudden power 
Has taught my fkve the language of command I 
Henceforth be wife, nor hope a fecond pardon. 

MU8TAPHA. 

Who calls for pardon from a wretch condemned ? 

kRENB. 

Thy look, thy fpeech, thy aAion, all is Wildhefk-— 
Who charges gmlt on me ? 

MDSTAPHA. 

Who charges guilt ! 
Afk of thy heart ; attend the voice of Confcience-^ 
Who charges guilt ! lay by this proud refentment 
That fires thy cheek, and elevates thy mien. 
Nor thus ufurp the dignity of virtue. 
Review this day. 

IRENE. 

Whatever thy accufation^ 
l^t Sultan is my judge. 

I % MVI* 
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MtJSTAPHA. 

That hope is paft} 
Hard was the ftrife of juftice and of love ; 
But now *tis o*cr, and juftice has prcvaifd. 
Know'ft thou not Cali ?.know'ft fhou not Demetrius ? 

tRENE. 

Bold flavc, I krio^ them both-^I know them tfaitdrs# 

Perfidious !— yes — too well thou know^ft thfem 
traitors^ 

Their treifon throws no ftain upon Ifene. 

This day has prbv'd my foildncfs for the Sultan { 

He knew Irene's truth* 

MUSTATHA. 

The Sultan knows it^ 
He ktiom how near s^oftacy to treafon-^ 
But *tis not mine to judge-— 1 fcorn and leave thee. 
I go, left vengeance urge my hand to bloody 
To blood too mean to ftain a foldier's fabre. 

[Exit Muftaphsi» 

iHe^e; /^ h^ Meniants. 
Go, bluftVing flave-^He has not heafd of Mur«u 
That dexterous mdSage frees me from fufpicion. 



SC£N£ 
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SCENE vin, 

|5ntcr Hasan, Ca&aza^ with Mutes, who" throw 
the black robe upon Irbite, af^d iign to her at- 
tendants to withdraw. 

RA8AK. 

Forgive, fair Excellence, th* unwilling tongue. 
The tongue, that, forced by ftrong neceffity. 
Bids beauty, fuch as thine, prepare to die. 

What wild iTu^ke is thi^ ! ^ Take hence with fpeed 
Your robe of mourning, ^nd your dogs of death. 
Quick from my fight, you inaufpicious monfters. 
Nor fiar; hencefqrtl} to il^opk Irene's walks. 

HASAN. 

Alas ! th^y come cqnunanded by the Sultan, 
Th* unpitying minifters of Turkiih juftice. 
Nor dare to i^re the lifi^ his frown coiftienms. 

X&SVE. 

Are thefe the rapid thunderbolts of war. 
That pour with fudden violence on kingdoms. 
And fpread their flames refiftlefs o*er the world ? 
What fleepy charms benumb thefe aftive heroes, 
Deprcfs their fpirits, and retard their fpced ? 
Beyond the fear of lingering puniftiment, 
Afpafia now within her lover's arms 
Securely flccps, and in deliglitJul dreams 
Smiles at the thrcat'nings of defeated rage. 

I 3 CARAZA. 
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CARAZA. 

We come, bright Virgin, though relenting Nature 
Shrinks at the hated talk, for thy deftru6tion ; 
When fummon'd by the Sultan's clamVous fury. 
We alk'd with tim'rous tongue th' offender's nanjc. 
He ftruck his tortur'd brcaft, and roar'd, Irene. 
We ftarted at the found, again enquired ; 
Again his thund'ring voic? return'd, Irene, 

IRENE. 

Whence is this rage? what barbVous tongue has 

wrong'd me ? 
What fraud misleads him ) or whstt crimes incenfe i 

HASAN.I 

Expiring Call nam'd Irene^s chamber. 
The place appointed for his mailer's death, 

IRENE. , 

Irene*s chamber 1 From my faithful bofom 
Far be the thought— But hear my proteftation, 

CARAZA. . 

*Tis ours, alas I to punifh, not to judge, 

Not call'd to try the caufe, we heard the fentence^ 

Ordain'd the mournful meffengera of death. 

IRENE. 

Some ill-deiigning flatefman's bafe intrigue ! 
Some cruel ilratagem of jealous beauty ! 
Perhaps yourfelves the villains that defame me. 
Now hafte to murder^^ ere returning thought 
Hecall th' extorted doom«--'~-It muil be fo : 

Confefii 
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Confefs your crime^ or kad tne to the Sultan ; 
There d^ntlels truth ihall blaft the. vik; accufer.; 
Then ihall you feel what language cannot utter^ 
Each piercing tortiire, ev*ry change of pain, 
That vengeance can invent, or pow'r inflift. > 

^Enter ABDAI.L A I befiofs Jhors, and tifiens. 



SCENE K. 

XBENS, HASAN, CARAZA, ABDALLA. 
ABDALLA, ojide. 

All is not loft, Abdalla^ fee the queein. 
See the laft witnefs of thy guilt and fear 
Enrobed in death — Difpatch her, and be great. 

CARAZA. 

Unhappy fair ! compaffion calls upon me 
To check this torrent of imperious rage ; 
While unavailing anger crowds thy tongue 
With idle threats and fruitlefs exclamation. 
The fraudful moments ply their filent wings. 
And Ileal thy life away. Death's horrid angel 
Already fhakes his bloody fabre o'er thee. 
The raging Sultan burns till our return, 
Curfes the dull delays of lingering mercy. 
And thinks his fatal mandates ill obeyed, 

ABDALLA. 

Is then your fovVeign's life fo cheaply rated. 
That thus you parly with detedled treafon ? 
Should (he prevail to gain the Sultan's prefence, 
iSoon might her tears engage a lover's credit ; 

I 4 Ferhapa 
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Perhaps her malice might trditefer the charge t j 

Perhaps her poisonous tongue might hkA AbdalbL ' 

IRBKE. 

O let me but be heard^ nor fear from me 
Or flights of powV, or proje As of ambition. 
My hopes, my wifhes, terminate in life, 
A little life^ for grief^ and for repentance. 



ABDALLA. 



I mark'd her wily meflenger afar. 

And faw him ikulking in the clofeil walks s^ 

I guefs'd her dark deiigns, and warn'd the Sultan^ 

And bring her former fentence new confirmed. 

HASAN. 

Then call it not our cruelty, nor Crime ; 
> Deem us not deaf to woe, nor blind to beauty^ 
That thus confbain^d we fpeed the ftroke of death. 

\Beckons tbi Muits. 

O, name not death ! DlftraAion and amazement^ 
Horror and agony, are in that found ! 
Let me but live, heap woes on woes upon me. 
Hide me with murdVers in the dungeon's gloom. 
Send me to wander on fome pathlcfs fliore. 
Let Ihame and hooting infamy purfue me. 
Let flav'ry harafs, and let hunger gripe. 

CARA^A. 

Could we reverfe the fentence of the Sultan, 
Out bleeding bofoms plead Irene's caufe. 

Bat 
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Bat cries and tears ^e vain ; prepare with patience 
To meet that fyte we can dplay no longer. 

Ifbf Mites at tbejlgn lay bold of ber. 

AfiDALL4. 

Difpatchy ye lingering Hayes ; br nimbler bands. 
Quick at my call, fball execute your charge ; 
Pilpatchy an(l Iqurn f^ fitter time kif pity. 

lEXKE. 

Grant me one hour, O graat me but a moment- 
And bounteous Heaven repay the mighty mercy 
WV^ peacefiil deaths and h^ppiflefs eternal. 

The prayer I cannot grant— I dare not hear. 
Short be thy pains, [Signs again to tie MHa. 

IREKB. 

Unutterable anguifli ! 
Guilt and Defpair, pale fpodres ! grin around me^ 
And ftun me with the ytUings of damnation ! 
O, hear my prayVs ! accept, all pitying Heav'n, 
Thefe tears, thefe pangs, thefe laft remains of Kfe; 
Nor let the crimes of this dctefted day 
fie charged upon my foul. O, mercy.! mercy I 

[Mutts force bcr out. 

SCENE X. 

ABDAXItA, if/ide. 

Safe in her death, and in Demetrius' flight, 
Abdalla^ bid thy troubled bztaft bt calm. 

Now 
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Now fhalt thou fhine the darlinjg of the Sultan, 
The plot all Call's, the detection thine. * 

HASAN TO CARAZA. 

Does not thy bofotn (for I know thee tender, 
A ftrainger to th* oppi*effor*s favage joy,) 
Melt atlrene^s fate^ and (hare her woes ? 

CARAZA. 

Her piercing cries yet fill the loaded air, 
Dwel} on my ear, and faddcn all my fouL 
But let us try to clear our clouded brows, 
And tell the horrid tale with chearful face ; ^ • 
The ftormy Sultan rages at our ftay. 

ABDALLA. 

Frame your report with circumfpoAive iLct; 
Inflame her crimes, exalt your own obedience i 
But let no thoughtlefs hint involve Abdalla, 

. CAKAZA. 

What need of caution to report the fate 
Of her the Sultan's voice condemned to die ? 
Or why ihould he, whofe ^^ole^ce of duty 
Has ferv'd his prince fo well, demand our filence ? 

ABDALLA. , 

Perhaps my zeal too fierce betray'd my prudence ; 
Perhaps my warmth exceeded my commifiion ; 
Perhaps I will not ftoop to plead my caufe. 
Or argue with the Have that fav'd Demetrius. 

CABAZA. 

From his cfcape learn thou the pow*r of virlfue ; 
Nor hope .his fortune^ while thou w^t'ft his worth. 

HASAK. 
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HASAN. 

The Sultan comes, ftill gloomy, ftill enrag'd. 
SCENE XI. 

HASAN, CARAZA, MAHOMET, MUSTAPHA^ 
ABDALLA. 

MAHOMET. 

Where's this fair trait'refs i Where 's this fmiling 

mifchief. 
Whom neither vows could fix, nor favours bind ? 

HASAN. 

Thine orders, mighty Sultan ! are performed. 
And all Irene now is breathlefs clay. 

' ' MAHOMET. 

Your hafty zeal defrauds the claim of jufticc. 

And difappointed vengeance burns in vain. 

I came to heighten tortures by reproach. 

And add new terrors to the face of death. 

Was this the maid whofe love I bought with empire ? 

True, Ihe was fair ; the fmile of innocence 

Play'd on her cheek — So Ihpne the firft apoilate— ; 

Irene's chamber ! Did not roaring Cali, 

Juft as the rack forc'd out his ftruggling foul. 

Name for the fcene of death Irene's chamber ? 

MirSTAPHA. , 

His breath prolong'd but' to detcft her treafon. 
Then in Ihort fighs forfook his broken frame. 

MAHOMET. 
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MAHQMST. 

Decreed to perifh io Irene's chamber I 
There had flic luird me with endearing falfehoods, 
Oafp^d in her arms, or flumbVing on her breaft^ 
Ai^d bar^d my bpfom to the ruffian's daggen 

SCENE XII. 

BASAlTji CARAZA, MAHOBfET, HUSTAFHAt 
MU&ZA9 A^DALLA. 

MURZA. 

Forgive, great Sultan ! that, by fate prevented^ 
I bring a tardy meffage from I^c^e. 

HAHOMET. 

Some artful wile of counterfeited love ! 
Some foft decoy 10 lure me to deftrudiion ! 
And thou, the curs'd accomplice of her treafon^ 
Declare thy mefiage^i and expe^ thy doonv 

mur;(A« 
The queen tequefted that a choien trocp 
Might intercept the traitor Greek, Demetrius^ 
\ Thtn, HngVing with his captive miflrefii here. 

MU8TAPHA* 

The Greek Demetrius ! whom tV expiripg BaflSl 
Declared the chief aflbciate of his guilt 1 

MAHOMET. 

A chofen troop — to intercept — Demetrius — 

The queen requeued — Wretch, repeat the meflagej 

And, if one varied accen^ prove thy falfcbood, 

5 Or 
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Or but one moment's p&ufe betray confufion, 
Thofe trembling lambs*^Speak out^ tfaou Ihiv'riAg; 
traitor. 

MUK2&A* 

The queen requeued—— 

Who? thcdead Irene? 
Was fhe then guiMefs ! has my thoughtlefe rage 
Deftroy'd the faiveA workounibip <^ Heaven ! 
DoomMhef to death unpity*d and unheard, 
Amidft her kind folickudes forme ! 
Ve ilaves of cruelty, ye tools of rage^ [T$ Haf. and 
Ye blind officious miniflers of folly, [!^.*: 

Could not her charms reprefs your zeal for thurder I 
G>uld not her pmyVs, her innocence, her teara^ 
Sufpend the dreadful fentenoe for an hour ? 
One hour had freed me from the fatal error ! 
One hour had far'd me from defpair and madnefs* 

CARAZA. 

Your fierce itnpatience fbrcM us from your prefencc^ 
tJrg*d us to fpeed, and bade us banifh pity, 
' Nor trufi: our pailions with her fatal charms. 

HAHOMET. 

What hadft thou loft by flighting thofe commands ? 
Thy life perlu^ — Were but Iraie (parVi, 
Well if a thoufand lives like thine haid perifh*d ; 
Such beauty, fweetnefs, love, were cheaply bought 
With half the grov'ling flayes that isad tbe^glol>c. « . 

MU8TAPXA* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Z1& I It £ N £; 

MUSTAPHA. 

Great is thy woe ! But think, illu&ious Saltan^ 
Such ills are fent for fouls like thine to ctinquer. 
Shake off this weight of unavailing grief, 
Rufli to the war, difpky thy dreadful banners, 
And lead thy troops viftorious round the world. 

MAHOMBT. 

Robb'd of the maid with whom I wifli'd to triumphs 
No more I burn for fame, or for dominion ; 
Succefs and conqncft now are empty founds, 
Remorfe and anguiih feize on all my breaft ; 
Thofe groves, wKofe Ihades embowerM the dear Irene, 
Heard her laft cries, and fanned her dying beauties. 
Shall hide me from the taftelefs world for ever. 

[Mahomet goes back f andntums. 
Yet, ere I quit the fceptre of dominion. 
Let one juft aft conclude the hateful day. 
Hew down, ye guards, thofe vaflals of diftraftion, 

[Pointing to Hafan and Caraza. 
Thofe hounds of blood, that catch the hint to kill ; 
Bear off with eager hafte th' unfinifti'd fentence. 
And fpced the ftroke, left mercy Ihould overtake them* 

CARAZA. 

Then hear, great Mahomet, the voice of truth. 

MAHOMBT. 

Hear, ihall I hear thee ! didft thou hear Irene ? 

CARAZA. 

Hear but « moment* 

MAHOMET. 
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MAHOMET. 

Hadfl thou heard a moment. 
Thou mlght^ft have livM, for thou hadft fpar'd Irene. 

CARAZA. 

I heard het, pitied her, and wifh*d to fave her. 

MAHOMET. 

And wi&'d — be ftill thy fete to wilh in vain. 

CARAZA. 

I heard, and fofrea'd, till Abdalla brought 
Her final doom^ and hurried her deftrudlion. 

MAHOMET. 

Abdalla brought her doom ! Abdalla brought it ! 
The wretch, whofe guilt, declared by tortur'd Cali^ 
My rage and grief had hid from my remembrance : 
Abdalla brought her doom ! 

HASAN. 

Abdalla brought it. 
While yet Ihc begged to plead her caufe before thee. 

MAHOMET. 

feize me, Madnefs — Did fhe call on me ! 

1 feel, I fee the ruffian's barbVous rage. 
He feiz'd her melting in the fond appeal. 

And ftopp'd the heavenly voice that call'd on me. 
My fpirits fail, awhile fupport me, Vengqince— 
Be juft, ye ilaves ; and, to be juft, be cruel ; 
Contrive new racks, imbitter ev*ry pang, 
Inflidl whatever treafon can defervc. 
Which murdered innocence that calFd on me. 

[Emi Mahomet ! Abdalla is dragged off. 

SCENE 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC __ 



ni I R 1& i^ £i 

SCENE xni. 

IffUStAPHA to MUB2A. 

What plagues^ what toituresi $tt in Aotc &r thtt^ 
Thou fluggiih idLtTf dilatory Have ! 
Behold the model of confumnlate beauty^ 
Torn from the mourning earth by thy negle A. 

MURZA. 

Such was the will q( Heav'n— A band of Greeks 
That markM my courfe, fufpicious of my purpofe^ 
Rufh*d out and feiz'd me, thoughtlefs and unarm'cl^ 
Breathlefs^ amaz'd, and on the guarded beach 
Detained me» till Demetrius fet me free.. 

.MU8TAPHA« 

I 

So fure the fall of greatnefs raised on crimes t 
So fix'd the juAicc of all-confcious Heav'n ! 
When haughty guilt exults with impious joy^ 
Miftake fliall blaft, or accident deftroy ; 
Weak man with erring rage may throw the darf^ 
But Heav*A ihall guide it to the guilty heart* 



£PI« 
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EPILOGUE. 

Marry a Turk ! a haughty, tyrant king I 
Who thinks us women born to drefs and fing 
To pleafe his fancy ! fee no other man ! 
Let him perfuade me to it — if he can : 
Befides, he has fifty wives, and who can bear 
To have the fiftieth part her paltry Ihare ? 

'Tis true, the fellow 'a handfome, ftrait, and tall, 
But how the devil Ihould he pleafe us all I 
My fwain is little — true — but, be it known. 
My pride's to have that little all my own* 
Men will be ever to their errors blind, 
Where woman *s not allow'd to fpeak her mind* 
I fwear this Eaftern pageantry is nonfenfe. 
And for one man — one wife *s enough of confcience. 

In vain proud man ufurps what *s woman's due s 
For us alone, they honour's paths purfue : 
Infpir'd by us, they glory's heights afcend ; 
Woman the foufce, the objed, and the end. 
Though wealthy and powV, and glory, they receive, 
Thefe are all trifles to what we can give. 
For us the ftatefman labours, hero fights, 
Bears toilfome days, and wakes long tedious nights ; 
And, when bleft peace has filencM war's alarms. 
Receives his full reward in beauty's arms. 



Vol. I. K PRO- 
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MISCELLANEOUS POEMS; r^t 
PROLOGUE. 

tPOKZS BY Mr. GAA&ICK, APRIL 5^ 17^0, 
BEPORS THB MA&aU£ OF COMCS. 

Afted 8t D&t7iLt*LANfe TksAtRB, fot the Benefit of 
MtLToM's Grand-daughter *• . 

X E patriot crowds^ who bum for Eogland^s fame^ 
Te nymphs^ wfaofe bofoms beat atMilton^sname, 
Whofe genVous zeal, tinbought by flattering thyme% 
Shames the mean peniions of 4!!g?LQ^ times^ 
Immortal patrons of fucceeding days. 
Attend this prelude of perpetual praife; 
Let wit, condemned the feeble war to wage 
With clofe malevolence, or publick rage. 
Let ftudy, worn with virtue's fruitlefs lore, 
Behold this theatre, and grieve no more. 
This night, diHinguifli'd by your fmiles, fhall tell 
That never Britain can in vain excel ; 
The flighted arts futurity Ihall truft. 
And rifing ages haften to be juft. 

At length our mighty bard's viAorious lays 
Fill the loud voice of univerfal praife i . 
And bafHed fpite, with hopelefs anguifh dumb. 
Yields to renown the centuries to come ; 
With ardent haile each candidate of fame, 
Ambirious, catches iH his towVing name ; 
He fees, and pitying fees, vain wealth beftow 
Thofe pageant honours which he fcom*d below. 
While crowds aloft the laureat buft behold. 
Or trace his form on circulating gold. 

* See Vol. IX. p. 150. 

K a Unknown, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



)5^ MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 

Unknown, unheeded, long his offipring lay. 
And want hung threatening o'er her flow decay. 
Whdt though fhc fliine with no Miltonian fire. 
No favVing Mufe her morning dreams infpire ; 
Yet fofter t:\9im$ the meltii^ heart engine. 
Her youth laborious, and her blamelefs age , 
Hers the mild merits of domeftic life, 
The patient fufFerer, and the fiiithfol wife. ' ^ 

Thus, gracM with humble Virtue's native ckarmsj^ 
4lfer grandfrre leaves her in Britannia's af rtis ; 
Secure with peace, with competence, to dwell. 
While tutelary nations guard liir cell. 
Yours is the 'charge, ye fair, ye wife, yebtuvf 1 ' 
*Tis yours to crqwn dcfert — beyond the grave. * 



P R p L O G U E 

. ^Q jug COMJ&PY cr ^ 

THE GOOD-NATtj'li'D MAN. 1755^. 

pRESt by the load of life, the weary mind 

Surveys the general toil of Inman kind, 

With cool fubmifliou joins, the laboring train^ 

And fecial forrow lofes half its pain : 

Our anxious bard without conr^)laint may ihare 

This buftling feafon's epidcmick care ; 

Like Caefar*s pilot dignify*d by Fate, 

Toft in one common ftorm with all the great ; 

. . Bi&idk 
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Diftreft alike the fbtteftnan and the wit. 
When one a Borough courts, and one the Pit 
The bufy candidates for power and feme 
Have hopes, and fears, and wifjies^ jqft the.fauie ; 
Difabled both to combat or to fly, ' ' " ' * 
Muft hear all taunts, and hear without. reply. 
Unchecked on both loud rabbles vent their rage. 
As mongrels bay the lion in a cage. 
Th* offended burgefs hoards his angry tale. 
For that bleft year when all that vote may rail ; 
Their fchemes of fpite the poet's foes difmifs. 
Till that glad night when all that hate may hifs. 

** This day the powdered curls and golden coat," 
Says fwelling Crifpin, " begg'd a cobler's vote.** 
** This night our wit," the pert apprentice cries, 
^* lies at my feet ; I hifs him, and he dies/* 
The great, *tis true, can charm th* electing tribe ; 
The bard may fupplicate, but cannot bribe. 
Yet, judg'd by thofe whofe voices nc*er were fold, 
He feels no want of ill-perfuading gold $ 
But, confident of praife, if praife be due, 
Tniib without fear to merit and to you. 



.X 3 PRO- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



134 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 
PROLOGUE 

TO THB COMBDY OF 

A WORD TO THE WISE*. 

SPOKEN BT ME. HULL* 

This night prefents a play with public rage, 
Or right, or wrong, orice hooted from the ftagc -f*. 
From zeal or malice, now no more we dread. 
For Englilh vengeance wars not with the dead. 
A gen'rous foe regards with pitying eye 
The man whom fate has laid where all mult lie. 

To wit reviving from its author's duft. 
Be kind, ye judges, or at leaft be juft. 
For no renewed hoftilities invade 
Th' oblivious grave's inviolable Ihade. 
Let one great payment cv'ry claim appeafc. 
And him, who cannot hurt, allow to pleafe ; 
To pleafe by fccnes unconfcious of offence. 
By harmlefs merriment, or ufcful fcnfe. 
Where aught of bright or fair the piece difplays. 
Approve it only — 'tis too late to praife. 
If want of Ikill or want of care appear, 
Forbear to hifs — the poet cannot hear. 
By all like him muft praife and blame be found. 
At beft a fleeting gleam, or empty found. 



♦ Performed at Coveilt-Garden theatre in 1777, for the) 
fit of Mrs. Kelly, widow of Hugh Kelly, Efq. ( he authw of 
the play), and her children. 

f Upon the firft reprefentation of this play^ 1770, a party 
affembled to damn it, and fucceeded. 

Yet 
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Yet then fluU calm rcflcAion blefs the night. 
When liberal pity dignify'd delight ; 
When Heafurc fir*d her torch at Virtue's flame^ 
And Mirth was Bounty with aii humbler name. 



SPRING, 

AN ODE. 

Stern winter now, by Spring reprefs*d. 

Forbears the long-continued ftrife ; 
And Nature on her naked breaft 

Delights to catch the gales of life. 
Now o*er the rural kingdom roves 

Soft pleafure with the laughing train, --^ 
Love warbles in the vocal groves. 

And vegetation plants the plain. ) 
Unhappy ! whom to beds of pain. 

Arthritic * tyranny configns ; 
Whom fmiling nature courts in vain, 

Though rapture fings and beauty ihines« 
Yet though my limbs difeafe invades, 

Her wings Imagination tries, 
And bears me to the peaceful (hades. 

Where 's humble turrets rife. 

Here ftop, my foul, thy rapid flight. 

Nor from the pleafing groves depart, 
"Where firft great nature charmed my fight. 

Where wifdom firfl: informed my heart. 

* The author bcipg ill of the gout. 

K 4 Here 
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Here let me through tlxe rales purfue 

A guide — a father -^-^nd a friend* 
Once more great nature's works renew. 

Once mure on wifdom's voice attend* 
From falfe carcfles, caufelefs ftrife, 

Wild hope, vain fear, alike removed ; 
Here let me learn the ufe of life. 

When beft enjo/d — when moft improved. 
Teach me, thou venerable bower, 

Cool meditation's quiet feat. 
The gen rous fcorn of venal power. 

The filent grandeur of retreat. 
When pride by guilt to greatnefs climbs. 

Or raging factions ruih to war. 
Here let me learn to fhun the crimes 

I can't prevent, and will not fhare. 
But left I fall by fubtlcr foes. 

Bright Wifdom, teach me Curio's art, 
The fwelling pafEons to compofe. 

And quell the rebels of the heart. 



MIDSUMMER, 

AN ODE. 

O PHOEBUS ! down the w(iftern iky. 
Far hence difFiife thy burning ray. 

Thy light to diftant worlds fupply. 
And wake them to the cares of day. 



Comc,^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MI8CELLANBOUS POEMS: 137 

Come, gentle Eve, the friend of care. 

Come, Cynthia, lovely queen of night ! 
Refrefh me with a cooling air. 

And cheer me with a lambent light. 
Lay me, where o*er the verdant ground 

Her living carpet Nature fpreads ; 
Where the green bower, with rofes crown'd, - 

In ihowers its fragrant foliage iheds j 
Improve the peaceful hour with wine, ^ 

Let mufick die along the grove ; 
Around the bowl let myrtles twine. 

And ev'ry ftrain be tun'd to love» 
Come, Stella, queen of all my heart ! 

Come, born to fill its vaft deiires ! 
Thy looks perpetual joys impart. 

Thy voice perpetual love infpires. 
Whilfl all my wifh and thine complete. 

By turns we languifh and we burn. 
Let lighing gales our iighs repeat. 

Our murmurs — murmuring brooks return. 
Let me when nature calls to reft, 

And bluihing fkies the morn foretell^ « 
Sink on the down of Stella's breaft. 

And bid the waking world farewell. 

AUTUMN, 

AN ODE. 

Alas ! with fwlft and filent pace. 

Impatient time rolls on the year ; 
The feafons change, and nature's face 

Now fweetly fmiles, now frowns fevere« 

•Twai 
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Twas Spring) 'twas Summer^ all was gay. 

Now Autumn bends a cloudy brow ; 
TTie flowers of Spring arc fwept away. 

And Summer-fruits defert the bough. 
The verdant leaves that play'd on high, 

And wantoned on the weftern breeze. 
Now trod in duft negledled he. 

As Boreas ftrips the bending trees. 
The fields that wav*d with golden grain, 

As ruflet heaths, are wild and bare ; 
Not moift with dew, but drench'd with rain. 

Nor health, nor pleafurc, wanders there. 
No more while through the midnight (hade. 

Beneath the moon*8 pale orb I ftray. 
Soft pleafing woes my heart invade. 

As Prognc pours the melting lay. 
From this capricious clime fhe foars, 

O ! would fome god but wings fupply ! 
To where each mom the Spring reftores, 

Companion of her flight I'd fly. 
Vain wifti ! me fate compels to bear 

The downward feafon*s iron reign, 
0)mpels to breathe polluted air, 

And fliiver on a blafted plain. 
What blifs to life can Autumn yield. 

If glooms, and ihowers, and ftorms prevail'; 
And Ceres flies the naked field, 

And flowers, and fruits, and Phoebus fail ? * 
Oh ! what remains, what lingers yet. 

To cheer me in the darkening hour ! * • 
The grape remains ! the friend of wit, 

In love, and mirth, of mighty power. 

Hat^c 
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Hafte — prefs the clufters^ fill the bowl; 

Apollo ! ftioot thy parting ray: 
This gives the funihine of the foul, 

This god of health, and verfe, and day« 
Still — ftill the jocund ftrain ihall flow^ 

The pulfe with vigorous rapture beat; 
My Stella with new charms fhall glow. 

And ev'ry blifs in wine ihall meet. 



WINTER, 

AN ODJS. 

No more the mom, with tepid rays. 

Unfolds the flower of various hue ; 
Noon fpreads no more the genial blaze^ 

Nor gentle eve diftills the dew. 
The lingering hours prolong the night, 

Ufurping Darknefs fhares the day ; 
Her mifts reftrain the force of light. 

And Phoebus iiolds a doubtful fway* 
By gloomy twilight half reveaFd, 

With fighs we view the hoary hill. 
The leaflefs wood, the naked field, 

The fnow-topt cot^ the frozen riH* 
No muiick warbles through the grove. 

No vivid colours paint the plain ; 
No taiore with devious fteps I rove 

Through verdant paths now fought in vain* 
Aloud the driving tempeft roars, 

Congeafd, impetuous (howers defcend ; 
Hafte, clofe the window, bar the doors, 
. Fate leaves me Stella, and a friend. 



la 
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In nature's aid let art fupply ' 

With light and heat my litde fphert ; 
Rouze, rouze the fire, ahd pile it high. 

Light up a conftellation here. 
Let mufick found the voice of joy, 

Or mirth repeat the jocund tale; 
Let Love his wanton wiles employ, 
N And o*er the fcafon wine prevail. 
Yet time life's dreary winter brings. 

When Mirth's gay tale fhall pleafe no mort ; 
Nor mufick charm — though Stella lings ; 

Nor love, nor wine, the fpring reftorc. 
Catch then, O ! catch the tranfient hour. 

Improve each moment as it fl'es ; 
Life 's a Ihort fummer — man a flower : 

He dies — alas 1 how foo^i he dies ! 



THE WINTER'S WALK. 

UeHOLD, my fair, where'er we rove. 

What dreary profpe(fts round us rife 5 
The naked hill, the Icaflefs grove. 

The hoary ground, the frowning fties I 
Nor only thought the wafted plain, 

Stern Winter in thy force confefs'd; 
Still wider fpreads thy horrid reign, 

I feel thy power ufurp my breath 
Enlivening hope, and fond defire, 

Refign the heart to fpleen and pare ; 
Scarce frighted Love maintains her fire, 

And rapture faddens to defpair. 

6 In 
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|n groundlefs hope, and caufelefs fear. 

Unhappy man I behold thy doom ; 
Still changing with thy changeful year. 

The ^vc of fyaihine and of glooav 

T^r'd vith yain joys, and &\h alarmSf 

With mental and corpoKsl &a£c^ 
Snatch me, my Stella, to thy arms. 

And fcrecn me fioom the ills of life. 



To Mifs *♦*«* 

fN HX& GltlNG THB AUTHOR A GOLD AND SIIii; 
NET-WOKK PURSE OP HSR. OWN 
W»ATING*, 

Though gold 4nd fine their.chanm unitt 

To make thy curious web delight, 

In ydm the varied work would Ihine^ 

If wrought by any hand but thine i 

Thy hand that knows the fubtler art. 

To \;(reaYe thofe nets that catch the heart. 

Spread out by me, the roving coin 
Thy nets may* catch, but not confine ; 
I^or can I hope thy filken chain 
The glitt'ririg vagrants fhall reftrain, 
Why, Stella, was it it then decreed 
The heart once caught (hould ne'er be freed } 

* Printed' among Mn. WilUazn^'i MIfcellaaiei. 

To 
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To Mifs ***** 

OK HER PLATING UPON THB HARPSJCEOR]>^ IHT 

A ROOM HUNG WITH FLOWER-PIECS9 

OF HER OWH PAINTING *. 

W^HEN Stdla ftrikes the tuneful' firing . . 

In fcenes of imitated Spring, 

Where Beauty lavilhes her powers 

On beds of never ^ing flowers. 

And pleafure propagates around 

Each charm of modulated found ; 

Ah! think not, in the dangerous hour^ 

The Nymph fictitious as the flowV ; 

But fhun, rafh youth, the gay alcove. 

Nor tempt the fnares of wily love. 

When charms thus prefs on ev'ry fenie^ 
What thought of flight, or of defence ? 
Deteitful hope, and vain deiire. 
For ever flutter o'er her lyre. 
Delighting as the youth draws nigh. 
To point the glances of her eye. 
And forming with unerring art 
New chains to hold the captive heart. 

But on thofe regions of delight 
Might truth intrude with daring flight, 
Could Stella, fprightly, fair, and young. 
One moment hear the moral fong, 
Inftru6lion with her flowers might fpring. 
And wifdom warble from her firing. 

* Printed among Mn. Willianu'* Mifcdlanki.' 
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Mark, whea from tboufand mingled dyes 
Thou feeft que ple«fing form arife. 
How acftive light,^ and thoughtful Ihade, 
In greater fcenes each other aid ; 
Mark^ when the different notes agree 
In friendly contrariety^ 
How paifion s well-accorded ftrife 
Gives all the harmony oCltfe ; 
Thy pi Aures Ihall thy condudl: frame, 
ConMent ftill, though not the fame ; 
Thy muiic teach the nobler art> 
To tune the regulated heart. 



EVENING: an Ode. 
To STELLA. 



EiVENING now from purple wings 
Sheds the grateful gifts ihe brings ; 
Brilliant drops bedeck the mead. 
Cooling breezes ihake the reed ; 
Shake the reed, and curl the ftream. 
Silvered o*er with Cynthia's beam ; 
Near the chequef d, lonely grprc. 
Hears, and keeps thy fecrets. Love. 
Stella, thither let us ftray, 
lightly o'er the dev^y way.. 
Phoebus drives his burning car^ 
Hence, my lovely Stella, far ; , 
In his ftead, the Queen of Night 
Round us pours a lambent light ; 



Light 
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Light that feems but juft to (hem 
Breails that beat, and cheeks that glcne^ 
Let us nowj in whifper'd joy. 
Evening's lilent hours employ. 
Silence beft, and confcious ihiuiesy 
Fleafe the hearts that love inviides. 
Other pleafures give them pain. 
Lovers all but love difdain. 



TO THE SAME. 

^VhETHER Stella** eyes- are found 
Fix*d on earth, or glancing round. 
If her fafc with please ak)W| ^ ^ • 
If fhe ligh at others woe. 
If bet eafy air expreft u ' 

Confcious worth, or foft diftrefs, 
Sulla's eyes, and air, and &C49, 
Charm with undimmiih*d grace. 

If on her we fee diiplay*d . 
Pendant gems, and rtch^ brocade^ 
If her chintz with le& expeace 
Flows in eafy negligence i 
Still (he lights the confcious fkmrr 
Still her charms appear ^ the fame; 
If Ihe ftrikes the vocal ftriiigs 
If fhe 's lilent, fpeaks, oriingt. 
If flie fit, or if flie mo^e. 
Still we love and ftill appi^ove* 



Vain the cafual, traafient gUftcCp 
Which alone can pleafe by chance^ 



Beau^, 
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Beauty, which depends oq art. 
Changing with the changing, art. 
Which demands the toilet's aid. 
Pendant gems and rich brocade, 
I thofe charms alofle can prize. 
Which from conftant nature rife. 
Which nor circumftance, nor drels. 
E'er can make, or more, or lefs. 



To a FRIEND. 

Wo more thus brooding o*er yon heap. 

With Avarice painful vigils keep ; 

Still unenjoy'd the prcfent ftore. 

Still endlefs fighs are breath^ for more. 

O ! quit the fliadow^ catch the prize, • 

Which not all Indians treafure buys ! 

To purchafe Heaven has gold the power ? 

Can gold remove the mortal hour ? 

In life can love be bought with gold ? 

Are friendfliip's pleafures to be fold ? 

No — all that 's worth a wilh — a thought. 

Fair virtue gives unbrib'd, unbought. 

Ceafe then on traih thy hopes to bind. 

Let nobler views engage thy mind. 

With fcience tread the wond'rous way. 
Or learn the Mufes' moral lay ; 
In focial hours indulge thy foul. 
Where mirth and temperance mix the bowl ; 

Vol. J. L To 
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To virtuous love refign thy brcaft. 
And be, by bleffing beauty — bleft. 

Thus taftc the feaft by nature fprcad. 
Ere youth and all its joys arc fled ; 
Come tafte with me the balm of life, 
Secure from pomp, and wealth, and ftrifc. 
I boaft whatever for man was meant. 
In health, and Stella, and content; 
And fcorn ! oh ! let that fcorn be thine ! 
Mere things of clay that dig the mine. 



STELLA IN MOURNING. ' 

When ktely Stella's form difplay'd. ' 

The beauties of the gay brocade. 

The nymphs, who found their power decline, ' 

Proclaimed her not fo fair as fine. j 

*^ Fate f fnatch away the bright difguifc, 

** And let the goddcfs truft her eyes." \ 

Thus blindly pray'd the Fretful Fair, 

And Fate malicious heard the pray'r ; 

But, brighfen'd by the fable drefs. 

As virtue rifes in diftrefs. 

Since Stella ftill extends her reign. 

Ah ! how fhall envy footh her pain ? 

Th* adoring Youth and envious Fair, 
Henceforth Ihall form one common prayer ; 
And love and hate alike implore 
The Ikics— " Iliat Stella mourn no more/' 

To 
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To STELLA. 

Not the foft fighs of vcmal gales. 
The fragrance of the flowery vales. 
The murmurs of the cryftal rill. 
The vocal grove, the verdant hill ; 
>!ot all their charms, though all unite. 
Can touch my bofom with delight. 

Not all the gems on Indians Ihore, 

Not all Peru's unbounded ftore. 

Not all the power, nor all the fame. 

That heroes, kings, or poets, claim ; 

Nor knowledge, which the learned approve ; 

To form one wifh my foul can move. 

Yet nature's charms allure my eyes. 

And knowledge, wealth, and fame, I prize ; 

Fame, wealth, and knowledge, I obtain. 

Nor feek I nature's charms in vain ; 

In lovely Stella all combine ; 

And, lovely Stella ! thou art mine. 



x % VERSES, 
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VERSES, 



WRITTEN AT THE HEQUEST OF A GENXLBMAlf 

TO WHOM A LADY HAD GIVEN A 

SPRIG OP MYRTLE *• 

W^HAT hopes, what terrors, does this gift create? 
Ambiguous emblem of uncertain fate. 
The myrtle (enlign of fupreme command, . . 
Confign'd to VenuS by Melifla's hand) 
Not Icfs capricious th^h a reigning fair. 
Oft favours, oft rcjefts, a lover's prayV. 
In myrtle fhades oft fings the happy fwain, 
In myrtle fhades defpairing ghofts cbmplain. 
The myrtle crowns the happy lovers heads, 
Th' unhappy lovers graves the myrtle fpreads. 
Oh ! then, the meaning of thy gift impart, 
^ And eafe the throbbings of an anxious heart. 
Soon muft this fprig, as you Ihall fix its doom. 
Adorn Philander's head, or grace his tomb. 

* Thefe verfes were firft printed in a Magazine for 1768, but 
■were written between forty and fifty years ago. Elegant as they 
are, they were compofed in tlie ihort fpace of five minutes. 
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To Lady FIREBRACE% 

At BURY ASSIZES. 

jTTlT length muft Suffolk beauties fliine in vain. 

So long renown d in B ^n's deathlefs ftrain ? 

Thy charms at leaft, fair Firebrace, might ii^fpirc 
Some zealous bard to w^ke the ileeping lyre ; 
For, fuch thy beauteous mind and lovely face. 
Thou fecm'ft at once, bright nymph, a Mufe and 
Grace. 



To LYCE, an elderly Lady. 

Y E nymphs whom ftarry rays inveft. 

By flatt'ring poets given. 
Who fhine, by lavifh lovers dreft. 

In all the pomp of Heaven ; 

Engrofs not all the beams on high. 

Which gild a lover's lays. 
But, as your lifter of the Iky, 

Let Lyce ihare the praife. 

* This lady was Bridget, third daughter of Philip Bacon^ Efq. 
of Ipfwich, and relid of Philip Evers, Elq. of that town. She 
became the fecoud wife of Sir Cordell Firebrace, the laft Baronet 
of that name (to whom ihe brought a fortune of 25,0001.), 
Julyr 26, 1737. Being again left a widow in 1759. Ihe was a 
third time married, April 7, 1762, to William Campbell, Efq. 
uncle to the prefent Duke of Argylc} and died July 5, i"€a. 
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Her filvcr locks difplay the moon. 

Her brows a cloudy fhow, 
Strip'd rainbows round her eyes are feen. 

And fhow'rs from either flow. 

Her teeth the night with darknefs dyes. 
She 's ftarr'd with pimples o'er; 

Her tongue like nimble lightning plies. 
And can with thunder roar. 

But fome Zelinda, while I ling. 

Denies my Lyce fliines ; 
And all the pens of Cupid's wing 

Attack my gentle lines. 

Yet, fpite of fair 2ielinda's eye, 

And all her bards exprefs. 
My Lyce makes as good a flcy. 

And I but flatter lefs. 



ON THE DEATH OF 

Mr. ROBERT LEVET, 

A Praiftifcr in Phyfic. 

CONDEMN'D to Hope's delufive mine. 

As on we toil from day to day. 
By fudden blafts, or flow decline. 

Our focial comforts drop away. 

Well try'd through many a varying year. 

See Levet to the grave defcend. 
Officious, innocent, fincere, 

Of cv'ry fricndkfs name the friend. 

Yet 
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Yet ftill he fills AfFeaion's eye, 

Obfcurely wife, and coarldy kind ; 
Nor, lettered Arrogance, deny 

Thy praife to merit unrefin d. 

When fainting nature call'd for aid, 
And hov'ring death prepared the blow, 

His vig*rous remedy difplay'd 

The pow'r of art without the fhow. 

In mifery's darkeft cavern known, 

His ufeful care was ever nigh, 
Where hopelefs anguifh pour'd his groan, 

And lonely want retired to die. 

No fununons mock'd by chill delay. 

No petty gain difdain'd by pride. 
The modeft wants of evVy day 

The toil of ev'ry day lupply'd. 

His virtues walk'd their narrow rounds 

Nor made a paufe, nor left a void ; 
And fure th* Eternal Matter found 

The fingle talent well employed. 

The bufy day— the peaceful night, 

Unfelt, uncounted, glided by; 
His frame was firm -r- his powers were bright. 

Though now his eightieth year was nigh. 

Then with no fiery throbbing pain. 

No cold gradations of decay, 
Peath broke at once the vital chain. 

And freed his foul the neareft way. 



L4 
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EPITAPH on CLAUDE PHILLIPS, 

AN ITINERANT MUSICIAN*. 

Philips l whofc touch hannonious could retaove 
The pangs of guihy powV, and haplefs love. 
Reft here, diftreft by poverty no more. 
Find here that calm thou gav*ft fo oft before ; 
Sleep undifturb'd within this peaceful flirine. 
Till angels wake thee with a note like thine. 



EPITAPHIUMf 

IN 

THOMAM HANMER, Baronkttum. 

Honorabilis admodum Thomas Hanmek, 

Baronettus, 

Wilhelmi Hanmer armigeri, h Peregrin^ Heiirici 

North 

De Mildenhall in Conoi. Suffolciae Baronetti forore 

et haerede, 

Filius;- 

Johannis Hanmer de Hanmer Baronetti 

* Thefe lines are among Mrs. Williams^s Mifcellanies : ihef 
arc neverthelefs recognized as Jobnfon*s in a memorandum of his 
hand-ivriting, and were probably written at her requcft. Phil* 
lips was a travelling fidler up and down Wales, and was greatly 
celebrated for his performance. 

t At Hanmer church, in Flintihire. 

Haeres 
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Haere^ patmelis 

Antique gentis fuse ct titulo et patrimonio fucccffit 

Duas uxores fortitus eft ; 

Alteram Ifabcllam, honore k patrc derivato, de 

Arlington comitiflam, 

Dcind^ cclfiffitm principis ducw de Giafton viduaiu 

dotariam : 

Alteram Eliiatetham Thomae Foulkes de Barton in 

Com. SufF. armigeri 

Filiam et haeredem. 

Inter humanttatcs ftudia felicitSr eiiutritus, 

Omnes liberalium artium difciplinas avide arripuit, 

Qnas morum fuavitate baud leviter ornavit, 

Poftquam exceffit ex ephebis, 

Continu5 inter populares fuos famS eminens, 

Et comitates fui legatiis ad Pari iamen turn miiTus, 

Ad ardua regni negotia per annos prope triginta 

fc accinxit : 

Cumque apud illos ampliffimorum virorum ordines 

Solent nihil temer6 efFutire, 

Sed froke perpenfa d iffert^ expromere. 

Orator gravis et preflus ; 

Non minus integritatis quam eloquentiae laudc 

commendatus, 

,/Equfe omnium, utcunque inter Tc alioqutdiffidentium, 

Aures atque animos attraxit. 

Annoque demum m.dcc.xiii. rcgnante Ann^, 

FeliciffiniaB flor^ntiffimaeque memoriae reginS^ 

Ad Ptolocutorrs cathedram 
Communi Senates univerfi voce defignatus eft: 
Quod munus, 
Cum nullo tempore rion difficile, 
Turn illo certd, negotiis 

Et 
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£t Tariis et labricis et iniplicatis difficillimum. 
Cum dignitate fuftinuit. 
Honores alios, et omnia quas iibi in lucrum cederent 
munera, 
Sedul6 detrecftavit, 
Ut rei totus inferviret publics ; 
Jufti rcAique teoax, 
Et fide in patriam incorrupt^ notus. 
Ubi omnibus, quae virum civemquc bonum decent, 
officiis fatisfeciflet, 
Paulatim fe k publicis conliliis in otium recipiens. 

Inter literarum amoenitates, 

Inter ante-aftae vitae baud infuaves recordationes. 

Inter amicorum conviftus et amplexus. 

Honorific^ confenuit ; 

Et bonis omnibus, quibus chariflimus vixit, 

Defideratiflimus obiit. 

Hie, juxta cineres avi, fuos condi voluit, et curavit 

Gulielmus Bunbury B""* nepos et haercs. 

PARAPHRASE of the above EPITAPH. 
By Dr. JOHNSON*. 

THOU who furvey'ft thefe walls with curious eye, 
Paufe at his tomb were Hanmer's afhcs lie ; 
His various worth through varied life attend. 
And learn his virtues while thou mourn'ft his cud. 

His force of genius burn'd in early youth, 
With thirft of knowledge, and with love of truth ; 

'* This Paraphrafe Is inferted in Mrs. Williams's MifoeUanies. 
The Latin is there faid to be written by Dr. Freind. Of the 
perfon whofe memory it celebrates^ a cooious account may be 
feen in the Appendix to the Supplement to the Biographia 
Britannica. 

2 His 
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His learning, join'd with each endearing art, 
Charm'd ev'ry ear, and gain'd on evVy heart. 

Thus early wife, th' endangered realm to aid| 
His country call'd him from the ftudious ihdde ; 
In life's firft bloom his publick toils began. 
At once commenced the fenator and man. 

In bulinefs dextVous, weighty in debate. 
Thrice ten long years he laboured for the State ; 
In ev*ry fpeech perfuafive wifdom flowed. 
In ev'ry a<ft refulgent virtue glow'd : 
Sufpended fa<5lion ceas'd from rage and ftrife. 
To hear his eloquence, and praife his life* 

Riefiftlefs merit fix'd the Senate's choice. 
Who haird him Speaker with united voice. 
Illuftrious age ! how bright thy glories fhone. 
When Hanmbr fili'd the chair — and Anne the 
throne 1 

Then when dark arts obfcur'd each fierce debate. 
When mutual frauds perplexed the maze of ifl-atc. 
The moderator firmly mild appeared — 
Beheld with love — with veneration heard. 

This talk perform'd — he fought no gainful poft. 
Nor wifh'd to glitter at his country's coft; 
Stri6t on the right he fix'd his fteadfaft eye, 
With temperate zeal and wife anxiety; 
Nor e'er from Virtue's paths was lur'd afide, 
To pluck the flow'rs of pleafure, or of pride. 
Her gifts defpis'd, Corruption blufh'd and fied. 
And Fame purfu'd him where Conviction led. 

Age call'd, at length, his aftive mind to r^fl*. 
With honour fated, and with cares oppreft ; . • 
To letter'd eafe retir'd and honeft mirth. 
To rural grandeur and domeftic worth : 

Daighted 
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Delighted ftill to pleafe mankind, or mend, 
The patriot's fire yet fparkled in the friend. 

Calm Confcicnce, then, his former life fiirv^ey'd. 
And recolle<5led toils endear'd the Ihade, 
Till Nature call'd him to the general doom. 
And Virtue's forrow dignified his tomb« 



} 



To Mifs HICKMAN*, playing on the Spinnet. 

Bright Stella, form'd for univerfal reign. 
Too well you know to keep the flaves you gain ; 
When in your eyes refiftlefs lightnings play, 
Aw'd into love our conquer'd hearts obey. 
And yield reluctant to defpotic fway : 
But when your mufic foothes the raging pain, "^ 
We bid propitious Heav'n prolong your reign, t 
We blefs the tyrant, and we hug the chain^ } 

When old Timotheus ftruck the vocal ftring, 
Ambition's fury fir'd the Grecian king : 
Unbounded projedls lab 'ring in his mind. 
He pants for room in one poor world confin'd. 
Thus wak'd to rage, by mufic's dreadful powV, 
He bids the fword deftroy, the flame devour. 
Had Stella's gentle touches mov'd the lyre, 
Soon had the monarch felt a nobler fire ; 
No more delighted with deftrutflive war. 
Ambitious only now to pleafe the fair ; 
Refign'd his thirft of empire to her charms, 
And found a thoufand worlds in Stella's arms. 

* Thefc lineSj which have been communicated by Dr. Tur- 
ton, foh to Mrs. Turton, the Lady to whom they are addrefled 
by her maitlen name of Hickman, muft have been written at 
leaft as early &s die year 1734, as that was the year of her mar- 
riage : at how much earlier a period of Dr. Johnfon's life they 
may have been written, is not known. 

PARA- 
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PARAPHRASE of Proverbs, Chap. VL 
Verfeg 6, 7, 8, 9, lo, 11. 
" Co to the Jnt, thou Sluggard^:' 

1 URN on the prudent ant thy heedful eyes, \ 
Obferve her labours, fluggard, and be wife : i . 
No ftern command, no monitorjr voice, 
Prcfcribes her duties, or diredls her choice ; 
Yet, timely provident, (he haftes away. 
To fnatch the bleilings of the plenteous day ; 
When fruitful fummer loads the teeming plain, 
She crops the harveft, and flie ftores the grain. 
How long fhall Sloth ufurp thy ufelefs hour». 
Unnerve thy vigour, and enchain thy pow'rs ; 
While artful fhades thy downy couch inclofe. 
And foft folicitation courts repofe ^ 
Amidft the drowfy^charms of dull delight. 
Year chafes year with unremitted flight, 
Till want now following, fraudulent and flow. 
Shall fpring to feize thee like an an)bufli*d foe. 



HORACE, Lib. IV. Ode VIT. tranflated. 

1 HE fnow, diflblv'd, no more is feen. 
The fields and woods, behold ! are green ; 
The changing year renews the plain. 
The rivers know their banks again ; 
The fprightly nymph and naked grace 
The mazy dance together trace ; 

*• In Mrs. Williams's Mifccllanies, but now printed from the 
original in Dr. Johnfon s own hand-writing. 

The 
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The changing year's fucccffivc plan 

Proclaims mortality to man ; 

Rough winter's blafts to fpring give way. 

Spring yields to fummer's fov' reign ray ; 

Then fummer links in autumn's reign^ 

And winter chills the world again ; 

Her loifes foon the moon fuppHes, 

But wretched man, when once he lies. 

Where Priam and his fons are laid. 

Is nought but afhes and a fhade. 

Who knows if Jove, who counts our fcore. 

Will tofs us in a morning more ? 

What with your friend you nobly fhare 

At leaft you refcue from your heir. 

Not you, Torquatus, boaft of Rome, 

When Minos once has fix'd your doom. 

Or eloquence, or fplendid birth, 

Or virtue, fhall reftore to earth. 

Hippolytus, unjuftly flain, 

Diana calls to life in vain ; 

Nor can the might of Thefeus rend 

The chains of Hell that bold his friend. 

Nov. 1784. 
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g3h5*^^/(?/&WI»^TRANSLATIONS, PARODIES^ and 

BuRLESQUB Verses, moji of them extempore^ are 
taken from Anecdotes of Dr. Johnson^ fub^ 
lifbtd by Mrs. Piozzi. 

ANACREON, ODEIX. 

Lovely courier of the Iky, 
Whence and whither doft thou fly ? 
Scattering, as thy pinions play. 
Liquid fragrance all the way : 
Is it bufinefs ? is it love ? 
Tell me, tell me, gentle dove. 

Soft Anacreon*s vows I bear^ 
Vows to Myrtale the fair ; 
Grac'd with all that charms the heart, 
Blufhing nature, fmiling art. 
Venus, courted by an ode. 
On the bard her dove beftow'd : 
Vefted with a matter's right. 
Now Anacreon rules my flight; 
His the letters that you fee. 
Weighty charge, confign'd to me : 
Think not yet my fervicc hard, 
Joylefs talk without reward ; 
Smiling at my mafter's gates^ . 
Freedom my return awaits; 
But the libVal grant in vain 
Tempts me to be wild again. 
Can a prudent dove decline 
Blifsful bondage fuch as mine ? 
Over hills and fields to roam^ 
Fortune*s gueft without a home ; 

Under 
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Under leaves to hide one's head. 
Slightly fhelterM, coarfely fed : 
Now my better lot beftows 
Sweet repaft, and foft repofe ; 
Now the genVous bowl I lip 
As it leaves Anacreon's lip : 
Void of care, and free from dread. 
From his fingers fnatch his bread ; 
Then, with lufcious plenty jgay. 
Round his chamber dance and play ; 
Or from wine, as courage fprings. 
O'er his face extend my wings ; 
And when feaft and frolic tire. 
Drop afleep upon his lyre. 
This is all, be quick and go, 
More than all thou canfi not know ; 
Let me now my pinions ply, 
I have chatter'd like a pye. 



LINES written in ridicule of certain Ppcins 
publifhed in 1 777. J 

WhERESOFER I turn my view. 
All Is ftrange, yet nothing new ; 
Endlefs labour all along, 
Endlefs labour to be wrong ; 
Phrafe that time hath flung away. 
Uncouth words in difarraiy, 
Trick'd in antique rufF^n(^ bonnet, 
Ode, and elegy, and fonnet. 

PARODY 
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l>ARODY of a TRANSLATION from the 

MeDSA of £UBIPIZ>ES« 

JCiRR fhall they not^ who refolute explom 
Times gloomy backward with judicious eyes } 

And^ fcanning right the pra<5lices of yore. 
Shall deem our hoar progenitors unwife* 

They to the dome where Smoke with curling pla]f 
Announced the dinner to the regions round, * 

Summoned the finger blythe, and harper gay. 
And aided wine with dulcet«ftreaming found. 

The better ufe of notes, or fwcet or Ihrill, 
By quivering firing or modulated wind ; 

Trumpet ot lyre — to their harih bofoms chill 
Adquffion ne'er had fought, or could J)Pt iQod. 

Oh 1 fend them to the fullen manfions dun. 
Her baleful eyes where Sorrow rolls around ; ^ 

Where gloom-enamoured IVGfchief loves to dwell, - 
And Murder, all blood-bolter'd, fchcmes the 
wound. 

When cates luxuriant pile the fpacious dilh^ 
And purple ne<9:ar glads t^e feftive hour ; 

The gueft, without a want, without a wilh. 
Can yield no room to mufick's fooching'powV. 



V01.L M TRANS- 
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TRANSLATION of the Twd Firft Stanzas 
of the Sor>g ** Rio verde^ Ria verde^^ print- 
ed in Bilhop Percy's Reliques of Ancient 
Englilh Poetry. An Impromptu. 

Glassy water, glaffy water, . . , ,. 

Pown whqfc current, clear and ftrong, . 
Chiefs' confus'H in mutual flaughter. 

Moor and Chr ift ian roll along. 



IMITATION of the Style of »♦»». 

Hermit hoar, in folemn ceil 
Wearing put life's erening grey, . 

Strike thy bofom^ fage, and tell 
What is blifs, and which the way. 

Thus I fpoke, and fpcaking figh'd. 

Scarce reprefsM the ftarting tear. 
When Ihe-hoary (age reply*d, 

Come^ my lad^ and drink fome beer. 



BUR^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IkflSCELLAiiEOUS POEMS. 16^ 

BURLESQUE of the foUowing , Lines of 
LoMz D£ Vega. An Impromptu* 

o£ acquien los leones vence 

Vcnce una muger hcrmofa 
O el de flacp averguenqc 

O ella di fer mas furiola. 

If the man who turnips cries^ 
Cry not Wheo his father dies^ 
Tis a proof that he had rather 
Have a turnip than his father. 



TRANSLATION of the following LiHe$ 
at the End of Baretti*s Easy PhrAseo- 
LooT* An Impromptu* 

V IVA viva la padrona ! 
Tutta bella, e tutt& buona^ 
La padrona d un angiolella 
Tutta buona e tutta bella ; 
Tutta bella e tutta buona ; 
Viva ! viva la padrona 1 

LONG may live my loVely Hetty ! 
Always young, and always pretty ; 
Always pretty, always young. 
Live my lovely Hetty long ! 
Always young, and always pretty. 
Long may live my lovely Hetty i 

Ma IM^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1^4 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS* 

IMPROVISO TRANSLATION of the fol- 
lowing Diftich on the Duke of Modena's 
running away from the Comet in 1742 
or 1743. 

OE al vcfiir voftro i principi fe n* vanno 
Dch venga ogni di durate tin anno. 

IP at your coining princes difappear^ 
Comets I come cv'ry dayr--and ftay i ycn^ 



IMPROVISO TRANSLATION of the fol- 
lowing Lines of M. Benserade a fon Lit. 

Theatre des ris, et des pleuw, ' ^ 
Lit ! oil je nais, et'o& je meurs, 
Tu nous fais voir comment voilins, 
Sont nos plaiiirs, et nos chagrins* 

IN bed we laugh, in bed we cry. 
And born in bed,. in bed we die ; 
The near approach a bed naay fliew 
Of human blifs to human woe. 



EPITAPH for Mr. HOGARTfl.- 

1 HE hand of him here torpid lies, 

That drew th' eflential form of grace ; * 
Here cios'd in death th' attentive eyes, 
. X^at faw the manners in the face; 



TRANS. 
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TRANSLATION of the following Lines 
written under a Print reprefenting Per- 
fons Ikaiting. 

OUR un mince chryftal rhjrver conduit Jkurs pas, 
Lc precipice eft fous la glace : 
Telle eft de nos plaifirs la legcre furfacc : 

Gliffcz, mortels ; n'appuyez pas. 

O'er ice the rapid fkaiter flies. 

With fport above, and death below ; 
Where mifchief lurks in gay difguife. 

Thus lightly touch and quickly go. 

IMPROMPTU TRANSLATION of the fame. 

O'br crackling ice, o*er gulphs profound. 

With nimble glide the fkaiters play ; 
O'er treacherous PIcifure'4 flow'ry ground 

Thus ligbdy ikim, and hgfte away. 



To Mrs. THRALE, on her completing her 
thirty*fifth Year» An iMrROMPTu* 

Oft in danger, jH ^ive, 
We are come to tjurty-five ; 
Long may better year§ arrircg 
Better years than thirty-^ve I 
Could philofophers contrive 
Life to flop at thirty-five. 
Time his hours fhould never drive 
O'er the bounds of thirty-five. 

M 3 High 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i66 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 

High tQ foar, and deep to dive. 
Nature gives at thirty-fivcb 
Ladles, ftock and tend your hire. 
Trifle not at thirty-five ; 
For, howp'er we boafl: and ftrive. 
Life declines from thirty-five. 
He that ever hopes to thrive 
Muft begin by thirty-five ; 
And all who wifely wifh to wive 
Muft look on Thralc at thirty-five^ 



IMPROMPTU TRANSLATION of an 

* AIR in the Clemenza db Tito of Mk- 
TASTASio, beginning, " D^h Je piacertni 



vuoi.** 



VV OULD you hope to.gam my hearty 
Bid your teizing doubts depart ; 
He, who blindly truftsj will find 
Faith from cv*ry gcn'rous mind ; 
He, who ftill expects deceit. 
Only teaches how to cheat. . 



TRANS- 
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TRANSLATION of a Speech of Aqjjileio 
in the Adrian o of Metastasio, begin- 
ning *• Tu che in Corie invecbiaftiy 

Grown old in courts, thou furely art not one 

Who keeps the rigid rules of antient honbur ; 

Well fkiird to foothe a foe with looks of kindnefs. 

To link the fatal precipice before him, 

And then lament his fall with feeming friendfhip : 

Open to all, true only to thyfelf, 

Thou knojv'ft thofc arts which blaft with envious 

praifc. 
Which aggravate a fault with feign'd excufes. 
And drive difcountenanc'd virtue from the throne ; 
That leave the blame of rigour to the prince^ 
And of his ev*ry gift ufurp die merit ; 
That hide in feeming zeal a wicked purpofe. 
And only build upon another's ruin. 



M 4 POE- 
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£x ftlicoo ingenio poeta^ ex fuo t^tum verfificator. 

ScALio. P6et. 

TOLLITE concentum, Solymseae toUite nymph* 
Nil mortale loquor ; coelam mihi carminis alta 
Materics ; pofcunt gravius cceleftia pkArum. 
Miifcofi fontes, fylveftria teda valete, 
Aonidefque Dcae, et mendacis fomnia Pindi : 
Tu, mihi, qui flammA movifti pCiftora fknifti 
SidcreA Ifate, digrios accende furores ! 

^ Immatura calens rapitur per fecula rates 
Sic orfus -^ Qoalis reruxn mihi nafcitur ordo f 
Virgo! virgoparit! felix radicibus arbor 
Jeffaeis furgit, * mulcentcfque aethera flores 
Coelcile^ lambunt animae, ramifque columba> 
Nuncia facra Dei, plaudentibus inlidet alis. 
Nediareos rorcs, alimentaque mitia coelum 
Praebeat, et tacite foecundos irriget imbret. 
Hue, foedat quos lepra, urit quos febris, adefie^ ^ 
Dia falutares fpirant medicamina rami ; 
Hie requies fcflis ; non facra faevit in umbra 
Vis Borcae gelida, aut rapidi violentia folis. 
Irrita vanefcent prifca veftigia fraudis 
Juftitiaequc manus pretio imcmerata bilancem 

Attollct 
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Attollet reducis ; bellis prastendet olivas 
Compofitis pax alma fiw, tcrrafque rcvifens 
Sedatas niveo virtus lucebit amidiu : 
Volvantur celeres anni I lux purpuret ©rtum 
Expedlata diu ! naturae clauftra refringens> 
Nafcere^ magne puer 1 tibi primas^ ecc^^ corollas 
Deproperat tellus, fundit tibi munera, quicquid 
Carpi r Arabs, hortis quicquid frondefcit £ois. 
Altius, en ! Lebanon gaudentia culmina tollit^ 
En ! futnmo exultant nutantes vertice fylvae, 
Mittit aromaticas vallis Saronica nubes, 
£t juga Carmeli recreant fragrantia coelum. 
Deferti laetd moUefcunt afpera voce 
Auditur Deus ! ecce Deus ! reboantia circum 
Saxa fonanty Deus ; ecce Deus ! defledlitur aether, 
Demifiumque Deum tellus capit ; ardua cedrus^ 
Gloria fylvarum, dominum inclinata falutet. 
Surgite convalles, tumidi fubfidite montes ! 
jStcrnite faxa yiaoi, rapidi difcedite fliidlus ; 
En ! quem turba diu eccinerunt enthea, vates 
En ! falvator adeft ; vultus agnofcite caeci 
Divinos, furdos facra vox permulceat aures. 
nie cutim fpiilam vifus hebetare vetabit, 
Keclulifque oculfs iniundet amabile lumen ; 
Obftri^Slafque din linguas in carmina folvet 
Ille vias^ocia paadet, flexufque liquemts 
Harmonic purgata novos mirabitur auris. 
Accrefcunt teneris tadu nova robora nervis : 
Confuetus fulcro iunixus reptare bacilli 
Nunc faltu capreas^ nunc curfu provocat euros. 
Non plandlus, non moefta fonant fufpiria ; pedtut 
Singultans mulcet^ lachrymantes tcrgit ocellos. 
Vincla coercebum lu(5lantem adamantina mortem^ 
'., ' jEternoquo 
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^temoquc Orci dominator vulnerc langucns 
Invalidi' raptos fceptri plorabit honores. 
Ut qua dulce ftrepent fcatebrae, qua lata vircfcunt 
Pafcua, qua blandum fpirat puriffimus aer, 
Faftpr agit pecudes, teneros tnodo fufcipit agnos 
Et gremio fotis fcledlas porrigit hcrbas, 
Amiflas modo quaerit oves, revocatque vagantes ; 
Fidus adeft cuftos, feu nox furat horrida nitnbis> 
Sive.dies tnedius moricntia torreat arva. 
Poftera fie paftor divinus fecla beabit, 
Et curas fclix patrias teftabitur orbis. 
Non ultra infcftis concurrent agmrna fignis^ 
Hoftiles oculis flammas jaculantia torvis; 
Non litui accendent bellum, non campus ahenis 
Trifte corufcabit radiis ; dabit hafta recufa 
Vomerem, et in falcem rigidus curvabitur enfis^ 
Atria, pacis opus, furgent, finemque caduci 
Natus ad optatum perducet caepta parentis. 
Qui duxit fulcos» illi teret area meffcm, 
Et ferae texent vites umbracula proli. 
Attoniti dtlmeta vident inculta.coloni 
Suave rubers ^bfis, -fitientefque inter arenas - 
Garrula mirantur falienris mnrmura rivi. 
Per faxa,* ignivomi nuper fpelaea draconrs,' 
Canna vtret, juncique tremit variabilis timbra. 
Horruit irrt^Iexo qua valHs fente, figurae 
Surgit amans abies teretis, buxique fetjuaces 
Artificis frondent dextrae ; palmilque rubeta " - •' *^ 
Afpera, odoratae cedunt mala gramina myrto. 
Per valles focirfta lupo lafciviet agna, 
dumque'leorie petet tutu3 praefepe jurencus. •* "- 
Florea manfuetas petulantes vinculatigri \ ' 
PeVlud'iim^pueTi"injicient,' et ftffzciAvAm^^ ^^^''' 
'^ *' Membra 
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Membra viatoris recreabunt frigore linguae* 
Serpentes teneris nil jam lethale micantes 
TraAabit palmis infan -, motufquc trifulcse 
Rklebit linguae innocuos, fquamafque virentes - 
Aureaque admirans rutilantis fulgura cri^se. 
Indue reginam, turritae frontis honorcs 
Tplle Salema facros, quam circum gloria pennas 
Explicat, incincftam radiatae luce tiarae! 
En ! formofa tibi fpatiofa per atria^ proles 
Ordinibus furgit denfis, vitamque requirit 
Impatiens, lenteque fluentes increpat annos. 
JEcce peregriilis fervent tua limina turbis ; 
Barbarus en ! clarum divino lumine templum 
Ingreditur, cultuque tuo manfuefcere gaudet. 
Cinnameos cumulos, Nabathaei munera Teris^ 
Eccc cremant genibus tritae regalibus araa ! ^ 
Solis Ophyraeis crudum tibi montibtis aurum 
Maturant radii ; tibi balfama fudat Idume. 
-^heris en portas facro fulgore micantes 
Coelicolae pandont, torrentis aurea lucis 
Flumina prorompunt ; non pofthac fole rubefc c 
India nafcenti, placidsev'e argentea nocftis 
Luna vices revehet ; radios pater ipfe diei 
Proferet archetypes ; coeleftis gaudia lucis 
Ipfo fonte bibes, quae circumfula beatam 
Regiam inundabit, nuUis ccflura tenebris. 
Littora deficiens arentia deferet aequor ; 
Sidera fumabunt, diro labefa^la trcmore . 
'Saxacadent» folidique liquefcent robora montis : ^ 
Tu fecura tamen confufe elementa videbis, 
Laetaque Media Temper dominabere rege, 
PoUicitis firmata Dei, ftabilita ruinis. 

[Jstt. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC __ 



17* P O E M A T A. 



Um. 2d, ai, I77J.] 

yTTM qui varia» vices 
Rerum perpetuus temperat Arbiter^ 

La^o cedere lumini 
Kodtis trifijtiam qui gelidae jubet, 

Acri fanguine turgidos, 
Obdu6iofque oculos nubibus humidis 

Sanari voluit meos. 
£t me, cimAa beaos cui nocuit dies, 

Luci reddidit et mihi. 
Qua te kude, Deus qua prece profequar ? 

Sacii difcipulis libri 
Te femper ihidiis utilibus colam : 

Grates, fuoune Pater, tuis 
Ke6te qui fruitur muueribus, dcdit 



[Dec. 2Ss I779-] 

Nunc dies Chnfto memoranda nato 
Fulfit, in peAus mihi fontc purom 
Gaudium facro fluat, et bcnigni 

Gratia Coeli I 
Chrifte da tutam trepido quietcm, 
Chrifte, fpem praefta ftabilem timenti ; 
Pa fidem certam^ precibufque fidis 

Annue, Oirtfie. 



[!• 
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[In Ledo^ die Paffionif. Apr. 13^ i7ti.] 

ibUMME Deus^ qui femper amas quodcunqut 
cre&fti; 

Judice quo^ fteleram eft poonituiiTe ialus : 
Da veteres noxas animo lie fiere novato^ 

Per Chriftom at reniam fit reperire mihi. 



[In Le&o. Dec. 25, 1781.] 

OPE non inani confugU, 
Feccator^ ad latua meum ; 
Quod pofcis^ baud unquam tibi 
Negabitur folatium. 



|;Node> inter ii6 et 17 Junii^ 2783 *.] 

OUMME Pater> quodcunque tuum ^ de corporc 
Numen :j; 

Hoc flatuat ||, precibus ^ Chriftus adeiTe vellt : 
Ingenio parcas, nee lit mihi culpa rog&ife ^, 

Qua folum potero parte, placere ** tibi. 

* The ^ight above referred to by Dr. Johnfon wag that in 
which a paralytic flroke bad deprived him of his voice 3 and, in 
the anxiety he felt leil it fhould iikewife have impaired his under- 
landing, he compofed the above LineSy and faid, concerning 
them, that he knew at the time that they were not good, bnt then 
that he deemed hia difoemiog this to be fufBdent for the qnieUog 
the anxiety before mtntioned« as it ihewed him that his power 
of judging was not diminiihcd. 

t Al. tuae. X ^' Icg^s- il ^' ftatuant^ 

• i Al. votis. f Al, precari. ♦* Al. litwe. • 

- . . [Cal. 
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£Cal. Jan. In Iedo> ante lucem. 1784;] 

oUMME dator vitse, naturae aete rne magifter^ 
Caurarum feries quo modcranteliuit^ 

Refpice quern fubiget fenium, morbique feniles. 
Quern, terret^vitae naet^ propinqua fuae, 

Refpice inutiliter lapfi quem poenitet aevi ; 
Redle ut poeniteat^ Tc^ice, magne parens* 



Jl ATER bcnigne^ fumma femper IcnizsLS, 
Crimine gravatam plurimo' men tern leva; ' ' 
Concede veram pcEnltentiami precor, 
poncede agendam legibus vitam tuis. 
Sacri vagantes luminis greiTus face 
Rege, et tuere, quae nocent peUcns procul ; 
Veniam petenti» fumme da veniamy'patei^; 
Veniaeque lanfta pacis adde gaudia :. 
Sceleris ut expers omni, et vacuus metu, 
Te^ mente purd, mente tranquilld colam : 
Mihi dona morte haec impetret Chriilus fud. 



[Jan. 18, 1784.] 

SUMME Pater, puro colluftra lumine pedlus, 

Anxietas noceat ne tenebrofa mihi. 
In me fparfa mauu virtutum femina larga ' 

Sic ale, proveniat meflis ut ampla boni. 
NoAes atque dies animo fpes laeta recurfet, - 

Certa mihi ikndlo flagret amore fides. 

Ccrta 
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Certa vetat dubitare fides, fpes laata timere, 
Velleivetet cqiquam non bene fan<Stus amor. 

Da, ae'lint permiflki pater, mihi praemia fruftra^ 
£t co}6re, et leges feoaper amare tuas. 

HsBc mibi, qi*o gent^s, quo fccula, Chriftc, pi4fti, 
Sanguiite^ precanti promereare tuo ! 



[Feb. 27, 1784.] 

IvllBNS mea quid quereris? veniet tibi moUioi^ 
hora, t ' ' \ 

In fummo ut videas numihe Iseta patrem ; - 
Divinam- tnfontes iram placavit Jefiis ; ' 

Nunc eft pro pcena poenituiiie reis. 



CHRISTIANUS PERFECTUS. 

\^UI cupit in fanAos Chrifto cogcntc referri, 
Abftergat mundi labem, nee gaudia carnis 
Captans, nee faftu tumidus, femperque futuxo 
Inftet, et ev«llens terroris fpicula corde, 
Sufpiciat tandem clementem in numine patrem. 

Huic quoque, nee genti nee ieAse noxius ulli^ 
Sit faeer orbis amor,' miferis qui Temper adefle 
Geftiat, et, nullo pietatis limite claufus, 
Cun<5lorum ignofeat vitiis, pietate fruatur. 
Ardeat huie toto facer ignis pecftore, poffit 
Ut vitam, pofcat fi res, irapendere vcro. 
' Cura placere Deo fit prima, lit ultima^ fkndbe 
Irruptum vitae eupiat fervare tenorcm ; 
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£t fibi, delirans qtumquam et peccatcNr in iionU 
, Difpliccat, fenrct tutum fub pe6tore retShim : 
Nee natet, et nunc has partes^ nunc eligat illas^ 
Nee dubitet tjuem dicat heruniy fed, lotus in nno^ 
Se fidum addicat Chrifto^ mortalia teameBs. 

Sed timeat Temper, caveatque ante cunnia, turbflS 
Ne ftolidss fimilis, leges libi fegreget audax 
Quas fervare velit, leges quas lentus omittat. 
Plenum opus effugiens, aptans juga mollia collo 
Sponte fua demens ; nihilum decedere fummae 
Vuk Deusy at qui cun£la dedit tibi^ cun^Aa ic{K>fdt« 
Denique perpetuo contendit in ardua nifu^ 
AuxiHoque'Dei fretns, jam mente ferena 
Pergity et imperiis fenixt fe dulcibus adhun* 
Paulatim mores, animum, iritamque refii^> 
ISfiigiemque Dei, quantum fervare licebit^ 
Induit, et, terris major, coeleftia fpirat. 



jETERNE rcrum conditor> 
Salutis aeternae dator ; 
Felicitatis fcdibus. 
Qui nee fceleftos exigis, 
Quofcumque fcelerum poenitet ; 
Da, Chrifte, poenitentiam, 
Veniamque, Chrifte, da mihi ; 
.^Egrum trahenti fpiritum 
Succorre praefens corpori, 
Mufto gravatam crimine 
JMentem bcnignus allcva* 

Luck. 
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Luce coUuftret mihl peftus alma, 
PcUat et triftes ariimi tenebras, 
Nee finat femper tremere ac dolore, 

• Gratia Chrifti: 
Me pater tandem reducem benigno 
Summus amplexu foveat, beato 
Me gregi fan<Sius focium beatum 

Spirltus addat* 

JEJUNIUM ET CIBUS. 

S>ERVIAT ut menti corpus jejunia ferva, 
Ut mens utatur corpore^ fume cibos* 

ADURBANUM*. 1738. 

Urbane, nullb feffe laboribus. 
Urbane, nullis viAe calumnijs, 
Cui fronte fertum in erudita 

Perpetuo viret, et virebit ; , 

Quid moliatur gens imitantium. 
Quid et minetur, follicitus parum, 
Vacare folis perge Mulis, 
Juxta animo ftudiifque foelix. 
Lingnas procacis plumbea fpicula, 
Fidens, fuperbo frange iilentio ; 
Vi6lrlx per obftantes catervas 
Sedulitas animofa tendet, 
Intcnde nervos fortis, inanibus 
Rifurus olim nifibus erauli ; 
Intende jam nervos, habebia 
Participes opera camoenas. 

* Sec Gent. Mag. Vol. VIII. p. 156; and fee alfo the ItH 
troduaion to Vol. LIV. 

Vol. I. ' N Non 
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Non ulla Muiis ps^na grattor, 
Quam quae feveris ludicra jungere 
Novit, fatigatamque nugis 
Utilibus Tccreare mentem. 

Texentc nymphis ferta Lycoridc, 
Kofae ruborem lie viola adjuvat 
Immifta, fie Iris refulget 
JExhevtin variata fiicis. 



IN RIVUM A MOLA STOANA UCHFELDIiR 
DIFFLUENTEM. 

iiRRAT adhuc vltreus perpiata vireatla rivus^ 

Quo toties lavi membra teiidla puer ; 
Hie delufa radi fraftrabar brachia mdtu, 

Dum doeuit blanda voce natare pater, 
f^ecerunt rami latebras^ tenebrifque dinmis 

Pendula fecretas abdidit arbor aqnas. 
Nunc veteres duris perifire feeuribus umbr», 

Longinquifque ociilis nuda lavacra patent. 
Lympha tamen curfus agit indefefTa perennts, 

Te6laque qua fluxTt, nunc et aperta fluit. 
Quid ferat externi velox, quid deterat Mas, 

Tu qubque feeurus res age, Nife, tuas* 



rNfiei SEATTON. 

[Poft Lexicon A^nglicanuoi aufbim et emeHdatuoi.'] 

Lexicon ad finem longo lu6bmine tandem 
Scaliger ut dixit, tenuis pcrtaefus opellaei, 
Vik indignatus ftudium, nugafque moleftas, 

Jngemit^ 
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f ligeniit exofus» fcribendaqiie lexical man.dat 
l>amnatist jxsoam pro poknis omnibus unam. 

lllc quideni rec^c, fub|imis, doiftus ct acer. 
Quern decuitmajota fequi, majprjbus aptum, [tutrix 
Ctai veteruni modo fa6la ducum, modo carmina va<^ 
(^flcrat ct^quicquid virtus, fapientia quicqutd, 
t>ixcrat, impcriique vices, co^lique meams, 
ingcntcmc|pe animo ftclorumvolveret orbem. 

Fallicnur cxemplis ; . tetnere fibi turba fcholarum 
Ima tuas credit permitti Scaliger Iras. 
Quifque fuum.n6rit tiiodulutn; tibi prime^ virorum 
Ut ftudiis fj[tereth, aut aufim par elTe querelis^ 
Non mibi forte datum ; lenti feu fanguinis obfipt 
Prigora, feu nimium longo jacuiflTc veterno, 
Sive mihi tuentem dederit natura mmorepi* 

Te fterili fun(5tum cura, vocumque falebris 
Tuto elu^latuni fpatiis fapientia dia 
Excipit Athereis, ars omnis plaudit amico^ 
linguarumque omni terra difcdrdia concors 
Multipllci reducem circum fonatore magiftrum. 

Me, penii inimunis cum jam mihi reddor^ inertis 
Defidiae fors dura manet, grariorque labore 
I'riftis et atra quies, et tardse tsedia yits&, 
Nafcuntur curis curs6, vexatque doloi^m 
Importuna cohors^ vacuae mala fomnia mentis* 
Nunc clambfajuvantnodlumde gaudia menfe^ 
Nunclocafolaplacent; fruftrate, Somne, recumbena 
Alme Yoco, impatiens noAis metuenfque diei. 
Omnia percuri'o trepidus, circum omnia luftro^ 
Si qua ufquam pateat melioris femita vitje. 
Nee quid agam invenio, meditatus grandia, cogor 
Notior ipfe mibi fieri, incultumque £iteri 
Pe^bus^ et ingenium vano fe robore jadtans. 

N 2 Ingenium 
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Ingeniutn nifi matericm doArina miniftrat, 
Ccflat inops rerum, ut torpet, fi marmoris abfit 
Copia, Phidiaci fecunda potentia coeli. 
Quicquid agam, quocunque ferar, conatibus obftat 
Res angufta domi, et niacrse penuria mentis. 

Non rationis opes animus, nunc parta recenfcna 
Confpicit aggeftas, et fe miratur in illis, 
Ncc fibi de gaza praefcns quod poftulat ufus 
Summus adefle jubet celfa dominator ab arce ; 
Non, operum ferie feiriem dum computat aevi, 
Praeteritis fruitur, Isetos aut fumit honores 
Ipfc fui judex, adlae bene munera vitae ; 
Sed fua rcgna videns, loca nodtc filentia late 
Horret, ubi vanae fpecies, umbraeque fugaces, 
Et rerum volitant rarae per inane figurae. 

Quid faciam ? tenebrifne pigram damnare feneAam 
Reftat ? an accingar ftudiis gravioribus audax ? 
Aut, hoc fi nimium eft, tandem nova lexicapofcam ? 



AD THOMAM LAURENCE, 

MEDICUM BOCTISSIMUM, 
Cum filium peregrc agentem defiderio nimia trifti profeqQeretur« 

r ATERIS ergo, quod populus folet 
Crepare vaecors, nil fa^ientiam 
Prodefle vitae, literafquc ; 
In dubiis dare terga rebus. 

Tu, queis laborat fors hominum, mala, 
Tsfcc vincis acer, nee pateris pius, 
Te mille fuccorum potentem 
Deilituit medicina mentis. 

6 Per 
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Per caeca noif^is tsedia turbidae, 
Pigrae per horas lucis inutiles^ 
Torpefque, languefcifque, curis 
Solicitus nimis heu ! paternis. 
Tandem dolori plus fatis eft datum, 
Exurge fortis, nunc animis opiis, 
Te, doAa, Laurenti; vetuftas, 
Te medici revocant labores. 
Permitte fummo quiquid habes patri, 
Permitte fidens, et muliebribus. 
Amice, majorem querelis 

Reddc tuis, tibi redde, mentem. 



IN THEATRO, March 8, 1771. 

1 ERTII verfo quater orbe luftri, 
Quid theatrales tibi, Crifpe, pompse ? 
Quam decct canos male litteratos 

Sera'voluptas ! 
Tene mulceri fidibus canoris ? 
Tene cantorum modulis ftupere ? 
Tene per pidlas oculo elegante 

Currere formas ? 
Inter sequales, fine felle liber,. 
Codices, veri ftudiofus, inter 
Redtius vives. Sua quifquc carpat 

Gaudia gratus« 
Lufibus gaudet puer otiofis, 
Luxus obledlat juvenem theatri. 
At feni fluxo fapienter uti 

Tempore reftat 
N 3 INSULA 
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INSULA KENJSTETHf , INTER HEBRIOA8, 

Jl ARVA quidem regio, fed rcligione priorum 

Clara Caledoni^s pan.ditur inter aquas. 
Voce ubi Cennethus populos domuiffe fcroces 

Dicitur, et vanos dedocuiffe dcos, 
Hue ego dclatus placido per caerula curfui 

Scire locus volui quid dar^t ifte novi. 
niic Leniades humili regnabat in auk, 

Lcniades, magnis nobilitatus avis. 
Una duas cepit cafa cufh genitoie puellas^ 

Quas Amor undarom crederet effe deas. 
Nee tamen inculti gi^lidis latuere fub antris, 

Accola Dariiibii qualja faeVus babet. 
MoUia non defunt vacuae folatia vitae 

Sive libros pofcant otia, five lyram. 
Fulferat ilia dies^ legi^ qua dodiba fupern^ 

Spes hominum et curas geps procul eflc jubet^ 
Ut precibus juftas avertat jiuminis iras 

Et fummi accendat pe6tus amQre bohi. 
Ponti inter ftrepitus non facri mupera cultu^ 

Ceflarunt, pi.ctas hie qugque ciira fuit. 
Nil opus eft aeris facfa de turre fonantis 

Admonitu, ipfa fuas punciat Hora vices. 
Quid, quod facpfici rcrfayit foemina libros^ 

Sint pro legitimis pura labella iicni. 
flup vagof ulterius ? quod ubique rcquiritur hip pft. 

Hip fecura GiLiieS| hie et horteftus amcir. 



SJCIA, 
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JrONTI prefiindM claufa receflSbus, 
Strepens procellis, rupibus obiita^ 
Quam grata defeiTo virentem^ 
Skia^ finum nebulofa pandU I 

His, cura, credo, fedibus exulat ; 
His blanda certe pax habitat kx;is ; 
Non in, non moaror quietis 
Infidias meditatur horis* 

At non cavat& rupe latefcere, 
Menti nee aegrae nK>ntibus aviis 
Prodeft vagari, nee frementes 
In fpeeula numerare fluAus. 

Humana virtus non iibi fufficit ; 
Datur nee sequum euique animum fibi 
Parare poffe, uteunque ja^ct 
Grandiloquus nimis alta Zeno. 

Exaeftuantis pedtoria in^petum 
Rex fumme, folus tu regis, arbiter ; 
Mentifqiie» te tollente, flu6lus ; 
Te, refident, moderante fluAus. 



ODE DE SKIA INSULA. 

X ERMEO terras ubi nuda rupes , 
Saxeas mifcet nebulis ruinas, 
Torva ubi rident fteriles eoloni 

Rura labores. 
N 4 Pcnragbr 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i84 POEMATA^ 

Pervagor gentes hominum ferorumt 
Vita ubi nullo decorata Qultu 
Squallet informis^ tiguiique fumis 

Fcdda latefcit. 

Inter erroris falebrofa longi. 
Inter ignotae, fbrepitus loquelae, 
QuQt inodis^ mecum, quid agat, requiro, 

Thralia dulcia ? 

Seu viri curas, pia nupta mulcet, 
Seu fovct mater fobolem bcnigna, 
Sive cum libris novitate pafcit 

Sedula mentem* 

Sit mempr noftri, fideique fcdvat 
Fida mercedem, meritoque blandum 
Thraliae difc^t refonare nomen 

]Littora Sluas, 



S P E S, 



Apr. i6, i}Sj. 



HORA fie peragit citata curfum ; 
Sic diem fequitur dies fugacem ! 
Spes novas nova lux parity fecunda 
Spondcns. omnia crcdulis homuUis ; 
Spes ludit ftolidas, metuque caeco 
I^ttS »ngit| miferos lud^ns homuUos* 



VERSXJS, 
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VERSUS^ eoLLARi caprjc dominx BANKS 

INSCKIBENDI. 

PeRPETUI, ambiti bis terrd premia laftig 
Hasc habetf altrici capra fecunda Jovis. 



AB FQSMINAM aUANDAM 6SKBR0SAM QVJE LZ« 
BE&TATIS CXVSJE IN 8B&M0NB PATROCINATA 
FUERAT. 

X^IBER ut efle velim, fuafifti, pulchra Maria : 
Ut maneam liber, pulchra Maria^ vale. 



JACTURA TEMPORIS. 

JtlORA perit furtim laetis, mens temporis aegra 
Figritiam inculat^ nee minus hora perit 



r UAS navis recipit, quantum lit pondus aquarumf 
Diniidium tanti ponderis intret onus. 



C^UOT vox miffa pedes abit horae parte fecunda ? 
Undecics centum denos quater adde duofque. 

Elg 
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Ei^ BIPXION*. 

^Q\i zi^ol$ ypu}l/QiJi£yoy KipXf^ a>J\JOv ^orj. 



'A7\Xoc Tol" els Bvifl^i KvTT^ h^fi^Bv "Ovocpr 
ZfiuV ij£v®^ (pXcyosvji 'GToXsig €xrfnpT€ Kg^vuSy 
"O^fjiatri Ku^LTT^ Aios KvTrfug ci'(rjci (pif$i. 

In ELIZiE Enigma. 

Quis formae modus imperio ? Venus arrogitt AudaK 
Omnia, ncc curae funt fua fccptra Jovi. 

Ab Jore Maeonides defcendere fomnia narrat : 
Haec veniunt Cypriae fomnia mifla Deae. 

Jupiter unus crat, qui ftravit fulmine gentet i 

, Nunc armant Veneris lumina tela Jovis# 

« The Rev. Dr. ThomM Bircli» author of the Hiftoiy of tho 
Royal Society, and other works of note. 

f The lady oa whom thefe verfes^ and the Latin oaei that 
immediately follow, were written, is the celebrated Mrs. Elist* 
beth Garter^ who tranflated the works of £pi6tetu8 from tho 
Crieek. 

OQUI 
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* O QUI bienighus crimina igndlcis, pater 
Facilifque femper confitenti ades reo^ 
Aurcm favencem' precibus O praebc meis ; 
Scelerum catenA me laborantem gravd 
interna tandem liberet dementia^ 
Vt fumma laus fic^ fumma Chrifto gloria 



Pea ykas tei^bMsf tefciili<),He incertsi ttigMMn 

Kumine ptBsknti me tueare pater ! 
Me ducat lux iandla, Deus, lux fandla fequatur; 

Ufque regat greflus, gratia fida meos. 
»$c peragam tua juifaltbefts^ accindVus ad omne 

M^datum^ vivam fie moriarque tibi. 



Me, pater dmnipoten*, de pur6 refpiee ccela, 
Quem mceftufn et tiAidum erimina dira gravant; 

Da veniam pacemque mihi, da, mente ierena, 
Ut tibi qufie pl^eaAt, omnia promptus agam. 

Soiyi, quo ChHihis cun£lis delidla redemit, 
Et pro me pfetiutli, tu patiare, pater. 

* This and the thre« fcdlowing arttclef are metrical verfions 
of colle£bIn the Liturgy > the firil, of that, beginoiDg> '' OGod, 
'' whofe nature and property }* thd ad and ^d, of the colleds for 
the 17th and aid Sundays after Trinity i and the 4th^ of the ift 
OoUeft in the eoftununion fenrice* 

[Dec. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i88 POEM ATA. 



[Dec. 5, 1784*.] 

SUMME Deus, cui caeca patent penetralia cordis; 

Quern nulla anxietas, nulla cupido fugit ; 
Quem nil vafrities peccantum fubdola celat ; 

Omnia qui fpedtans, omnia ubique regis ; 
Mentibus afflatu terrenas ejice fordes 

Divino, fanftus regnet ut intus amor : 
Eloquiumque potens linguis torpentibus afier^ 

Ut tibi laus omni femper ab ore fonet : 
Sanguine quo gentes, quo fecula tundta piavitj 

Haec nobis Ckriftus promeruifle velit ! 



PSALMUS CXVIL 

AnNI qua volucris ducitur orbita, 
Patrem eo&licolAm perpetuo colunt 
Quovis fanguine cretae 
Gentes undique carmine. 
Patrem, cujus amor blandior in dies 
Mortales miferos fervat, alit, fovct, 
Omnes undique gentes, 
Sanfto dicite carmine. 



* The day on which he received the facramcnt for the laft 
time ; and eight days before his deceafc. 

SEU 
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oEU te fseva, levitas five improba fecit, 

Mufca, meae comitem, participemquc dapis. 
Pone metum, roftrum fidens immitte culuUo, 

Nam licet, et toto prolue laeta mero. 
Tu, quamcunque tibi velox indulfcrit annus, 

Carpe diem, fugit, heu non revocanda dies ! 
Quas nos blanda comes, quae nos perducat eodem^ 

Volvitur hora mihi, volvitur hora tibi ! 
Una quidem, fie fata volunt, tibi vivitur aBftas^ 

Eheu, quid decies plus mihi fexta dedit ! 
Olim praeteritae numeranti tempora vitae^ 

Sexaginta annis non minor unus erit« 



T HaBEO, dedi* quod alteri ; 
Habuique, quod dedi mihi ; 
Sed quod reliqui, perdidi. 

* The above is a verfion of the fong, '' Bufy, curious, thirfty 
fly." 

t Thefe lines are a veriion of three fentences that are faid in 
the manufcript to be " On the monument o^ John of Doncafterj" 
and which are as follow : 

What I gave that I have ; 

What I fpcnt that I had j 

What I left that I loft. 

E WAL- 
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♦E WALTONI PISCATORE PERFECfO 
EXCERPTUM. 

rJUNC, per gramiiia fpiij 
Deiiil fronde fali^ij. 
Dam defcnditur irobcr, 
MoUes dqcicnus boras. 
.Hie, 4um debita morti 
P«ilum vita.moratyify 

♦ Thftfc Line* are a IVanflation of part of a' Seng in the <ionK 
plete'Angler-^f Ifaac Walton,, undtten by John CbaMu^l,A fri^d 
of SpeAff r>j aod; a cqcnI ppet ^n- Us* tiuaae. The^ are but part of 
the laft ftanza^vbich^ that the reg^d^^ay ha^e. it entire, is hpm 
pYcsk at length. 

If the fun*8 exceffive heat 

Make our bodies fWelter, 
To an oiier hedge we get 
For a fricndJy ihclter ! 
Where in a dike, 
Pearch or pike, . 
&oachofdac6, 
-We. do chafe. 
Bleak or gudgeon^ 
Without grudging^ 
We are &ji^ contented. 

Oi we fometimes pafs an houf 

^ Under, a green willow, 
Tliat defefkis us from a ihower, 
Making learth our pillow } 
Wicrc we may 
Think and pray. 
Before death 
Stops our breath : 
Other joys 
Are but toys. 
And to be lamented. 

Nunc 
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Nunc refcirc priora^ 
Nunc inftare futuris^ 
Nunc fummi prece {ux&i 
Patris numen adire eft. 
Quicquid quasritur ultra^ 
Caoco ducit amore^ 
Vel fpe ludit inani, 
LutS):u8 max pariturupd. 



\iUISQUIS iter tendis, vitreas qua lucidus undaa 
Speluncas latd Thamefis pra^endit opacas ; 
Marmore& trepidant quas lentae in fornice guttae^ 
Cryftallifque latex fraAus fcintillat acutis ; 
Gemmaque, luxurias nondum famulata nitenti 
Spkndit, et incoquitur te<5^m fine fraude metallutn} 
Ingredere O ! rerum pur& cole mente parentem ; 
Auriferafque auri metuens fcrutare cavemas. 
Ingredere ! Egeriae facrum en tibi panditur antrum^ 
Hie, in fe totum, longe per opaca futuri 
Temporis, Henricumrapuit via vivida mentis : 
Hie pia VindamiUs traxit fufpiriaf in ipf& 
Morte memor patriae ; hie, Marmontl pediore pcijnii 
Coeleftis fido caluerunt femina flanamse. 
Temnere opes, pretium fccleris, patriamque tueri 
Fortis, ades ; tibi fponte patet vienerabile limen. 

^ The above Lines are a veriioii of Pope*s verfes on his own 
l^otto^ which begin, *' Thou wliD flialt Hop whejre Thumf 
(ranilucent wave/* 
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GRJEOORUM EPIGRAMMATUM VERSIONES 
METRICiE- 

Pag. 2. Brodsei edit. Baf. Ann. 1549 

Won Argos pugilem, non me Meilana creavit 9 
Patna Sparta mihi efti, patria clara viriltm. 

Arte valent ifti, miiii robo revivere folo eft^ 
Convenit ut natis^ mclyta Sparta, tuis. 



Br. %. 

QuANDOQUroEMpaffim nulla ratlone feruntur, 
CuniSla cinis, cunAa et ludicra, cunffca nihil. 



Br. 5. 

PeCTORE qui duro, crudos de vite racemos 
Venturi exfecuit, vafcula prima n[ieri, 

Labraque conftri Aus^ femtfos^ jamque terendos 
Sub pedibus, populo praetercunte, jacit. 

Supplicium huic^ quoniam crefcentia gaudia laefit, 
• Det Bacchus^ dederat quale, Lycurge, tibi. 

Hae potcrant uvae laeto convivia cantu, 
Mulcere, aut pe<5lus trifte levaro malis. 



Br. 8. 

Jr ERT humerls claudum validis per compita caecu^ 
Hie oculos focio commodate ille pedes« 

aur. 
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Br. lo. 

(^UI, mutare vias aufus tcrraeque marifque, 
Trajecit montes nauta, fretumque pedes, 

Xerxi, tercentum Spartae Mars obftitit acris 
Militibus ; terris fit pelagoque pudor ! 



£r. II. 

OlT tibi, Calliope, Parnaflum, cura, tenenti, 
Alter ut adfit Hotnerus, adeft etenim alter Achilles. 



Br. 1 8. 

jfxD Mufas Venus hnec ; Veneri parete puella?. 

In vos ne miffus fplcula tendat amor. 
Hasc Mufae ad Veherem ; fie Marti, diva, mineris,' 

Hue nunquam volitat debilis ifte puer, 

Br. 19. 

PrOSPERA fors ncc te ftrepitofo turbine tollat, ^ 

Nee menti injiciat fordida eura jugum ; 
Nam vita incertis incerta itnpellitur auris, 

Omnefque in partes tra6la, retradbt fluit ; 
Firma manet virtus ; virtuti inniterc, tutus 

Per flu6lus vitae fie tibi curfus erit. 

Bn24. 

HORA bonis quafi nune inftet fuprema fruaris, 

Plura ut vi6lurus fecula, parce bonis : 
Divitiis, utrinque cavens, qui tempore parcit, "" 

Tempore divitiis ucitur, illc fapit. 

Vol. I. O NUN- 
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Bn 24. 

^UNQUAM jugera meiiibus onufia, aut 
Quos Gyges cumulos habcbat auri ; 
Quod vit3B fatis eft, pcto, Macrine, 
Mi^ nequid nimis, eft nimis probatuin. 

Br. %^ 

NON opto aut precibus pofco d^tefcere, paucis 
Sit contenta mihi vita dolore carens. 

Br. 24. 

JReCT A ad pauperiem tendit, cui corpora cordi eft 
Multa alere^ et multas sedificare domos. 



Br. 24. 

X U neque duke putes alienae accumbere meo&^ 
Nee probrofa avidae grata fit ofia guise ; 

Nee fifto fletu, fidlis folvare cachinnis, 
Arridens domino, coUacrymanfque tuo. 

Laetior baud tecum, tecum neque triftior unquam^ 
Sed Miliae ridens, atque dolens Miliae. 



Br. 26. 

JStL non mortale eft mortalibus; omne quod eft hi 
Praetcreunt, aut hos praeterit omne bonum. 

DEMO- 
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Br. t6. 

DeMOCRITE, invifes homines majore cachinno,. 

Plus tibi ridcndum fccula noftra dabunt. 
Heraclite, fluat lacrymarum crebrior imber ; 

Vita hominum nunc plus quod mifereris habet. 
Interea dubito ; tecum me caufa nee ulla 

Ridere^ aut tecum me lacrimare jubet. 



Br. 26. 

liLIGE iter vitae ut poflis : rixifque dolifque 

Perftrepit omne forum ; cura molefta domi eft. 
Rura labor laflfat ; mare mille pericula terrent ; 

Verte folum, fient caufa timoris opes ; 
Paupertas mifera eft ; multae cum conjuge lites 

Tedta ineunt ; ccelebs omnia folus ages. 
Proles au6ta gravat, rapta orbat, caeca juventae eft 

Virtus, canities cauta vigore caret. 

Ergo optent homines, aut nimquam in luminis 
oras 

Veniffe, aut vila luce repente mori. 



£LI6E iter vitae ut mavis, prudentia laufque 
Permeat omne forum ; vita quieta domi eft» 

Rus ornat natura ; levat maris afpera Lucrum, 
Vcrtc folum, donet plena crumena decus ; 

Pauperies latitat, cum conjuge gaudia multa 
TeAa ineunt, coelebs impediere minus ; * 

1 Mulcct 



{ 
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Mulcet amor prolis, fopor eft line prole profundus; 

Praecellit juvenis vi, pietate fenex. 
Nemo optet nunquamvenifle in lurainis oras, * 

Aut periifle ; fcatet vita benigna boni^. 

Br. 27. 

V ITA omnis fcena eft ludufque, aut ludere difce 
Seria feponens, aut mala dura pati. 



Br. 27. 

y^UJE fine morte fuga eft vitae, quam turba malorum 
Non vitanda gravem, non tolcranda facit ? 

Dulcia d^t natura quidem, mare, fidera terras, 
Lunaquc quas et fol itque reditque vias. 

Terror ineft aliis, moerorque, et liquid habebis 
Forte boni, ultrices experiere rices. 



. . Br. ^7. 

1 ERR AM adii nudus, de terra nudus abibo. 
Quid labor efficiet ? non nifi nudus ero. 



Br. 27. 

W ATU3 eram lacrymans, lacrymans e luce recede : 
Sunt quibus a lacrymis vix vacat ulla dies. 

Tale hominum genus eft, infirmum, trifte, mifellum*. 
Quod 'mors in cineres folvit, et abdit humo. 

GUIS- 
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Br. 29I 

QUISQUIS adit IcAos data uxore fecundos, 
Naufragus iratas ille retentat aquas. 



Br. 30. 

1* ^LIX ante alios nuUius debitor aRris, 

Hunc fequitur coelebs ; tertius, orbe, venis. 

Nee male res ceflit, fubito li funere fponfam 
Dkatus magna dote, recondis humo. 

His fapiens leftis, Epicurum quaerere fruftra 
Quales fint monades, qua fit inane, iinas. 



Br. 31. 

OpTARIT quicunque fenex fibi longius sevum, 
Dignus qui multa in luftra fencfcat, erit. 

Cum procul eft, optat, cum venit, quifquc fenedlam, 
Incufat, femper fpe meliora vidct. 



Br. 46. 

OMNIS vita nimis brevis eft felicibus, una 
Nox miferis longi temporis inftar habet. 



Br. 55. 

CtRATIA ter grata eft velox, fin forte moretur, 
. Gratia vix reftat nomine digna fuo. 

o 3 SEU 

f 
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Br. 56. 

pETT prcce pofcatur, feu non, da Jupiter omne, 
Magne, bonutn^ omne malum^ et pofcentibus abnuc 
nobis. 



Bn 6o* 

JVlE, cane vitato, canis cxcipit alter ; eodem 
In me animo tellus gignit et unda feras. 

Nee mirum ; reftat lepori confcendere coelum, 
Sidereus t^men liic tcrritat, ecce canis I 



Br. 70. 

TeLLURI, irboribus ver frondcns, fidera coelo 
Graecise et urbs^ urbi eft ifta propago^ decus. 

Br. 75. 

ImPIA fa<5la patrans, homines fortaflc latebis^ 
Non poteris, meditan? praya, latere Deos. 

Br. 75. 

AnTIOPE fatyrum, Danae aurum, Europa ju- 
vcncum, 
Et cycnum fecit, Lcda petita Jovem* 
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Bn 92. 

.^XLVI fat novi quam fitn brevis ; aftra tuenti. 

Per certas ftabili lege voluta vices, 
Tangitur haud pcdibus tellus : conviva Deorum 

Expleor ambroliis exhilarorque cibis. 

Br. 96. 

(^UOD nimium eft fit ineptum, hinc, ut dixerc 
priores, 
Et melli nimio fellis amaror ineft. 



Br. i03« 

Jr UPPE gubernatrix fedifti, audacia, prima 

Divitiis acuens afpera corda virum ; 
Sola rates ftruis infidas, et diilcis amorem 

Lucri ulcifcendum mox necc fola doces. 
Aurea fecla hominum, quorum fpetftandus ocellis 

E longinquo itidcm pontus et orcus crat. 



Br. ia6. 

DiTESCIS, credo, quid reftat ? quicquid habcbis 
In tumulum tecum, morte jubentc, trahes ? 

Divkias cumulas, pereuntes negligis horas, 
Incrementa aevi non cumulare potes. 

o 4 MATER 
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Br. 126. 

jVl ATER adulantum, prolefque pecuhia curae, 
Teque frui timor eft, tcque carere dolor. 



Br. 126. 

, JVIE miferum fors omnis habet ; florentibus annis 
Pauper eram, nummis diffluit area fenis ; 

'Quels uti poteram quondam Fortuna negavit, 
Qucis uti nequeo, nunc mihi praebet opes, 

Br. 127. 

'Mnemosyne, ut Sappho melllta voce canentem, 
Audiit, irata eft ne nova Mufa foret. 



Br. i$z. 

Cum tacct indoAus, fapientior effe videtur^ 
Et morbus tegitur, dum premit ora pudor. 



Br. 155. 

]NUNC huic, nunc aljis cedens, cui farra Menippus 
Credit, Achaemenidae nuper agellus eram. 

Quod nulli proprium verfat Fortuna, putabat 
lUe fuum ftolldus^ nunc putat ille fuum. 

NON 
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Br. 156. 

Won Fortuna fibi te gratum tollit in altum ; 
At docct, cxemplo, vis fibi quanta, tuo. 



Br. i6a« 

HlC, aurum ut reperit, laqueum abjicit, alter ut 
aurum 
Non reperit, neftit quem reperit, laqueum. 

Br. 167. 

V I VE tuo ex animo, vario rumore loquetur 
De te plebs audax, hie bene, et ille male. 



Br. 16S. 

. Af IT-ffi rofa brevis eft, properans fi carpere nolis. 
Quaerenti obveniet mox fine flore rubus. 



Br. 170. 

PuLTCIBUS morfus, reftindt4 lampade, ftultus 
Exclamat ; nunc me cernere definitis. 



Br. 202« 

• MeNODOTUM pinxit Diodorus, et exit imago, 
PrsBter Menodotum, nullius abfimilis. 

HAUD 
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Br. 205. 

JtlAUD lavit Phidoy haud tetigit, mihi febrt tralend 
In mentem ut venit nominis^ ioteril. 

Br. 2IO. 

NyCTICORAX cantat lethalc, fed ipfa cancnti 
Demophilo aufcultans NyiSlicoiax morittur. 



Br. 212. 



JiERMEM Dcorum nuncium, pcnnis levem. 
Quo rege gaudent Arcades^ furem boum^ 
Hujus paleftrae qui vigil cuftos fietit^ 
Clam nodlc toUit Aulus, et ridens ait ; 
Prsftat magiftro faepc difcipulua fuo. 



Br. 223. 

\/UI jacct hie, fcrvus vixit, nunc, lumine cafliiv 
Dario magno non minus ille poteft. 

Bf. 427. 

1* UNUS Alcxandri mentitur fama ; fidefque 
Si Phoeboj viftor ncfcit obire diem. 



Br. a4i. 

N AUTA, quis hoc jaceat nc percontcre fepulchro, 

Eveniat tantum metior unda tibi ! 

CUR 
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Btr. 256. 

(JUR opulentus eges ? tua cun^ta in foenorc po&is* 

Sic aliis dives^ tu tibi pauper agis. 

Br. 262. 

/UI pafcit barbam fi crefcit mente, Platoni^ 
Hirce^ parem nitido tua barba facit 

Br. 266. 

C^LARUS Joannes, regins affinis, ab alto 
Sanguihe Anaftaiii; cundla fepultajacent: 

Et plus, et re<fti cultor: non ilia jacere 
Dicam ; ftat virtus non fubigenda neci. 

Br. 267. 

CUNCTIPARENS tellus falve, levis efto pufillo 
Lyfigeni^ fuerat non gravis ille tibi. 

Br. 285. 

NaUFRAGQS hie jaceo; contra, jaceteccecolonus! 
Idem orcus terrse^ fie, pelagoque fubeft. 

Br. 301. 

i^UID falverc jubes me, peflime ? Q)rripe greiTus ; 
Eft mihi quod non te rideo^ plena Talus. 

ET 
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Br. 304. 

JCiT ferus eft Timpn fub terns ; jahitor orci, 
Ccrbcre, te morfu ne, petat ille, cave. 



Br. 307. 

V IT AM a tcrdecimo fextus mihi finiet annus, 
Aflra mathematicos fi modo vera decent. 

Sufficit hoc votis, fids hie pulcherrimus aevi eft, 
£t fenium triplex Neftoris urna capit. 



Br. 322. 

zLOSIMA, quae folo fuit olim corpore ferva, 
Corpore nunc ctiam libera faAa fuit. 

Br. 326. 

ilXIGUUM en ! Priami monumentum ; haud ille 
meretur 
Quale, fed hoftiles, quale dedere manus. 

Pr. 326. 

Hector dat gladium Ajaci, dat Balteum et Ajax 
Hedlori, et exitio munus utrique fuit. 



Br. 344. 

XJt vis, ponte minax ; modo tres difcefleris uhias, 
Ingetnina fluilus, ingeminaque fonum. ' 

NAU- 

I 
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Br. 344. 

!NaUFRAGUS hicjaceo; fidens tamen utcre vclis^ 
Tutum aliis aequor, me pereunte, fuit. 



Br. 398^ 

JljERACLITUS ego ; indoftse ne laedite linguas * 
Subtile ingenium quaero, capaxque mei, 

Unus homo mihi pro fexcentis, turba popelli 
Pro nuUo^ clamo nunc tumulatus idem. 



Br. 399. 

AmBRACIOTA, vale lux alma, Cleombrotus infit, 

Et faltu e muro ditis opaca petit : 
Trifle nihil paflus, animi at de forte Platonis 

Scripta legens, fol& vivere mente cupit. 



Br. 399. 

OERVUS, Epicftetus, mutilato corpore, vixi, 
Paupcrieque Irus, curaque fumma Deiim. 



Bu US' 

UnDE hie Praxiteles? nud^m vidiftis, Adoni, 
Et Pari, et Anchifa, non alius, Venercm. 

SUF^ 
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Br. 451. 

oUFFL ATO acceiidi§ quifquis CarbOne Ifieetnam, 
Corde meo accendans ; ardeo totus ego* 



Br. 486. 

JUPITER hoc templum, ut, iiquando rcUnquit 
Olympum, 
Atthlde non alius defit OlyiQpus^ habet. 

Br. 487. 

ClVIS ct cxtemus grati ; domus hofpita ncfcit 
Quaerere, quis^ cujus, quis pater, unde yenis« 



POMPEII- 

Br. 487. 

C4UM ftigere baud poffit, fracftis ViAoria pennis, 
Te manet imperii^ Roma^ perenne decus. 

Br. 488. 

LaTRONES alibi locupletum quaeritc tcdla, 
Ailidet huic cuftos firenua pauperies. 



FoRTUN-^ malim adverfa? tolerarc proccUas, 
'Quam donoini mgentis ferre fupercilium. 



* 
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JtliN, Sexto, Sexti meditatur imago, filente^ 
Orator fkatua eft, flatuxque orator imago. 



X ULCHR A eft virginitas intadla, at vita pcriret, 

Omnes fi vellent virginitatc frui ; 
Nequitiam fugiens, fervatft contrahelege. 

Conjugium, ut pro te des hominem patriae. 



Jb ERT humeri3, venerabile onus, Cythercius heros 
Per Trqjae flammas, denfaque tda^ patrem. 

Qamat et Argivis, retuli, nc tangite, vita 
Exiguum eft Marti^ ied mihi grande lucrum. 



Jb ORM A animos hominum capit, at, fi gratia deiit^ 
^Non tenet; efcanatat pulchra, fed hamms abeft. 



CiOGrrAT aut loquitur nil yir, nil cogitat uxor, 
Felici thalamo non, puto, rixa ftrepit. 



JoUCCINA disjecit Thebarum moenia, ftruxit 
^^ Quse lyra, quam iibi non concinit harmonia I 

MENTB 
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JVlENTE fencs oUm juvenis, Fauftine, premebas. 
Nunc juvenum tcrres robore corda fenex. 

Lsevutn at utrumque decus, juveni quod praebuit olitn 
Turba fenum, juvencs nunc tribuere feni. 



Excepts hofpltio mufae, tribuere libellos 
Herodoto hofpitii praemia, quaeque fuura. 



oTELLA mca, obfervans ftcUas, Dii me aethera 
faxint 
Multis ut te oculis fim potis afpicere. 



CjLARA Cheroneae foboles, Plutarche, dicavit 
Hanc ftatuam ingenio, Roma benigna, tuo. 

Das bene collates, quos Roma et Graecia ja<Slat, 
Ad Divos paribus paffibus ire duces ; 

Sed limilem, Plutarche, tuae defcribcre vitam 
Non poteras, regio non tulit uUa parem. 



L/AT tibi Pythagoram piftor ; quod nr ipfe taccre 
J^ythagoras mallet, voccm habuiflet opus. 

PROLEM 
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FrOILjEM Hippi et fua qui mdiaretn fecula nullum 
Videre, Archidicen haec tumulavit' humus ; 

Quam^ itgum fobcd^m, nuptem, matretn^ atque 
foroiem 
Fecenmt ouUi fors tkuHque gnivem. 



CiECROPIDIS gravis hie ponor^ Martique dicatus. 
Quo tua fignantur gf fb, Philij^, lapis. 

Spreta jacet Marathon^ jacet et Salaminia Uurus, 
Omoia dum Mzcedtmx gloria et arma premunt. 

Sint DemofthenicA pr jurata cadarera roQ^, 
Stabo illis qui funt^ quique fuere, gravis. 



FlORIBUS in pratis^ legi quos ipfe, coronam 
Contextam variis^ do^ Rhodoclea, tibi: 

Hie anemone humet, confert narciffus odores 
Cum violis ; fpirant lilia mifta rofis. 

His redimita comas, mores depone fuperbos, 
Haoc peritQia nitent; tii peritura nttes 1 



IV^UREM Afclepiade3 iub tc6ko ut vidit avarus^ 
Quid tibi^ mus, mecum, dixit, amice, tibi ? 

^us blan4vffi rideasi refpondit, pelletimorem; 
Hic> bone vir^ fedem> non aliiacnta^ peto* 
Vol. I. P SiEPE 
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0>^£ tuum in tumulum lacrymarum decidit 
imber 

Quem fundit blandq jun(5lus amore dolor ; 
Charus cnim cundlis, tanquam, dum vita tnanebat^ 

Cuique tffes nams, cuique fodalis^ eras. 
Hcu quam dura preces fprevit, quam furda querelas 

Parca^ juventutetn nan miferata tuam ! 



ARTI ignis iticem tribui, tahifto artis et igriis*^ 
Nunc ope, fupplicii vivit iili^go mei. 

Gratia nulla Iiominum mehtes tenet, ifta Prorfiethei 
Munera muneribus, -fi rettilefe fabri. 



ILLA triumphatrix GraiAm confueta procorum 
Ante fuas agmen Lais habere fores, . 

Hot Veneri fpecultim i ftolo me cfernere quali« 
Sum nunc, necpoftum dernetequalis'eram. 



CrETH'IDA fabellas dulces garrire perit^ 
Profequitur lacrymis filia moefta Sami ; 

Blandam lani£ci fociam fine fine loquacem, 
Quam tenet hie, cundlas quae manet, alta quied« 



,JL/IC1TE, Caufidici, gelido nunc marmore magni 
Mugitum tumulus comprimit Amphiloci. * 

SI 



Digitized by 



Google 



i 



P O E M A T A. 211 

Ol forfan tumulum quo conditur Eumarus aufers 
Nil lucri facies ; olTa habet et cinerem« 



E P I G T E T I. 

JVj^E, rex deorum, tuq^ue, due, neccfiltas, 
Quo, lege veftrft, vita me feret mea* 
Sequar libenter, lin reluiStari velim, 
Fiacn fceleftus, nee taqidn minus fequar. 



t THEOCRITO. 

X OETA, ledlor, hic quiefcit Hipponax, 
Si lis fceleftus, praeteri, procul, maroior : 
At te bonum fi noris, et bonis natum, 
Tutum hic fedile, et fi placet, fopor tutus* 



EUR. MED. 193—103. 

JNON immerito culpanda venit 
Proavftm Vcccors infipientia, 
Qui convivia lautafque dapes 
Hilarare fuis juilere modis 
Cantum, vitaB dulce levauien. 
At nemo feras iras hominum, 
Domibus claris exitiales. 
Voce aut fidibus pellere docuit 

p a Quei$ 
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Quels tamen aptam fcrre medelam 
Utile cun(Skis hoc opus effet ; 
Namque, vbi menfas onerant epute, 
Quorfum dulcis luxuria foni ? 
Sat laetiti^ fine fubfidiis, 
Pcftora moUi mulcet dubiae 
Copia ccenao. 






SEPTEM iETATES. 

Prima pant terras aetas, ficcatque fecunda, 
Evocat Abramum dein tertia j quarta relinquit 
jEgyptum ; templo Solomonis quinra fuperfit ; 
Cyrum fexta timet j tetatur feptima Chrifto, 

* The above is a Verfion of a Latin Epigram on the famous 
John Duke of Marlborough by the Abbe Salrai, which is as 
follows : 

Haud alio vultu, fremuit Mars acer in armis t 
Hand alio, Cypriam pcrouiit ore JDetm. 

The Duke was, it feems, remarkably handfome in his perfon, 
to which the fecond line has reference. 



HIS 
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* His Tcmpchnanni nutneris defcripferis orbcm, 

* Cum fex ccnturiis Judaeo millia feptem. 
Myrias^ iEgypto ccflit bis fcptima piagui. 
Myrias adfcifcit fibi nonagefima feptem 
Imperium qua Turca 3 ferox exercet iniquum. 

Undecies binas decadas et millla feptem 
Sortitur * Pelopis tellus quae nomine gaudet. 

Myriadas decies feptem Jiumerare jubebit 
Paftor ♦ Arabs : decies oSo libi Perfa ^ requirit. 
Myriadcs libi pulchra duaa, duo millia gofcit 

Par- 



♦ To the above lines (which arc unfiniihed, and can there- 
fore be only offered as a fragment), in the Doctor's manufcriptt 
are prefixed the words, <* 'Geographia Metrica.*' As we are re- 
ferred, in the firft of the verf«ss, to Templeman^ for having 
Ainillbed the namerical compotationt that are the fubje6^ of 
tiuem, bk woi4t has been acconlingly confulted, the tide of 
wliioh i«, ^ A new Survey of* Uie Globe,** and which profeflfes 
to give an accurate menfuration of all the empires, kingdoms, 
and other divifioas diereof, in the (quart miles that thc^ refpec- 
tivcly contain. On comparifon of the feveral numbers in Uiefe 
verfes with thofe fet down by Templeman, it appears that 
nearly half of them arc precifcly the fame ; the reft are not 
quite fo exa6^1y done. — For the convenience of the Reader, it 
has been thought right to fubjoin each number, as it ftands in 
Templeman's works, to that in Dr. Johnfon's verfes which re- 
fers to it. 

" In this firft article that is verfified, there ts an accurate con- 
formity in Br. Johnfon*s number to TemplenHin's ; who fets 
down the fquare miles of Paleftine at 7,600. 

* The fquare miles of -ffigypt are, in Templeman, 140,700. 

' The whole Turkifti empire, in Templeman, is computed at 
960,057 fquare miles. 
•♦ In the four following articles, the numbers^ in Temple^ 
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Parthenope*, 5 Novies vult tellus millc Sicana. 
^ Papa fuo regit impcrio ter millia quinque. . 

Cum fcx centuriis numerat fcx millia Tufcus ^ 
Ccnturia Ligures® augent duo millia quartd. 
Centurise oftavam decadem addit Lucca ^ fecunda;^ 

Ut dicas, fpatiis quam latis imperet orbi 
*° Ruffia, myriadas ter denas adde trccentis : 
*' Sardiniam cum fexcentis fex millia complent. 

Cum fexagenis, dum plura recluferit aetas, 
Myriadas ter mille homini dat terra ** colendas. 

Vult fibi viccnas millefima myrias addi, 
Viceriis quinas, Afiam '^ metata cclcbrem* 

Se quinquagenis oAingentefima jungit 
Myrias, ut menti patcat tota Africa "♦ do£l£. 

Myriadas feptem dccies Europa *^ ducentis 
Et quadragenis quoque ter tria millia jungit« 

man and in Johnfon's verfes arc alike. — We find, accco'difigly, 
the Morea, in Templeman, to be fet down at 7,220 fquare 
miks. — ^Arabia, at 7oo,ocx>.— Perfiai at 800,000. — and Napks, 
at 22,000. 

< Sicily, in Templeman, is put down at 9,400* 

* The pope's dominions, at 14,868. 
^ Tufcany, at 6,640. 

* Grenoa, in Templeman, as in Johnfoh likewife, is fet dowa 
fit 2,400. 

9 Lucca, at 286. 

'° The Ruffian empire, in the 29th plate of Templeman, b 
fet down at .3,303,485 fquare miles. . 

"» Sardinia, in Templeman, as likewife in Johnfon, 6,600. 

^* The habitable world, in Templeman, is computed, in 
fquare miles, at 30,666,806 fquare miles. 

" Aiia, at 10,257,487. 



*♦ Afiica, at 8,506,208. 
» Europe, at 2,749,349. 



Myriadas 
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Myriadas denas dat, quinque et millia, fexque 
Centiirias, ct tres decadas Europa Britannis *^. 

Tcr tria myriadi conjungit millia quartae, 
CenturisB quartae decades quinque '^ Anglia nedit 

Millia myriadi feptctn foecunda fecundae 
Et qnadragcnis decades quinque addit lernc *% 

Quingentis quadragenis focialis adauget 
Millia Belga '^ novem. 

Ter fex centurias Hollandia "^ jadlat opima 
Undecimum Camber *^ vult feptem millibus addi* 

'• The Britiih dominions, at 105,634. 

'7 England, as likewife in Johnfon's expreflion of the niunber^ 
at 49,450. 

«• Ireland, at a7,457* 

^ In the three remaimag inftances, which make the whole 
that Dr. Johnfon appears to have rendered into Latin verfe, we 
find the numbers cjiaGAy agreeing with thofe of Templeman ; 
who makes the fqaare miles of the United Provinces, 9{40— ^f 
the province of Holland, 1800— and of Wales, 7011* 



ENB OP THE FIRST VOLUME. 



Pri$ittd h Nichols atd Soni 
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